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REDUCTION OF MAGNESIUM ON A BISMUTH SUBSTRATE
IN DIMETHYLFORMAMIDE SOLUTION

Abstract. A modified anode material was obtained by reducing magnesium on the surface of a bismuth
electrode in an anhydrous Mg(ClO,),/dimethylformamide (DMF) system. The structure and composition of the
obtained anode material were determined using a scanning electron microscope and X-ray spectral microanalysis.

Analysis of the polarization curves revealed the electrochemical properties and the process of reversibility of the
previously unexplored intermetallic compound consisting of Mg- Bi in Mg(ClO4),/DMF system. Cyclic
voltammograms showed that the processes in the system are quasi-reversible. It is proved that the process of
electronic exchange is carried out by diffusion.

Keywords: magnesium-ion battery, bismuth, electrode, anode, dimethylformamide, reduction.

Introduction

One of the modern scientific and technical research topical issues is the development of affordable,
environmentally friendly, cheap types of energy [1]. In recent years, the use of lithium-ion batteries in the
electrochemical industry has expanded and developed rapidly. However, the high cost of lithium, rare
abundant in the earth's crust and the danger of dendrite formation make the use of lithium-ion batteries
ineffective [2-4]. Therefore, magnesium-ion batteries with high energy density are proposed as an
alternative to lithium-ion energy sources and studied their electrochemical properties [5-8]. However, the
redox potential of the Mg*"/Mg pair is greater than the potential of Li*/Li pair, by about 1 V. In addition,
the volume capacity of magnesium is lower than lithium, 2061 mAh*h/cm’ [9, 10]. Consequently,
magnesium-based batteries lag slightly behind lithium batteries. However, if cathodes with high
productivity are used for such current sources, the specific energies can be up to 100 W*h/kg [7]. It is
much more than low-tech secondary batteries. In addition, magnesium as an anode material has many
properties: low electrochemical potential, high volumetric specific capacity, large energy/power densities,
most abundant in the Earth’s crust, cheaper and environmentally friendly.

However, magnesium is corrosively unstable in simple electrolytes. Therefore, the replacement of
metallic magnesium with other alternative materials is relevant. It also allows you to work with simple
electrolytes. Recently, it was found that some p-elements in a low potential form an electrochemical
reverse intermetallic with magnesium [11-13]. Magnesium ions have been found to penetrate and diffuse
well into bismuth since it has a rhombohedral crystal structure [14]. Magnesium intercalated into bismuth
forming magnesium bismuthide with a theoretical capacity of 385 mAh/g (3Mg*+2Bi + 6e — Mg;Bi,)
[15, 16]. W.Jin and other scientists [14] described the diffusion resistance of magnesium in bismuth.
According to them, for one Mg atom in the bismuth, the most stable position is located between two layers
of the Bi, where Mg has eight neighboring Bi atoms with Mg-Bi bond lengths of 3.00 and 3.07 A. The
calculated adsorption energy was -1.31 eV for one Mg atom adsorbed in Bi. According to the definition of
adsorption energy, negative adsorption energy means a favorable exothermic reaction. The larger the
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negative energy values are, the more favorable of the reactions are. Given this, we can conclude that
bismuth can be a good adsorbate for magnesium ions. In addition, magnesium ions embedded in the
bismuth crystal lattice form a weak bond, which allows quickly diffuse into the crystal lattice and have
good current. For this reason, bismuth can be a promising anode material for magnesium-ion batteries.

On this basis, in the present work, bismuth is proposed to use as an anode for magnesium-ion batteries
instead of non-corrosive metallic magnesium. Accordingly, was carried out the recovery of magnesium
ions on the surface of the bismuth electrode and were investigated possible processes on the metal surface.

Experimental part

Electrochemical cells in a three-electrode configuration were used for deposition experiments (high-
surface area Pt-mesh counter-electrode, Ag/AgCl-reference, and pure bismuth (D=0.17 cm® Aldrich,
99.9% purity) as working electrodes. Before measurements metal electrode was first mechanically
polished with fine emery papers (5-7 pum) and then wired with ethanol.

Electrolyte and electrochemical cell preparations were carried out in an Ar-filled glove box (O, and
H,O < 1 ppm). For the electrolyte preparation Mg(ClO4), (99.5%) was used as conductive salt. Salt
Mg(ClOy), was dried in a vacuum oven at 1000 ° C for 12 hours, at 1600 ° C for 6 hours, at 2100 ° C for 4
hours. Dimethylformamide (DMF, anhydrous, 99.9%) was vacuum dried before use. DMF was annealed
at 1000 ° C and dried in an inert atmosphere for one week. The precipitate was filtered and twice distilled
in a vacuum (at a pressure of 3-5 mm mercury column)

Cyclic voltammetry (CV), chronopotentiometry (CP) measurements were recorded on a potentiostat-
galvanostat Autolab PGstat 30 potentiostat (Brinkmann Instruments Co.). The morphology of bismuth
electrodes before and after tests was analyzed by Quanta 200i 3D (FEI Company, USA) scanning electron
microscope (SEM). The electrodeposited alloys were characterized by X-ray diffraction (XRD) with Cu
Ko radiation. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) images were taken to observe the morphology of the
alloy anodes.

