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WATER-GAS SHIFT REACTION OVER THE POLYMETALIC
Fe-CONTAINING SUPPORTED CATALYSTS

Abstract. The water-gas shift reaction over the polymetallic iron-containing catalysts modified by additives of
the transition metals and supported on alumina was studied in the work. The effects of process temperature and
nature of additives (Co or Cu) on behavior of the iron-containing catalysts in the process of interaction between
water and carbon monoxide were investigated. It was observed that the synthesized iron-based catalysts modified by
additives of copper/cobalt and transition metal of the 8" group of elements as the third component and supported on
alumina perform the high activity and selectivity on hydrogen formation in the water-gas shift reaction. The optimum
conditions for producing hydrogen by the water shift reaction over the synthesized catalysts are determined.

Keywords: Water-Gas Shift Reaction, Fe-containing Supported Catalyst, Hydrogen, Carbon Oxides.

1. INTRODUCTION

The water-gas shift reaction (WGSR) discovered by Italian scientist Felice Fontana as early as
1780 [1] became well-known in the 1912 due to process of ammonia synthesis [2,3]. At present time,
WGSR is widely used for hydrogen production from fossil and renewable carbonaceous raw materials —
biomass. Hydrogen is used to enrich gas mixtures, production of ammonia, and also in oil refining and
petrochemistry, and more recently in fuel cells [1, 4-5]. Hydrogen is considered as one of the most
attractive types of future clean fuels, because it can be effectively stored and transported. Only water is
formed as a side product when hydrogen is burned [6]. Water-gas shift reaction as well as the steam
reforming of methane/other hydrocarbons is the most industrially developed method for hydrogen
production. Overall reaction of water-gas shift is described by the following equation (1):

CO + H,0 «» CO»+ H, AH,*** = - 41.09 KJ/mol (1)

The same amount of carbon dioxide is formed in water-gas shift reaction and hydrocarbon fuel
combustion; however carbon dioxide produced can be captured and then can be either stored or utilized.
This fact permits to classify this reaction as a process with zero CO, emission [7].

WGSR reaction (Eq.1) runs with the release of heat and without changing the volume, therefore an
increase in temperature will help to reduce the degree of CO conversion. There is no possibility to shift the
reaction equilibrium to the right due to the pressure change. Nevertheless, growing the total pressure leads
to an increase in the rate of reaching the equilibrium state. An increase in H,O /CO ratio enhances carbon
monoxide conversion, however for reasons of cost reduction, a large excess of steam should be avoided.
As for the iron-based catalysts, the minimum excess of steam is needed to prevent excessive catalyst
reduction, which leads to methanation [8,9], for the copper catalysts this fact is not critical.

With taking into account the opposite effect of temperature on both the reaction completeness and
rate, the various types of catalysts operating at different temperature ranges are used. They are divided on
the high temperature (HT) and low temperature (LT) catalysts [10]. Traditionally, the iron-chromium and
copper-zinc catalysts were used for facilitation of reaction in high and low temperature regions
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respectively [1]. The typical composition of high temperature catalysts operating in temperature region
within 310-450°C: 74.2% Fe,0;, 10% Cr,0;, 0.2% MgO and balance of variable composition. It is
supposed that the active phase is the magnetite (Fe;0,) is formed during partial reduction of the initial
catalyst, while Cr,0O3 improves the catalyst stability and prevents sintering the iron oxide. By using the
high temperature catalysts it is possible to achieve residual concentration of CO in amount of 3%, which
corresponds to the equilibrium concentration at 450°C [3,11]. Because of risk of leakage of toxic Cr(VI),
the chromium-free catalysts should be developed. Aluminum was considered as an alternative, because it
is textural promoter. Introduction of AI’* ions into iron oxide is easily feasible because they have similar
ionic radii: 0.675A and 0.690A for AI** and Fe’* respectively [12].

