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Abstract. The article analyzes the scientific and methodological foundations 
of using regional oral history materials in teaching the topic of women in the 
home front in the context of modernizing the content of historical education at 
school. The main problem is the need to enrich students' historical consciousness 
not only with factual knowledge, but also with factual and personal content based 
on human destiny. The requirements for multi-source teaching, the development 
of research skills, and the anthropological interpretation of historical reality 
specified in modern regulatory documents increase the relevance of the problem. 
Regional oral history data are an important resource that allows us to truly 
recognize the social, emotional, and everyday aspects of women's labor in the 
home front. The study used data collection, structuring, comparative analysis, 
empirical observation, as well as international methods for assessing historical 
memory and historical thinking (Korotaev–Danilov test; Wineburg-Seixas model). 
Comparing the results of the experimental and control groups made it possible to 
assess changes in students' ability to remember facts, identify cause-and-effect 
relationships, and make historical interpretations. The main hypothesis of the 
study is that the systematic use of regional oral history materials is more effective 
than traditional methods in shaping students' historical thinking. The experimental 
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results confirmed the prediction: students' historical memory indicators increased 
by 60–68%, and there was a qualitative change in the skills of data analysis, 
interpretation, and understanding of historical sequence. The results of the study 
are suitable for widespread use in school practice. Students will learn to work with 
evidence based on eyewitness accounts, memories, and material data, to conduct 
interviews, and to conduct microhistorical analysis. The proposed methodological 
model increases the educational potential of teaching history and allows for 
the natural introduction of values ​​such as patriotism, respect for labor, and the 
continuity of generations into the content of the curriculum.

Keywords: regional history, oral history, school, school practice, women in the 
rear, teaching, teaching methodology, student, labor in the rear
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Аннотация. Мақалада мектептегі тарихи білім мазмұнын жаңғырту 
жағдайында өңірлік ауызша тарих материалдарын тылдағы әйелдер 
тақырыбын оқытуда қолданудың ғылыми-әдістемелік негіздері талданады. 
Басты проблема - оқушылардың тарихи санасын тек фактологиялық біліммен 
емес, адам тағдырына негізделген деректік және тұлғалық мазмұнмен байыту 
қажеттілігі. Қазіргі нормативтік құжаттарда көрсетілген көпдереккөзді оқыту, 
зерттеушілік дағдыларды дамыту және тарихи шындықты антропологиялық 
тұрғыдан түсіндіру талаптары мәселенің өзектілігін күшейтеді. Өңірлік 
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ауызша тарих деректері - тылдағы әйелдер еңбегінің әлеуметтік, эмоциялық 
және тұрмыстық қырларын шынайы түрде тануға мүмкіндік беретін 
маңызды ресурс. Зерттеуде деректемелік материалдарды жинау, құрылымдау, 
салыстырмалы талдау, эмпирикалық бақылау, сондай-ақ тарихи жады 
мен тарихи ойлауды бағалаудың халықаралық әдістемелері (Коротаев–
Данилов тесті; Wineburg-Seixas моделі) қолданылды. Эксперименттік және 
бақылау топтарының нәтижелерін салыстыру оқушылардың фактілерді 
есте сақтауы, себеп–салдарлық байланыстарды анықтауы және тарихи 
интерпретация жасау қабілеттерінің өзгерісін бағалауға мүмкіндік берді. 
Зерттеудің негізгі гипотезасы – өңірлік ауызша тарих материалдарын жүйелі 
қолдану оқушылардың тарихи ойлауын қалыптастыруда дәстүрлі әдістерге 
қарағанда неғұрлым тиімді нәтиже береді. Эксперимент қорытындылары 
болжамды растады: оқушылардың тарихи жадысының көрсеткіштері 60–
68%-ға дейін өсіп, деректерді талдау, интерпретация және тарихи реттілікті 
түсіну дағдыларында сапалы өзгеріс байқалды. Зерттеу нәтижелері мектеп 
тәжірибесінде кеңінен қолдануға қолайлы. Оқушылар куәгерлердің әңгіме
лері, естеліктер, заттық деректер негізінде дерекпен жұмыс істеуді, сұхбат 
құрастыруды, микроисториялық талдау жасауды меңгереді. Ұсынылған 
әдістемелік модель тарихты оқытудың тәрбиелік әлеуетін арттырып, 
патриотизм, еңбекті құрметтеу және ұрпақтар сабақтастығы сияқты 
құндылықтарды оқыту мазмұнына табиғи түрде енгізуге мүмкіндік береді.