Results and discussion

Reduction of magnesium ions on the surface of bismuth

The deposition of magnesium to bismuth was performed by chronoamperometry. The calculation of
the given potential in the potentiometric mode for the recovery of magnesium ions to a bismuth electrode,
we used the Nernst equation, with recalculation to the silver chloride reference electrode:

E=F +5 py S0 = goy 8089, "Mo™ _ 537 002=—24B
mF CRed n 1 1)
E.‘f!3:+ Mg = _:-:I-'ﬂ‘ - E,_,\g *ag” = _2,4 - 9,212' = —E,IEE

(2)

The theoretically calculated potential value represents the stationary potential of magnesium relative
to the silver chloride electrode for an aqueous medium in the standard case. However, since the
experiment is carried out in an anhydrous dimethylformamide medium, the potential activity may vary
depending on the nature of the solvent. Therefore, in order to find favorable conditions for the deposition
and dissolution of magnesium on the surface of the bismuth electrode were removed cyclic
voltammograms in 0.1 mol/l Mg(ClO,4),/DMF. The reduction potential of magnesium ions was determined
from the voltammograms. The deposition was carried out for 1 minute and 5 minutes. To remove the
chronoamperometric curves were chosen -1.5 V and -2.6 V potentials. These potentials were taken from
the calculated data and cyclic voltammograms.

The structure of the formed compounds on the surface of the bismuth electrode

To show the morphological changes in the surface of bismuth were taken micrographs by using
scanning electron microscopy. And also, to confirm the presence of magnesium done an elemental
analysis of the surface. Figure 1a shows a micrograph of the surface of pure bismuth. In Figures 1 b, ¢ -
the micrographs of the bismuth electrode surfaces after magnesium reduction in different time and at
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different potentials. In the cathodic polarization of the electrode, there is a thick layer of non-
homogeneous surface formation on the bismuth electrode surface at the microelements shot at the
potentials of -1.5V and -2.6V in 5 minutes. In figures 1 (b, ¢) showed the formations in the form of films.

a) b) ©)

Figure 1 - Micrographs of the surface of the pure bismuth electrode (a) and after the reduction of magnesium from 0.1 mol/l
Mg(Cl0,),/DMF solution at a potential of -1.5 V (b) and -2.6 V (c), T =5 minutes

In addition, the results of X-ray spectroscopy show that on the surface of metallic bismuth is
contained some amount of magnesium (12.45%) after its deposition (Table 1).

Table 1 - Results of X-ray spectral microanalysis of the bismuth electrode surface after the deposition
of magnesium ions from 0.1 mol/l Mg(Cl10O,4),/DMF

Wt,%
Element - sV - - 26V -
1 minute 5 minute 1 minute 5 minute
Bi 77,05 49,84 81,05 65,50
Mg 2,64 12,45 1,63 6,47
O 17,81 34,05 13,98 24,83

According to X-ray microanalysis, the bismuth electrode has the following elements: Mg, O, Bi.
According to the results of the analysis, a large amount of film consists of a metallic coating (40-80%).
This can be explained by the fact that during the scan caught the substrate under the film. However, the
pictures clearly show the presence of the film. In our opinion, the metal substrate can be included in the
film. The presence of oxygen in the composition of the film on the surface can be explained by the
oxidation of Mg to MgO, as a result of the decomposition of the solvent. The presence of a large amount
of magnesium in the composition indicates that it is well penetrated by the bismuth crystal lattice. This has
a significant effect on the electrode potential of bismuth. To confirm this, it was taken curves dependence
time from the potential of the bismuth electrode before and after the reduction of magnesium (Fig. 2).

The standard electrode potential of bismuth in aqueous media is 0.23 V versus a standard hydrogen
electrode. However, given that the study is carried out in an anhydrous dimethylformamide system, the
theoretically calculated potential for the silver chloride electrode used should change to 0.018 V. The
changing of bismuth electrode potential from a time before magnesium deposition corresponds to the
theoretically calculated potential (Fig. 2).