Low temperature process (LTS — Low Temperature Shift) is carried out in temperature range of
200-250°C. Because of water condensation negatively effects on catalyst activity, a lower limit of process
temperature is determined by condensation temperature of water under specific pressure. The typical
catalysts for LTS have the following composition: 32-33% CuO, 34-53% ZnO, 15-33% Al,O5 [2]. The
active centers in these catalysts are crystallites of CuO, while ZnO provides the structural stability and
AlL,Os, mainly inactive, provides dispersion of an active phase and prevents shrinking of catalyst granules
[1]. Using the low temperature catalysts allows reaching the residual concentration of CO is 0.1% [8].
Another advantage of low temperature water gas shift catalysts is their low activity toward the side
reactions. That has importance under elevated pressures [13,14]. Disadvantages of the low temperature
catalysts are their susceptibility to poisoning by sulfurous compounds, halogens, and unsaturated
hydrocarbons, pyrophoricity, low thermal stability, and complexity of their activation [15,16].

Despite of industrial development of WGSR process, search for more active and efficient catalysts
and optimal process parameters is still ongoing. In recent years, the technologies of catalysts preparation
have been significantly improved. The catalysts are modified in order to provide the reaction in the middle
range of temperatures and to achieve both high conversions of CO and selectivity [1,17]. As a rule, the
middle temperature catalysts are the low temperature catalysts modified usually by iron oxide. They
operate at higher temperatures — 275-350°C [18]. The catalysts supported on alumina contain sulfides of
cobalt and copper or cobalt and nickel as the active ingredients. The feature of the catalysts is their sulfur
resistant [19-20].

In addition to these types of catalysts, the acid gas shift catalysts and catalysts containing noble metals
are developed [9]. The latter mainly include gold or platinum and are used in fuel cells.

In general, there is significant progress in the water-gas shift reaction including approaches to the
methods of preparation and characterization, doping, improvement and evaluation of catalysts, in
particular the nanocatalysts [1,6]. The data concerning WGSR studies permanently published demonstrate
a significant variety of the novel catalysts compositions and continuous interest in this field [7].

This work deals with testing the novel chromium-free, polymetallic alumina supported catalysts based
on iron as main component of high temperature catalysts and modified by additives of cobalt or copper as
the main components of low temperature catalysts and a noble metal — M, as a promoter. The catalysts
were tested in the water-gas shift reaction under atmospheric pressure and varying temperature, gas hourly
space velocity (GHSV), and steam to CO ratio (Hy/CO).

2. EXPERIMENTAL

The WGSR process — water-gas shift reaction was carrying out in a quartz flow reactor with fixed bed
catalyst under atmospheric pressure. Volume of catalyst was 6 ml. Water was supplied with well-
controlled rate using the syringe pump ‘“Perfusor FM BRAUN” plugged to an unit via connecting tube
equipped by heating system aimed for evaporating water. Steam was mixed with carbon monoxide (99.9%
vol. purity) and argon (99.9% vol. purity) used as balance-gas (10 vol.%) incoming from cylinders. Gas
velocities (carbon monoxide and argon) were regulated and controlled by means gas the mass-flow rate
regulators (F201CV, series EL-FLOW). Gas hourly space velocity (GHSV) of inlet mixture of carbon
monoxide and steam was varied within a range of 500-1500 h™'. Steam to carbon monoxide ratio —
H,O/CO was varied from 1.0 to 1.6. Temperature was varied in the range of 200-400°C. Duration of
catalysts testing was 8-20 hours.

Composition of inlet and outlet gas streams was determined by gas chromatograph Chromatec Crystal
5000.1 equipped with two TCD and with two packed columns, NaX 60/80 and Hayesep R 80/100, to
detect CO, H,, CO,, CHy4, C,-C4 hydrocarbons.
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The catalysts with the following composition were prepared: 10%Fe-Cu(1:1)-0.25%M,/Al,O; and
10%Fe-Co(1:1)-0.25%M,/Al,0; (wt.%), where M; — metal of the Group VIII. The catalysts were prepared
by the impregnation method.

Conversion of CO (Xco,%) was calculated by formula given below:

co _1,C0
x(cor=" T oo,

where V52~ mole fraction of CO in inlet stream, VS, — mole fraction of CO in outlet stream.

Conversion of water was not calculated.

Yields of reaction products: hydrogen, carbon dioxide and methane, (Yuz, Ycoz and Y cpg respectively)
expressed as its amount (umol) formed by gram of the catalyst per second (umol/(g:s)).

