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Abstract. This study investigates the use of storytelling and dramatization in
university teaching of Alash figures and works of early twentieth-century Kazakh
literature. The aim was to assess whether these methods contribute to students’
historical-literary comprehension, interpretive analysis, creative writing, and
motivational-emotional engagement. The research followed a quasi-experimental
pretest—post-test design involving 48 second-year philology students at Kazakh
National Women'’s Teacher Training University. Two intact academic groups were
designated as the experimental group (n = 24) and the control group (n = 24). Over
eight weeks, students attended sixteen 50-minute sessions. Both groups studied
the same literary texts and worked toward the same learning objectives; however,
the experimental group completed structured storytelling and dramatization tasks,
while the control group was taught through lectures, teacher-guided discussion,
and conventional textual analysis. Data were collected using a 20-item historical-
literary comprehension test, analytic rubrics for interpretive and creative writing,
and a ten-item five-point questionnaire. Descriptive results showed that the groups
were comparable at the pretest stage across all four indicators. At the post-test
stage, the experimental group obtained higher mean scores in historical-literary
comprehension (16.8 £ 1.7 versus 14.6 + 1.9), interpretive analysis (9.4 + 1.2
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versus 7.8 £ 1.3), creative writing (9.7 £ 1.1 versus 8.5 £ 1.2), and engagement
(4.31 + 0.46 versus 3.58 £ 0.51). In addition, 22 students in the experimental
group (91.7%) reported that narrative presentation helped them remember
historical information. The findings suggest that the combined use of storytelling
and dramatization may support contextual understanding, evidence-based
interpretation, creative involvement, and emotional engagement. Given the limited
sample, single-institution setting, and absence of inferential statistical testing, the
results should be regarded as preliminary.
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Annoramus. byn 3eprrey Amam Kaiiparkepiepi MeH XX FachIpABIH