After deposited magnesium ions on the bismuth electrode surface electrode potential moves to the
negative value. In the chronopotentiogram, which was taken after the reduction of magnesium ions on the
surface of bismuth, began at -2.0 V. That is, the proximity of the standard potential of standard metallic
magnesium can be explained by the relatively complete coverage of the surface of the bismuth electrode.
As time increases (up to 400 seconds), the potential immediately shifts to a positive value. Magnesium on
the surface of bismuth is redissolved and the potential value approaches the potential of pure bismuth.
After 400 seconds, the potential value gradually stabilizes and reaches a plateau.
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Figure 2 - Dependence of the stationary potential of the bismuth electrode
on the time before and after the reduction of magnesium

Analysis of cyclic voltammetry curves

In fig. 5a shows cyclic voltammograms of the bismuth electrode in a 0.1 mol/l Mg(ClO,),/DMF
solution at different scan rates (10-100 mV/s). As can be seen from the curves, magnesium is deposited on
the surface of the electrode starting at a potential of -1.2 V. As the scan rate increases, the current value
decreases, and the magnesium reduction potential shifts to the negative region. In addition, polarization in
the opposite direction shows the oxidation peak of magnesium at a potential of -0.4 V.

According to the classical law of electrochemistry, if the sum of the potential peaks of the forward
and reverse directions is Eg, and the potential difference of these peaks is 2.2 RT/F (56.5 mV), then for this
region is used the Nernst equation, that is, the reaction in the system is reversible. However, in our case,
the potential difference is 450 mV at 25 © C. This means the irreversibility of the processes occurring in
the system. In addition, cyclic voltammetry curves were taken at different potential scan rates. From
voltammograms, it is seen that the potential difference in the direct and inverse peaks increases.

An analysis of the effect of time and potential scan rate on the direction of a cyclic voltammogram
showed that the potential values for cathodic and anodic processes shift to a more negative direction as the
potential scan rate and time increase. This is due to the irreversibility of the process in the system.
However, due to the presence of the anode peak, the process is quasi-reversible.

Analyzing cyclic voltammograms and relying on other studies [15, 16], we can assume that the
following electrochemical process will occur in the system:

Anode: Mg;Bi,—3Mg*"+ 2Bi + 6e (3)
Cathode: 3Mg*" + 2Bi + 6e— Mg;3Bi, 4)

Effect of various factors on magnesium reduction

For reversible reactions, the reduction peak potential does not depend on the scan rate. For
irreversible electrode reactions, the relationship between the potential of the oxidation peak and the scan
rate is expressed by the following equation:

1

t = 5 () o700 o (1) o (5

2

1

1
> = 1
Ep— — [0,780+1n (%>+ln (““EFV)Z] L P (5)
2

angF s RT angF

Here, E,; - half-wave potential, n, - the number of electrons, D'? - diffusion coefficient, a - exchange
coefficient, F - Faraday constant (C/mol), T - absolute temperature (K), R - gas constant (mol'*K™), v -
scanning rate (V/s).
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According to (5) equation, the relationship between Ep and v'"? is shown in Fig. 4. This
relationship shows a linear relationship.

L.V
006 -
Pl R-0,83
-1,40 4 T 0,10 =
145 Cm 0124
0,14 o
0,16
0,15 4 -
20 4
165 4 ‘ 022

h24 -

0,20 +

Figure 4 - The dependence of the scan rate on the currents of the anodic and cathodic peaks in 0.1 mol/l Mg(ClO,4),/DMF

As shown in fig. 5 for this electrode reaction, the dependence of the peaks of the reduction current (I,,)
on the square root value of the sweep speed (v'?) is observed a linear dependence. However, the linear
dependence does not intersect with the origin point, so it can be predicted that the nature of the process
will be quasi-reversible.
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Figure 5 - Dependence of the potential scan rate on the peaks
of the anodic and cathodic currents in 0.1M Mg(ClO,),/DMF

This satisfies the Rendles-Shevchyk equation (6) for quasi-reversible processes, which expresses the
electrochemical reduction of magnesium as a diffusion process:

Ip = 2,69 * 105Sn,Co D3/ *v?/2 (6)

Here, D, - diffusion coefficient (cm?/s), n, - number of electrons, v - scanning speed (V/sec), C -
concentration of solute (mol/cm?), S - electrode area (cm?).

One of the factors that affect the size of the Mg placed on the bismuth electrode surface is the rate of
potential transfer. In fig. 6a shows the reverse direction of the cyclic voltammetric curve, where the
current value is 0 at various scan rates. The dependence of the potential value of the post-polarization
potential on the potential scan rate is shown in Figure 6b.