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The important parameters of WGSR process are reaction temperature and steam/CO ratio. The effect
of temperature and H,O/CO on carbon monoxide conversion and products yields have been studied in
WGSR under atmospheric pressure over the synthesized catalysts

During testing the 10%Fe-Cu(1:1)-0,25%M/Al,Oscatalyst in reaction of water-gas shift under
atmospheric pressure, H,O/CO=1 and GHSV=1000 h" it was observed that dependence of carbon
monoxide conversion degree on temperature is characterized by maximum at 290°C (Fig.1). Conversion
degree of CO at this temperature is 96.4%. Further increase in temperature to 310°C leads to slight
decrease of carbon monoxide conversion to 95.0%, while at 340°C the degree of CO conversion is
markedly decreased: X(CO)=88.0%. It is predictable taking into account the tendency of copper to thermal
sintering at higher temperatures [2]. The reaction products are hydrogen and carbon dioxide only. Their
yields and carbon monoxide conversion degree are symbatically changed. The yields of hydrogen and
carbon dioxide reach at maximum 1.33 and 1.30 umole/(g-s) respectively at temperature 290°C (Fig.1).
The formation of methane was not detected in the whole investigated range of temperatures.

100 1.4
95 -
/./'-"\_\.\ - 13
° X
2
X 00 - /‘/4—\\ én
8 —a—X(CO) -
= 857 Y(H2) =
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-1l
80 -
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240 290 340
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Figure 1 — Effect of temperature on WGSR process parameters over
10%Fe-Cu(1:1)-0.25%M,/A1,05 catalyst, H,O0/CO=1/1, P=1 atm, GHSV=1000 h™'

Testing the catalyst modified by cobalt — 10%Fe-Co(1:1)-0.25%M,/Al,O; under the same conditions
showed that the maximum conversion degree is 94.6% was reached at 315°C. In contrast to copper
containing catalyst, there was no significant decrease in degree of CO conversion with increase in
temperature (Fig. 2). Yields of hydrogen and carbon dioxide are almost equal and get at maximum 1.29
umole/(g-s) at t=315-320°C (Fig. 2). At temperature > 320°C, the formation of insignificant amount of
methane was occurred (less than 0.03%). At temperatures below 320°C, the formation of methane was not
observed.

—— |4 ——
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Figure 2 — Effect of temperature on WGSR process parameters over
10%Fe-Co(1:1)-0.25%M,/A1,05 catalyst, H,0/CO=1/1, P=1 atm, GHSV=1000 h™'

For the both catalysts, the effect of steam amount on water-gas shift reaction was studied. In industry,
the water-gas shift reaction is carried out at the excessive H,O/CO ratios. Decreasing operating
temperature and increasing steam/carbon ratio stimulate the growth of conversion degree regardless to
operating pressure. It is well-known that the low steam/CO ratios can result in epy metallic iron formation,
which causes increasing of methanation, carbon deposition, and Fischer — Tropsch reaction [6].

It was observed that a character of dependence of carbon monoxide conversion on molar ratio of
H,0O/CO was the opposite to the expected one. That requires the further study. However, the high value of
feed conversion at a low steam to carbon monoxide ratio may indicate that the 10%Fe-Co(1:1)-
0.25%M,/Al,05 is a perspective one to be used as the middle temperature catalyst for water-gas shift
reaction accompanied with the steam economy.

At Fig.3 the dependence of carbon monoxide conversion degree on H,O/CO ratio over the iron-
copper catalyst at t= 310°C and GHSV=1000 h™ is presented. With increase in H,O/CO ratio from 1 to 1.4
the conversion degree is decreased from 95.0 to 91.9% and accordingly the yields of hydrogen and carbon
dioxide decreased from 1.27 and 1.28 to 1.22 pmol/(g-s) respectively.