OachIHIaFbl KA3aK o/1¢OMETiHIH LIbIFapMajapblH YHUBEPCUTETTE OKBITYIA OastHIAY
MEH JpaMaTH3alusHbl KOJAAaHyAbl KapacTblpaibl. Makcar - Oyl omicTepaiH
CTYIIEHTTEP/IH TapuXH KOHE o1e0U TYCiHIriHEe, MHTePIPETANUSIBIK TaJlJaybIHA,
LIBIFAPMAIIBUIBIK JKa3yblHa, MOTHBALMSJIBIK OHE AMOLMOHAJIBI KaThICYbIHA
BIKMaJl eTeTiHiH Oaranay Oonabl. 3epTTey ajAblH aja XKoHE KeHiHri TecTieyMeH
KBa3MIKCIEPUMEHTTIK JIU3alHABI KOJAaHy apKbUIbl Kyprisingi. 3eprreyre Kaszax
WITTBIK KbI3/1ap MENarorukaiblK YHHUBEPCUTETIHIH (uitonorust xadeapachlHbIH
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eKIHIIII KYPCHIHBIH KBIPBIK CETi3 CTYNEHTI KaThICThl. EKi TONBIK 3epTTEy TOOBI
OemiHzi: SKCIEpUMEHTTIK (n = 24) sxoHe Oaxpliay (n = 24). CtyaeHTTep ceri3 anra
immiHge oH antel 50 MHUHYTTBIK cabakTapra KaThICThl. Eki Tom Ta Oipaeit omeOu
MOTiHIEpAi 3epTTen, Oipaeld OKy MakcarTapblHa KeTyre THIPBICTHI; [lereHMeH,
SKCIIEPUMEHTTIK TOIN ~KYpbUIBIMJaJFaH OasHzay »JKOHE Jpamaru3alusuiay
TarnchIpMatapblH OPBIHAABI, ajl OaKbuIay TOOBI JOpicTep, OKBITYIIBI OacKapaThlH
TaNKbUIAYIap JKOHE IOCTYPII MOTIHAI Taimaay apKbpUIel OiiM annel. lepekrep 20
TapMaKTaH TYPaThIH TAPUXU-97¢01 MOTIH/II TYCiHY T€CT1, HHTEPIPETAIUSIIBIK KOHE
LIBIFAPMAIIBUIBIK JKa3y[dblH aHAJIUTHKAJIBIK KPUTEPUIIEp] KOHE OH TapMaKTaH
TypatbiH Oec TapMaKTaH TYpPaTbIH cayaJlHaMa apKbUIbl )KUHaIABL. CUIaTTaMaibIK
HOTHIKENIEp TONTApAbIH TOPT eJeM OOWbIHIIA Ja ajlJbIH aja TEeCTiIey Ke3iHzae
CaJBICTBIPMAIIBI €KEeHIH KOpceTTi. TeCTTeH KeHiHT1 Ke3eH Ie IKCIIEPUMEHTTIK TOT
Tapuxu-o1eou Tycinyae (16,8 + 1,7 vs. 14,6 + 1,9), nuHTEpIpeTaliusIIBIK Talaayna
(9,4 £ 1,2 vs. 7,8 + 1,3), mbrrapmambuibik kasyna (9,7 £ 1,1 vs. 8,5 + 1,2) xone
kareicyna (4,31 £ 0,46 vs. 3,58 £ 0,51) sxorapsl opraia 6ai sxuHasl. COHBIMEH
Kartap, SKCIEpUMEHTTIK TonTarsl 22 ctyaent (91,7%) G6asnnay dbopmacekl Tapuxu
aKmapaTTbl ecTe cakKTayFa KOMEKTCCETiHIH Xalapmaibl. 3epTTey HOTHXKenepi
OastHmay MeEH JpaMaTH3alUsSHBIH YHJIeCciMi KOHTEKCTIK TYCIHYM, IoIelnmi
TYCIHIIpYAl, MIBIFAPMAIIBUIBIK KAaTBICY/Ibl XKOHE SMOIMOHAIBI JKayarThl JaMbITa
anatelHBIH Kepcererdi. [llexTeyrni ynriHi eckepe OTHIPHIN, 3epTTey Oip MekeMmene
KYPri3iial )koHe CTaTUCTUKANBIK TaJlayAblH 00JIMaybIHa OaiIaHbBICTBI HOTHXKETIEP
aJIJIBIH alla JIen CaHalTybl KePeK.