ISSN 2224-5227 2.2019

I wA*en” L.V
0.030 5
0.025 o 0,58 o l

0.020 4

1 -0.60

0,015 o

0.010 4

1 .62 4 ]
0.005 = \
0.000
1 0,64 |
20,005 o —— 10 mMB/eex .
1 20 mBleex
-0.010 A 50 mBleex 0,66 - e
1 100 mBfcex
-0.015 T T T T T T T T T T T
-0.80 =075 -0.70 -0.65 0,60 -0.55 -0,50 By 0 20 40 60 BO Tk

5 I 0.5
u* , (MBeexy

Figure 6 - a) Reverse polarization curves depending on the rate
of different potential transfer of electrode of the Bi electrode 0.1M Mg(Cl10,),/DMFA;
b) The dependence of the rate of potential transfer on the potential potential

As the potential scan rate increases, the potential value changes from the negative direction to 50 mV
/'s, and then its change is not noticeable. As the scanning speed increases, the anode process takes a short
time. Therefore, the oxidation reaction of magnesium does not come to an end.

Conclusion

e The bismuth rhombohedral structure allows magnesium ions to penetrate into its crystal lattice
since their diffusion rate is high, Bi was chosen as the anode material for Mg-ion batteries.

e As a result of the deposition of magnesium, the formations of bismuth electrode surfaces was
detected by the scanner electron microscope (Quanta 200i 3D), and the composition was determined by
energy density X-ray spectroscopy.

e Analysis of cyclic voltammograms showed that the processes in the system are quasi-reversible.

e [t is proved that the process of electronic exchange is carried out by diffusion.

e As the potential scan rate increases, the cathode processes proceed quickly and magnesium is not
fully reduced.
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JUMETWJI®OPMAMU/ EPITIHAICIHEH BACMYT
TOCEMECIH/IE MATHUVIIH TOTBIKCHI3IAHYBI

Annotamusa. Cycez Mg(ClO,),/mumerundopmamun  (JAM®PA) kyilecinme MarHuiii BHUCMYT OJICKTpOAbl OeTiHe
TOTBIKCHI3IAH/IBIPY apKbUIBI MOJU(MUIUPIICHICH aHOATHIK MaTepuall JIBIHBI. AJIBIHFAH aHOATBHIK MaTepUaIbIH KYPBUIBICH MEH
KYpaMbl CKaHEepJIeYIIi HJIEKTPOHIBI MUKPOCKOII XKaHE PEHTIeH-CIIEKTPJIi MUKPOTaJlay KOMETiMEeH aHBIKTaJJIbI.

Tonapu3anusuiblk  KUCBHIKTApIbl Tannay HoTmwkecinae, OypbiH 3eprrenmereH Mg(ClO,),/IM®PA xyitecingeri Mg-Bi
MHTCPMETAUIIHIH ~ JJICKTPOXHUMUSUIBIK ~ KACHUETTEpi, OHIAFbl  YIACPICTEPAiH  KaWTBIMABUIBIFBI  3epTTenmi.  LIukimmik
BOJIBTaMIIepOrpaMManap/isl TalJay apKbUIbl JKYHele eTeTiH ypIiCTepliH KBa3H-KaHTHIMCBI3 €KEHIIrl aHBIKTAIbl. DJIEKTPOH
anmacy yzaepici quddy3ust apKbUIbl XKy3ere acaTbIHABIFBI JOICIICHII.

TyiiiH ce31ep: MarHui-uoH OaTapesChl, BUCMYT, SJICKTPOJ, aHOA, AUMETWIHOPMAMUJL, TOTHIKCHI3JaHY .
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BOCCTAHOBJIEHUE MATHUS HA BUCMYTOBOM HOJIJIOKKE B TUMETHJI®OPMAMMIHON CPEJE

AHHoTaums. beuto nomydeHo MoauGUIMPOBAHHbIH aHOAHBIH MaTepHall METOJIOM BOCCTAHOBJICHUSI MarHHUs Ha BUCMYTOBBII
anektpon Mg(ClO4)2/mumernndopmamun (JAM®PA) cucreme. CTpykTypa M COCTaB MOJIYYEHHOTO aHOJHOTO MaTepHaja
OIIPEAEIISIINCH C TOMOIIBIO CKAHUPYIOIIETO 3JEKTPOHHOTO MUKPOCKOIIA M PEHTTCHO-CIIEKTPAIbHOTO MUKpOaHanu3a. AHAIN3
HOJISIPU3ANMOHHBIX KPUBBIX BBIIBIJI DJICKTPOXMMHUYECKHE CBOWCTBAa MHTepMeTammaa Mg-Bi B panee HemsydeHHOH cucTeMe
Mg(ClOy4),/AM®PA u mpomecc obparumocty. LluKimHdeckue BONBTAMIIEPOTpPaMMBI ITOKA3aJIM, YTO MPOIECCH B CHUCTEME
KBa310OpaTuMsl. JI0Ka3aHO, YTO IPOLECC AIEKTPOHHOTO 0OMeHa ocyliecTBisieTcs myTeM Auddysun.

KnioueBble cjioBa: MarHuii-noHHbIE GaTaper, BUCMYT, JJIEKTPOJ, AHOJ, TUMETHII(HOPMaMHU], BOCCTAHOBIICHHUE.
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