Түйін сөздер: өңірлік тарих, ауызша тарих, мектеп, мектеп практикасы, 
тылдағы әйелдер, оқыту, оқыту әдістемесі, оқушы, тылдағы еңбек
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Аннотация. В статье рассматриваются научно-методические основы ис
пользования региональных материалов устной истории при изучении темы 
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женщин тыла в условиях обновления содержания школьного исторического 
образования. Актуальность исследования обусловлена необходимостью 
обогащения исторического сознания учащихся не только фактологическими 
сведениями, но и источниковыми, личностно ориентированными материалами, 
основанными на человеческих судьбах. Требования нормативных документов 
к внедрению многоисточникового подхода, развитию исследовательских 
навыков и антропологическому осмыслению исторической реальности 
усиливают значимость данной проблемы. Региональные устноисторические 
свидетельства рассматриваются как важный ресурс, позволяющий 
раскрыть социальные, эмоциональные и бытовые аспекты труда женщин в 
тылу. В исследовании использовались методы сбора, структурирования и 
сравнительного анализа источников, эмпирического наблюдения, а также 
международные подходы к оценке исторической памяти и исторического 
мышления, включая тест Коротаева–Данилова и модель Wineburg–Seixas. 
Сравнение результатов экспериментальной и контрольной групп позволило 
оценить изменения в способности учащихся запоминать факты, выявлять 
причинно-следственные связи и осуществлять историческую интерпретацию. 
Основная гипотеза исследования заключалась в том, что систематическое 
использование региональных устноисторических материалов эффективнее 
способствует формированию исторического мышления школьников по 
сравнению с традиционными методами обучения. Итоги эксперимента 
подтвердили данное предположение: показатели исторической памяти 
учащихся возросли до 60–68 %, а также отмечены качественные улучшения 
в умении анализировать данные, интерпретировать исторические явления и 
понимать хронологическую последовательность. Результаты исследования 
обладают практической значимостью для школьного исторического 
образования. Учащиеся овладевают навыками работы с источниками на 
основе рассказов свидетелей, воспоминаний и предметных материалов, 
учатся проводить интервью и выполнять микроисторический анализ. 
Предлагаемая методическая модель усиливает воспитательный потенциал 
исторического образования, способствуя формированию патриотизма, 
уважения к труду и преемственности поколений.

Ключевые слова: региональная история, устная история, школьная 
практика, женщины тыла, методика преподавания истории, историческое 
мышление, учащиеся, труд в тылу

Introduction. One of the main tasks of the education system at the present 
stage is to form the historical consciousness of the younger generation, preserve 
the integrity of national memory, and combine historical and cultural values with 
modern educational content. In his speech at the IV National Congress, Head 
of State K.K. Tokayev identified in-depth study of national history, updating 
historical knowledge taking into account regional specifics, and forming a “truth-
based historical perspective” for the younger generation as one of the ideological 
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priorities of the state (Tokayev, 2025). As the President noted, the historical 
heritage of each region has its own uniqueness, and recognition of its uniqueness 
is the basis for the strong formation of a sense of patriotism.

The strategic directions are also specified in the Concept of the Cultural 
Policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2023-2029, which identifies the revival 
of historical and cultural heritage, support for oral history projects, and linking 
the historical memory of local communities with the educational process as 
one of the priority areas (Government of Kazakhstan, 2023). At the same time, 
official documents on improving the content of education also oblige to introduce 
a multi-source approach to the subject of history at school. In particular, the 
methodological instruction “On the features of organizing the educational process 
in general education schools in the 2025–2026 academic year” clearly states the 
need to develop students' research activity, work with local historical materials, 
and use oral history methods (Altynsarin National Academy of Sciences, 2025).

Literary review. And the State General Compulsory Standard of Secondary 
Education (Ministry of Education, 2022) requires strengthening the value-based, 
evidence-based and practice-oriented nature of history teaching. The standard sets 
the task of forming students' historical thinking skills, a culture of working with 
sources, as well as an anthropological approach to historical events through the 
role of individuals. A scientific and pedagogical basis that requires the targeted use 
of regional oral history materials in school practice.

Oral history is a unique source of information that reveals historical reality 
through the memories, stories, and experiences of direct witnesses. The importance 
of oral data in domestic historiography, especially in explaining socio-historical 
changes in the 20th century, has been systematically analyzed in several works. 
“The History of Kazakhstan from Ancient Times to Today” (Dauir, 1994) and the 
multi-volume work published under the editorship of M.K. Kozybayev emphasize 
the importance of local data, family memories, and oral testimonies in studying 
the history of everyday life of the people during the war years and in the rear 
(Kozybayev, 2010). The work “The History of Kazakhstan: Practicum” prepared 
by T. Omarbekov and colleagues also offers effective methods for using oral data 
in practical lessons (Omarbekov et al., 2016).