100 1,3
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NS 2 X
f{ 90 A gﬁ
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Figure 3 — Effect of HyO/CO ratio on WGSR process parameters over
10%Fe-Cu(1:1)-0.25%M,/ALO5 catalyst, P=1 atm, t=310°C, GHSV=1000 h™'

The iron-cobalt catalyst is less sensitive to the effect of steam excess in comparison with the Fe-Cu.
Nevertheless, the observed insignificant extremal dependence of carbon monoxide conversion and
15
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products yields on H,O/CO ratio indicates a negative impact of steam excess for this catalyst too (Fig. 4).
The optimal ratio H;O/CO=1.2 at temperature of 320°C when degree of CO conversion is 95.2% and
yields of hydrogen and carbon dioxide are equal to 1.31 umol/ (g's) each.
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Figure 4 — Effect of HyO/CO ratio on WGSR process parameters over
10%Fe-Co(1:1)-0.25%M,/ALO; catalyst, P=1 atm, t=320°C, GHSV = 1000 h™'

The effect of gas hourly space velocity on WGSR process parameters was studied over the 10%Fe-
Co(1:1)-0.25%M/Al,Os catalyst. The optimal value of GHSV in terms of products yields is 1000 h”', when
the carbon monoxide conversion is 91.0% that is slightly lower than 93.6% at GHSV=500 h™'. The yields
of hydrogen an carbon dioxide are equal to 1.2 pumol/g-s, that is twice higher in comparison with
GHSV=500 h"' (Table 1). Increase in GHSV to 1500 h™' is accompanied with decrease in both carbon
monoxide conversion and products yields (Table 1).

Table 1 — Effect of space velocity on WGSR process parameters .
over 10%Fe-Co(1:1)-0.25%M,/Al,Os catalyst at H,O/CO=1/1, P=1 atm, =310 C

Yield of products, pumole/(gs)
OHEV: X(CO).%
Y(Ha) Y(COy)
500 93.6 0.5 0.6
1000 91.0 1.2 1.2
1500 60.4 0.8 0.81

Thus, the testing of 10%Fe-M(1:1)/Al,05 catalysts, where M is Co or Cu, demonstrate their high
activity in water-gas shift reaction. The comparison of catalysts under the following conditions:
H,0/CO=1/1, P=1 atm, GHSV = 1000 h™", is given in Table 2. It needs to note that the cobalt-containing
catalyst has lower but quite sufficient activity. The catalyst has not a tendency to significant decrease in
activity with increasing temperature.

Table 2 — Comparative characteristics of the catalysts in WGSR process at H,O/CO=1/1, P=1 atm, GHSV=1000 h!

Yield of products, pmole/g*s
Catalyst X(CO)pax, Y0 t,°C
Y(Hy) Y(CO,)
10%Fe-Cu(1:1)- 0.25%M/A1,04 96.4 290 1.33 1.30
10%Fe-Co(1:1)-0.25%M/AlL,0; 94.6 315 1.29 1.29
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Both catalysts worked without loss of stability for 20 hours of their exploitation. The values of
specific surface area and pore volume of the fresh and spent catalyst are given in Table 3. Insignificant
decreasing of both parameters is occurred, that can be explained by blocking of surface by reaction
products, which were not removed from the surface after reaction running for 20 hours.

Table 3 — Specific surface area (BET) and pore volume of catalyst samples

Specific surface area, m*/g Pore volume, ml/g
Catalyst
Fresh Spent Fresh Spent
10%Fe-Cu(1:1)- 0.25%M/Al,04 132.2 123.9 n/d n/d
10%Fe-Co(1:1)-0.25%M/AlL,0; 156.2 141.9 146.1 126.6
CONCLUSIONS

On the base of data obtained the following can be concluded.

The both iron-containing catalysts studied perform the high activity in water gas shift reaction with
production of hydrogen. Conversion degree of carbon monoxide reaches 94.6 and 96.4% in maximum for
Fe-Co and Fe-Cu catalysts respectively. The copper containing catalyst exhibit somewhat higher activity:
higher carbon monoxide conversion (96.4% versus 94.6%) is achieved at lower temperature (290°C versus
315°C).

The both catalysts can be assigned as the middle temperature ones. The optimal temperatures of
WGSR are within the temperature region of 290-320C depending on the second metal nature — Cu or Co.