Tyiin ce3mep: Anam 3usIBUIApBI, KOPKeM oAeOHET, OHriMeney oici,
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AHHOTanmusi. B  JaHHOM HCCIENIOBAaHWUM UW3y4YaeTCs  HCIIOJIIb30BaHUE
MTOBECTBOBAHMS ¥ APaMaTH3AI|Y TPHU MIPETIOAaBaHUH B YHUBEPCUTETE MaTePHAIIOB
0 JesaTenax Analia 1 Ipou3BeIeHUH Ka3axCcKoi TuTepaTypbl Hadasia X X Beka. Llens
3aKJII0YajIach B OLEHKE TOTO, CIIOCOOCTBYIOT JIM 3TU METOABI PA3BUTHIO HCTOPUKO-
JUTEPATYPHOTO MOHUMAHHUS, HHTEPIPETAIMOHHOTO aHAJIN3a, TBOPYECKOTO IMHChMa
U MOTHBAI[MOHHO-IMOIIMOHATHHONW BOBJICUEHHOCTH CTYIEHTOB. lcciemoBaHnue
MIPOBOJIMJIOCH TI0 KBa3WIKCIIEPUMEHTAIILHON CXeMe C MpeABApUTEIBHBIM U
MOCJIEYIOIIUM TECTHPOBAHHEM, B HEM TPUHSIIN ydacTue 48 CTYIEHTOB BTOPOTO
Kypca ¢uironoruueckoro Qaxynpreta Ka3aXxCkoro HaIMOHaIBHOTO >KEHCKOTO
MeIarOTUIECKOr0 YHUBEpCHUTETa. BTN BBIICIICHBI IBE TIOJTHBIC YYSOHBIE TPy TIIIbI:
JKCIiepuMeHTanbHast (n = 24) u koHTponbHas (n = 24). B TeueHne BoChMU
HEZIeNb CTYICHTHI MOCeNad MEeCTHAANATh 3aHATHH 1o 50 muHyT. O0e Tpynmbl
M3y4Yalld OHH U T€ XK JIMTEPaTypHbIe TEKCThl U padOTaIM HaJ JOCTHKCHUEM
OJTHUX U TeX K€ YUeOHBIX IeJICi; OJTHAKO IKCIIEPUMEHTAIIbHAS TPYIINAa BHIMOIHSIA
CTPYKTYpUPOBaHHBIC 3ajlaHWsi IO IIOBECTBOBAHHIO W JpaMaTH3allid, B TO
BpeMsi KaK KOHTPOJIbHASI rpyImna oOydanach IMOCPEICTBOM JIEKIIUW, AUCKYCCUN
MOJI PYKOBOJCTBOM TIPEIOJaBaTells M TPAJAULIMOHHOTO TEKCTOBOTO aHalln3a.
COop IaHHBIX OCYIIECTBIISJICS C IOMOLIbIO TECTa HAa MOHMMAaHHE HCTOPUKO-
JIUTEPATYPHOTO TEKCTa, COCTOsMIEero u3 20 MyHKTOB, aHATUTHYECKUX KPUTEPUEB
JUTSL OIIEHKH WHTEPIIPETAIIMOHHOTO U TBOPYECKOTO MIChMa, a TAKIKE OIIPOCHUKA U3
JIECSATH IYHKTOB C MITHOAIbHOM 1Kanod. OnucaTebHbIE Pe3yIbTaThl TOKA3aIIH,
YTOTPYIITEIOBLIN CONIOCTABUMBI HAATATIE IPEIBAPUTEIILHOTO TECTUPOBAHUS IO BCEM
4eThIpEM TOKa3aTesisiM. Ha aTare UToroBoro TeCTUpOBAHUS SKCIIEPUMEHTAbHAS
rpymrma noiay4yuina 0osiee BBICOKHAE CpeHHUE 0alIbl 110 UCTOPUKO-ITUTEPATyPHOMY
nonnmanuo (16,8 += 1,7 mporus 14,6 + 1,9), uaTEprnpeTaluOHHOMY aHAJIU3Y
(9,4 £ 1,2 mportus 7,8 £+ 1,3), TBopueckomy nucemy (9,7 £ 1,1 nporus 8,5 £+ 1,2)
u BoBneu€HHoctu (4,31 + 0,46 mporus 3,58 + 0,51). Kpome Toro, 22 cryneHra
13 dKCIepuMeHTanbHou rpynnsl (91,7 %) cooOurwim, 4To MOBEeCTBOBATEIbHAS
¢bopMa TIOMOTIIa WM 3allOMHHTh HCTOPUYECKYH HH(popMmanutoo. Pesynbrars
WCCIICIOBaHMS TTOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO COYETAHHE IMOBECTBOBAHMS W J[paMaTHU3alluU
MOXKET CIIOCOOCTBOBaTh KOHTEKCTHOMY MOHMMAaHUIO, UHTEPIIPETAIIMH HA OCHOBE
(haKTUYEeCKUX JIAaHHBIX, TBOPYECKOMY BOBJICUCHUIO U SMOIMOHAIHHOMY OTKIIHKY.
YuuteiBasi OrpaHUYEHHYIO BBIOOPKY, NPOBEJCHHUE WCCICIOBAHUS B OJHOM
YUPEXKICHUU W OTCYTCTBHUE CTAaTHCTUYECKOTO aHaW3a, pPe3yJbTarThl CleayeT
paccMmarpuBarh Kak MpeABapUTEIbHBIE.

KaroueBble cioBa: WHTCIUIMIEHTHI AJlall, XyIdOXKeCTBEHHAs JIMTEparypa,
CTOPUTEIUIMHI,  JpaMaTh3alvs, METOAWKAa  MPENofaBaHus  JUTEPaTyphl,
HCTOpUYECKAs MaMsITh

Introduction. The Alash movement brought together intellectuals whose

political activism, educational initiatives, literary work, and journalism were
inseparable from the struggle for national autonomy and the cultural renewal
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of Kazakh society (Amanzholova, 2009). For this reason, Alash occupies a
significant place in historical memory and remains an important subject of literary
representation. Consequently, literary works portraying these historical figures
occupy an important place in university courses on Kazakh literature, enabling
students to examine historical events through artistic interpretation rather than
factual historical narratives alone.

Despitethe growing attention devoted to the Alashmovementin highereducation,
teaching its literary representation remains methodologically challenging. In many
university literature courses, instruction still relies predominantly on lectures
and textual analysis. Although these approaches provide historical and literary
knowledge, they often fail to promote students’ emotional engagement, independent
interpretation, critical reflection, and creative understanding of literary characters.
Contemporary literature teaching methodology increasingly emphasizes active
learning methods that encourage students to become active participants in the
educational process rather than passive recipients of information.

Storytelling and dramatization represent two active learning methods with
considerable educational potential. Storytelling presents educational material in
the form of coherent narratives that stimulate imagination, emotional involvement,
and meaningful understanding. Dramatization, through role-playing and the
enactment of literary situations, allows students to experience historical and
artistic events from the perspective of literary characters. Together, these methods
transform literature lessons into interactive learning environments where students
actively construct knowledge through interpretation, discussion, and creative
participation.

However, despite the recognized educational effectiveness of storytelling and
dramatization, their systematic application to teaching the literary representation
of the Alash intellectuals has received limited methodological attention. Most
existing studies investigate these methods in general educational settings or in
foreign language teaching, whereas their integrated use in university literature
courses devoted to national historical figures remains insufficiently explored.

This situation reveals a contradiction between the educational need to develop
students’ comprehensive understanding of the literary representation of the
Alash intellectuals through active learning methods and the predominance of
traditional lecture-based instruction in university literature courses. Consequently,
the research problem is to determine whether an integrated instructional model
combining storytelling and dramatization can improve students’ learning outcomes
when studying literary works devoted to the Alash movement.

The purpose of this study is to provide a theoretical and practical justification
for the effectiveness of teaching the literary representation of the Alash intellectuals
through storytelling and dramatization as active learning methods.

To achieve this purpose, the following objectives were formulated:

- to analyze the theoretical and methodological foundations of storytelling and

dramatization in literature teaching;
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- to develop lesson models integrating these methods into the study of literary
works about the Alash movement;

- to evaluate their educational effectiveness by comparing the learning outcomes
of experimental and control groups according to cognitive, emotional, interpretive,
and creative assessment criteria.

The object of the research is the process of teaching Kazakh literature at the
university level.

The subject of the research is the integrated application of storytelling and
dramatization in teaching the literary representation of the Alash intellectuals.

The practical significance of the study lies in the possibility of integrating the
proposed instructional model into university literature teaching practice to enhance
students’ literary interpretation, historical understanding, critical thinking, and
creative engagement.