Further studies of catalysts are planned in particular to scale the water gas shift process - WGSR over
the developed catalysts.
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MOJUMETAJBI Fe-KYPAM/JIbI KOH/IBIPBLIFAH KATAJIU3ATOPJIAPJA
CY/JIbIH KEPI bIFBICY PEAKIIUSICHI

AHHoTanms1. Byt xyMbIcTa aybicrianibl MeTalap KOCIAachIMEeH MOIU(HILMPIICHI€H JKOHE aTIOMHHHUN TOTHIFBIHA
KOHJIBIPBUIFAH MOJIMMETANIbI TEMIPKYpaM/Ibl KaTannu3aTopiiapia Cy IblH Kepi bIFbICY peakuusichl 3epTrenii. Kemiprek
TOTBIFBIMEH CYJIbIH OPEKETTECYi MPOLECIHIEC TEeMIPKYpaMm/bl KaTajlu3aTopiiap CHIAThIHA MPOLECC TEMIIepaTypachl
MeH Kocna (Co Hemece Cu) TaOUFaThIHBIH dcepi, coHbIMeH Katap H,/CO KaThIHACHI MCH KOJIEMJIIK JKbUIIAMIBIK dcepi
KapacTeIppuiFraH OonateiH. KoOaneT HeMece MBIC KOCTIachIMEH MOAM(MUIMPIICHI€H, COHJal-aK YIIiHII KOMIOHEHT
periHze 8-1i TON 3JEMEHTIHIH aybICTIaJIbl METaJbIH KYPaWThIH JKOHE aJIOMUHHMH TOTBIFBIHA KOHJBIPBUIFAH TEMIp
HETI31H/er] CHHTE3/IeJITeH KaTaln3aTopiap CyIblH Kepi bIFBICY PEaKIMAChIHAA CyTeT1 OONBIHINA >KOFaphl OSJICEHIUTIK
MEH TAJFaMABUIBIKTEI KepceTTi. CHHTE3leNTreH KaTaau3aTopiapAa CyIbIH Kepi BIFBICY JKOJBIMEH CYyTETi aiyJbIH
THIMII JKaFqaibl AaHBIKTAJIIBL.

Tyiiin ce3nepi: Cyunbie Kepi blrsicy Peaknmscer, Fe-Kypamner Kongpipeuran Karammzartop, Cyreri, Kemiprex
TOTBIFBI
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PEAKIMUS BOJASIHOI'O CAIBUT'A HA ITIOJIMMETAJUVIMYECKHUX Fe-COAEPKAIIINX
HAHECEHHBIX KATAJIM3ATOPAX

AHHoTauus: B nanHoll paGore Oblia M3yueHa peakuusi BOASHOIO CABHMIA Ha MMOJUMETAIIMYECKUX HAHECEHHBIX Ha
OKCHJ aJIOMUHHMS SKEeNe30COAEPKANX KaTalu3aTopax, MOAU(GHUIIMPOBAHHEIX H00aBKaMH MEPEeXOIHBIX MeTauioB. beuio
PAcCMOTPEHO BIMSHUE TeMIIEpaTyphl mpouecca U npupoisl 106aBok (Co miu Cu) Ha HOBEICHUE JKENE30-COAEPHKALIUX
KaTaJIn3aTOpOB B IIpoliecce B3aUMOAEHCTBHS BOABI C OKCUAOM yrieposa. [lokazaHo, 4TO CHHTE3MPOBaHHbIE KaTalu3aTophbl
Ha OCHOBE eje3a, MoAu(uUIUpOoBaHHbIE N00aBKaMU MEAU WM KOOaabTa, a TAKKE COJEpIKalllle B KadeCTBE TPETHETO
KOMITIOHEHTA — MEPEXOHON METaII U3 8-0W TPYNIBI AJIEMEHTOB, HAaHECCHHBIC HA OKCHJ aIFOMUHHMS, 00Ja/Ial0T BHICOKOU
aKTUBHOCTBIO U CEJIEKTUBHOCTBIO 10 BOAOPOAY B peaKkUuU BOASHOro cisura. OnpeneneHsl ONTUMAlbHbIE YCIOBHA
MOJIy4YEeHUs BOJOPO/ia IIyTEM PEaKIMH BOASHOIO C/IBUT'a HA CHHTE3UPOBAHHBIX KaTalu3aTropax.

KiroueBble cioBa: Peakius Bompsnoro Casura, Fe-copepsxamuii Hanecennslit Karanusarop, Bogopon, Oxcuab
VYrnepona.
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