Literature review. Existing studies on Alash-related literature have
primarily focused on the depiction of individual historical figures and on
literary interpretations of the movement’s political and cultural legacy. Gazizov,
for example, argues that Azimkan Zhabaihanov in the fourth book of Mukhtar
Auezov’s The Path of Abai can be read as an indirect representation of Alikhan
Bokeikhan (Zhumagul, 2017; Gazizov, 2020). The same study also considers
the direct portrayal of Alash intellectuals in Muktyzar Titakov’s historical drama
Murat ushin maidan [Struggle for an Ideal] (1935) (Zhumagul, 2017; Auezov,
2014). In contrast, Zhusipbek Aimauytov’s Kartkozha is used in the present study
not as a direct representation of Alash figures, but as a source for reconstructing
the social and intellectual context of the period and for examining the historical
perspective of an author associated with the Alash movement (Aimauytov, 2012).
This distinction is important for the methodology of the study, since each of the
three works serves a different function within the proposed instructional model.
While previous scholarship has addressed their historical and literary significance,
it has not offered or empirically tested an integrated model for teaching this
material through storytelling and dramatization.

Scholarship on storytelling offers a broader pedagogical rationale for the
proposed model. Ermolaeva et al. define storytelling in higher education as a means
of organizing and communicating both explicit and tacit knowledge (Ermolaeva
et al,, 2017). A systematic review of educational storytelling similarly links
narrative construction with cognitive engagement, reflection, and the integration
of different types of information (Wu and Chen, 2020). Studies conducted in
foreign-language classrooms also show that storytelling may enhance learners’
motivation, imagination, emotional involvement, and ability to interpret narrative
situations (Baburina and Poletaeva, 2019). At the same time, this body of research
does not specifically address Alash-related literary material. Its relevance to the
present study is therefore mainly theoretical and methodological: it provides a
general pedagogical foundation, but cannot be regarded as direct empirical
evidence for the effectiveness of the model tested in this research.
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Studies of dramatization have a closer connection with the reconstruction
and interpretation of historical situations. Baburina and Poletaeva emphasize
that dramatized instruction requires historically appropriate material, a clearly
structured dramatic conflict, and a scenario aligned with the objectives of the
lesson (Baburina and Poletaeva, 2019; 124). Luo et al., in a systematic review,
report positive learning outcomes associated with process drama in foreign-
language education (Luo et al., 2024). Lavanya et al. identify improvements in
communication, teamwork, and self-efficacy during a role-play intervention with
university students (Lavanya et al.,2024), while Korotkova considers role-based
discussion and historical simulation as forms of active engagement with historical
material (Korotkova, 2001). A broader meta-analysis also confirms a positive
relationship between drama-based pedagogy and academic achievement, although
it notes methodological limitations in several of the reviewed studies (Lee, 2015).
However, none of these publications examines the combined use of storytelling
and dramatization in teaching the literary representation and intellectual legacy
of the Alash movement. The present study addresses this specific methodological
gap.

The scholarly significance of this study lies in bringing together two lines
of inquiry that have generally been examined separately: literary scholarship
on Alash-related texts and pedagogical research on narrative and drama-based
learning. The study shows how different forms of connection between a literary
work and the Alash movement, including indirect characterization, direct dramatic
representation, and the historical perspective of an Alash-associated author, can be
transformed into concrete classroom activities and assessed through observable
learning outcomes.

The novelty of the study is not associated with the use of storytelling and
dramatization as independent teaching methods. Rather, it lies in designing a
context-specific instructional sequence that combines the narrative reconstruction
of the historical setting, students’ own accounts of selected episodes, role-based
interpretation of characters’ motives and positions, and reflective written analysis.
These activities are systematically linked to cognitive, motivational-emotional,
interpretive, and creative criteria for assessing learning outcomes.

The practical value of the study lies in the development of a replicable lesson
structure for university courses in Kazakh literature, with the possibility of
adapting it to other literary topics grounded in historical material. The proposed
materials include storytelling prompts, role descriptions, dramatization scenarios,
questions for guided discussion, and unified assessment rubrics.

Materials and methods. The study used a quasi-experimental pretest-posttest
design with two intact academic groups. It was conducted at the Kazakh National
Women’s Teacher Training University in the spring semester of 2024 within the
course Kazakh Literature of the Early Twentieth Century. Since the students
remained in their established academic groups, individual random assignment
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was not applied. The intervention lasted eight weeks and included 16 classroom
sessions of 50 minutes each. Both groups studied the same literary works, pursued
the same learning objectives, and completed comparable assessment tasks. In the
experimental group, instruction was organized through an integrated sequence
of storytelling and dramatization, whereas the control group was taught through
lectures, teacher-guided discussions, and conventional textual analysis. Both
groups were taught by the same instructor, which helped reduce the possible
influence of differences in teaching style and assessment practice. The research
procedure consisted of three consecutive stages: diagnostic assessment, formative
intervention, and post-intervention evaluation.

The study involved 48 second-year philology students enrolled in the course
Kazakh Literature of the Early Twentieth Century at the Kazakh National Women’s
Teacher Training University. Participants were selected through convenience
sampling from two intact academic groups. The experimental and control groups
each comprised 24 students. The students were between 18 and 20 years of age
(M = 18.9, SD = 0.6), and the sample consisted entirely of women. Participants
were included in the final analysis if they attended at least 80% of the instructional
sessions and completed both the pretest and the post-test. The baseline results for
the two groups are presented in Table 2.

The corpus selected for instruction consisted of three texts that relate to the
Alash movement in different ways. Mukhtar Auezov’s The Path of Abai was used
to analyze the indirect representation of Alikhan Bokeikhan through the character
of Azimkan Zhabaihanov (Gazizov, 2020). Muktyzar Titakov’s historical drama
Murat ushin maidan [Struggle for an Ideal] was included because it offers a direct
portrayal of several Alash intellectuals and provides suitable material for role-
based interpretation (Auezov, 2014). Zhusipbek Aimauytov’s Kartkozha served
as a basis for reconstructing the social and intellectual context of the period and
for examining the historical perspective of an author associated with the Alash
movement (Aimauytov, 2012). Additional historical documents, memoirs, and
literary excerpts were used only to clarify the context of the selected episodes. The
editions of all primary texts used in the study are specified in the reference list.

The pedagogical experiment consisted of three stages.

Diagnostic stage. Students’ initial knowledge of the Alash movement and
their ability to interpret literary characters were assessed through questionnaires,
classroom observation, and diagnostic tests.

Formative stage. The experimental group participated in a sequence of literature
lessons based on storytelling and dramatization. Storytelling activities included
teacher narratives about historical events, student-created historical stories,
reflective discussions, and interpretation of literary episodes. Dramatization
activities involved role-playing, staged literary dialogues, historical simulations,
and group performances based on selected literary works. During the same period,
the control group studied identical literary texts using traditional lecture-based
instruction, textual analysis, and teacher-led discussion.
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In the experimental group, each thematic unit was organized in four consecutive
stages. First, the instructor presented the historical setting through a structured
narrative based on the selected literary and historical sources. Second, students
reconstructed a selected episode as a short oral or written story. Third, they
interpreted the characters’ positions through role allocation, dialogue preparation,
and dramatization. Finally, students discussed the relationship between the
characters’ actions, the literary text, and the historical context, and then completed
a reflective written assignment. The control group studied the same episodes and
historical material, but without narrative reconstruction or role performance.

Post-intervention assessment stage. Upon completion of the instructional
intervention, both groups completed achievement tests and written assignments.
Their learning outcomes were compared using common assessment criteria.

Students’ learning outcomes were evaluated according to four assessment
criteria.

Table 1 — Assessment criteria and diagnostic tools

Criterion Indicator Assessment tool
Cognitive Knowledge of historical events, literary facts, | Achievement test
and understanding of characters
Motivational- | Interest in the material, willingness to Classroom observation, student
emotional participate, empathy, and motivational- questionnaire

emotional engagement
Interpretive | Ability to analyze literary characters, explain | Observation rubric, oral
historical motives, participate in discussions | discussion, written literary analysis

Creative Originality of interpretation, storytelling, role | Creative assignments and
performance, creative writing dramatization performance

The historical-literary comprehension test comprised 20 items. Each correct
answer was awarded one point, with a maximum possible score of 20. The test
assessed students’ knowledge of the historical context of the Alash movement,
their understanding of the selected literary works, and their ability to relate
characters’ actions to the social and political circumstances of the period. The
student questionnaire included 10 statements rated on a five-point Likert scale,
from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree). It was designed to measure
students’ interest in the material, perceived memorability of the historical content,
willingness to participate in classroom activities, and emotional engagement.

Interpretive writing was assessed using four criteria: the use of textual evidence,
explanation of historical motivation, coherence of interpretation, and contextual
accuracy. Creative assignments were evaluated in terms of originality, historical
plausibility, narrative coherence, and consistency with the literary source. Each
criterion was scored from 0 to 3 points, giving a maximum score of 12 points for
each assignment.

The instruments were reviewed by three specialists: one in Kazakh literature,
one in literature teaching methodology, and one in educational assessment. Written
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assignments and dramatization performances were evaluated independently by
two raters using a shared rubric. Inter-rater reliability was calculated using the
intraclass correlation coefficient and was found to be acceptable (ICC = 0.86). The
student questionnaire also showed satisfactory internal consistency (Cronbach’s a
=0.84).

The same assessment criteria and evaluation rubrics were applied in both the
experimental and control groups to ensure comparability of results.

Participation in the study was voluntary. Before data collection, students
were informed about the aims of the research and the use of anonymized data for
scholarly purposes. Written informed consent was obtained from each participant.

Quantitative analysis comprised frequencies and percentages for questionnaire
responses, as well as means, standard deviations, and pretest—posttest changes
for test results and written-assignment scores. Since no inferential statistical tests
were conducted, between-group differences are reported descriptively and should
not be interpreted as evidence of a causal effect of the intervention.

Qualitative data drawn from classroom observation notes and students’
reflective responses were grouped into four predefined categories: cognitive
understanding, motivational and emotional engagement, literary interpretation,
and creative performance. The analysis examined recurring patterns in students’
responses and compared these patterns across the two instructional conditions.

Results. Table 2 shows the pretest and posttest results for the experimental and
control groups. The data are presented descriptively, as no inferential statistical
tests were performed. Therefore, the observed differences reflect the direction and
extent of change within this sample and should not be interpreted as evidence of
statistical significance or a causal effect of the intervention.

Table 2 — Pretest and post-test results of the experimental and control groups

Indicator and scale Experimental | Experimental Control Control Difference
group pretest, | group post- | group pretest, | group post- | in change
M+SD test, M£SD M=SD test, M£SD

Historical-literary 11.6+2.1 16.8+1.7 11.7£2.0 14.6+1.9 2.3
comprehension, 020
Interpretive analysis, 6.1+1.3 9.4+1.2 6.2+1.4 7.8+1.3 1.7
0-12
Creative writing, 0—12 6.5£1.2 9.7+1.1 6.5+1.3 8.5¢1.2 1.2
Motivational-emotional | 3.18+0.52 4.31+0.46 3.21+£0.49 3.58+0.51 0.76
engagement, 1-5
Note: M = mean; SD = standard deviation. The difference in change was calculated as (experimental
group post-test — pretest) — (control group post-test — pretest). The historical-literary comprehension
test had a maximum score of 20 points, while interpretive analysis and creative writing were assessed
on 12-point scales. Motivational-emotional engagement was measured on a five-point Likert scale.

At the pretest stage, the experimental and control groups demonstrated broadly
comparable descriptive results across all four assessment criteria: historical-
literary comprehension, interpretive analysis, creative writing, and motivational-
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emotional engagement. By the posttest stage, the experimental group reached a
mean historical-literary comprehension score of 16.8 + 1.7, whereas the control
group scored 14.6 £ 1.9. Mean creative-writing scores were also higher in the
experimental group than in the control group, at 9.7+ 1.1 and 8.5+ 1.2, respectively.
In addition, 22 out of 24 students in the experimental group (91.7%) reported
that presenting historical information in narrative form facilitated memorization.
Taken together, these findings indicate more favorable descriptive dynamics in the
experimental group; however, since inferential analysis was not conducted, the
statistical significance of these differences was not established.

The study has several limitations. First, the sample consisted of 48 students from
a single university, which limits the generalizability of the findings. Second, the
two academic groups were used in their existing composition and were not formed
through individual random assignment. Third, storytelling and dramatization
were applied together, so their separate effects could not be assessed. Fourth, the
analysis was descriptive and did not include inferential testing of group-by-time
differences. The results may also have been affected by the novelty of the activities
and by instructor-related factors. Future research should include larger samples
from several universities, validated assessment tools, longer observation periods,
and statistical analysis of pretest—posttest changes.

Discussion. The observed pattern may be explained by the differing cognitive
and interpretive demands of the two activities. Storytelling helped students
structure fragmented historical information as a coherent causal narrative, while
dramatization required them to connect textual evidence with the motives and
positions of literary characters. This interpretation is in line with studies linking
narrative construction to engagement and reflection (Ermolaeva, 2017; Wu and
Chen, 2020; Flanagan, 2015), as well as with research on role-based and drama-
based learning (Baburina and Poletaeva, 2019; Luo et al., 2024; Lavanya et al.,
2024; Korotkova, 2001; Lee, 2015).

These findings should be interpreted with caution. They do not demonstrate the
independent effectiveness of either method, since storytelling and dramatization
were applied as a combined intervention. As a result, the study design does not
allow the specific contribution of each method to be assessed separately. In
addition, the use of intact academic groups means that novelty effects, instructor
influence, and pre-existing group differences cannot be fully ruled out. Therefore,
the study offers preliminary evidence of pedagogical feasibility rather than a
conclusive causal evaluation.

Conclusion. The study offers preliminary evidence that a structured
combination of storytelling and dramatization may enhance students’ engagement
with literary material related to the Alash movement. In the present sample, the
experimental group showed more pronounced descriptive improvement than the
control group in historical-literary comprehension, interpretive analysis, and
creative writing. These results suggest the pedagogical feasibility of the proposed
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model. However, because the study did not include inferential statistical testing or
individual random assignment, the findings should be interpreted with caution and
cannot be regarded as conclusive evidence of a causal effect.

The study’s theoretical contribution is the identification of three pedagogical
functions of Alash-related literary material: the indirect representation of historical
figures, their direct dramatic representation, and the reconstruction of the period
through the perspective of an author associated with the Alash movement. These
functions are linked to specific learning activities and to assessment criteria
covering cognitive, motivational-emotional, interpretive, and creative dimensions.

The practical contribution of the study is a structured four-stage instructional
sequence that includes contextual storytelling, students’ narrative reconstruction,
role-based interpretation, and reflective literary analysis. This model may be
applied to other historically grounded topics, provided that instructors carefully
verify historical sources, differentiate between direct and indirect forms of literary
representation, and apply consistent assessment criteria. Future research should
examine the proposed model using larger samples from multiple institutions and
apply inferential statistical methods to determine whether the observed differences
are statistically reliable.

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are proposed:

1. Development of instructional resources. Prepare teaching materials, including
storytelling scenarios, dramatization scripts, and methodological guidelines based
on literary works about the Alash movement to support university literature
instructors.

2. Professional development for teachers. Incorporate training on storytelling
and dramatization into teacher education and professional development programs
to strengthen instructors’ competencies in active learning methods.

3. Digital formats also warrant further examination. Future studies could assess
whether digital storytelling, multimedia narrative tasks, and online role-playing
offer additional pedagogical value compared with the non-digital instructional
model examined in the present study.
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