Among the scientific works related to the methodology of teaching history at 
school, the research of B.K. Abdulova clearly substantiates the role of regional 
historical materials in improving the quality of teaching and enhancing the 
cognitive activity of students. The author notes that the systematic introduction 
of oral history materials by school teachers in the educational process not only 
expands students' historical understanding, but also develops their ability to 
perceive historical events (Abdugulova, 2010).

Based on methodological and normative foundations, the use of regional 
oral history materials in teaching the topic of women in the rear allows us to 
present historical reality “through human fate”. Memories of the hard work of 
women in the rear, their social role, and life during the war are valuable data that 
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combine history with real-life experience and increase students’ emotional and 
value understanding. The method helps students perceive historical events not as a 
simple series of facts, but in a human, social, and gender context.

In addition, the oral history method is a practical tool for developing students' 
research skills - interviewing, data analysis, comparison, interpretation skills. 
It fully complies with current educational standards and government policy 
directions. That is, teaching the topic of women in the home front through regional 
oral history materials expands the scientific and methodological principles of 
teaching history and opens up new pedagogical opportunities in school practice.

Regional oral history materials allow us to reveal the multifaceted fate of 
women in the home front. The work of women during the war years is not limited 
to indicators in production or agriculture; their psychological resilience, fulfillment 
of family responsibilities, and overcoming difficulties in everyday life are 
important lessons for today's younger generation. Such data create the conditions 
for restoring the reality of everyday life that is not reflected in official statistics. 
Therefore, teaching the role of women in the home front through regional memoir 
materials is an effective way to present history in a humanistic direction. It allows 
students to view historical events not only as a political and social phenomenon at 
the macro level, but also as a socio-anthropological phenomenon that reflects the 
fate of an individual.

At the same time, the introduction of oral history into the classroom is consistent 
with the modern requirements for organizing the educational process. As indicated 
in the new standards, the formation of students' communicative, research and 
socio-emotional skills is one of the main outcomes of the history subject (Ministry 
of Education, 2022). Working with oral data, a student masters the culture of 
interviewing, uses critical thinking in interpreting data, and develops empathetic 
perception skills when listening to eyewitness stories. The approach is consistent 
with the principles of person-centered learning and combines the teaching of the 
topic of women in the rear with the formation of students' value orientations, not 
limiting it to the mastery of chronological facts. The use of regional oral history 
materials not only deepens the content of the history subject, but also increases its 
educational potential.

Materials and methods. The methodological basis of the research work was 
formed by a harmonious unity of empirical and theoretical approaches aimed at 
a comprehensive description of the process of acquiring historical knowledge. 
The analysis was aimed at assessing the students' ability to perceive historical 
information, reproduce it, and explain the connections between historical 
phenomena using multifaceted indicators. For this purpose, the materials and 
methods of the study consisted of a set of functional tools that allow for an accurate 
measurement of the cognitive load of students.

The use of regional oral history materials in teaching history allows students 
to deeply understand the history of their native region, to experience historical 
memory on a personal level, and to emotionally and cognitively perceive the topic 
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of women in the rear. Systematization of types of oral history materials creates 
conditions for their purposeful and effective introduction into school practice. The 
main types of use of regional oral history materials are shown below (Figure -1)

Figure 1 — Types of use of regional oral history materials

The research base was selected as the general education school No. 3 in 
Semey city, and the participants were 10th grade students (n = 53). The age of the 
majority of students is the period when the logical, reflective and interpretative 
abilities necessary for understanding historical material are formed. During 
the study, the principle of selection was taken into account as the similarity of 
academic performance and the level of intra-class communication, ensuring the 
comparability of data. The structure of the distributed groups was organized 
approximately equally to contribute to the objectivity of the research results.

The materials included a set of tasks to assess the reconstruction of historical 
content, analytical modules aimed at determining the level of students' application of 
historical logic, as well as a set of cognitive operations to determine students' ability 
to work with data. The materials were aimed not at mechanical memorization of 
historical information, but at determining the skills of structuring it, distinguishing 
semantic units, and interpreting the historical context. The content of the tasks 
used included such activities as comparing sources, compiling a chronology of 
events, perceiving the integrity of the historical process, and systematizing causal 
relationships.

The system of methods revealed a multi-layered structure of the research logic. 
First of all, diagnostic measurements were carried out to determine the initial 
level of historical knowledge of students. The content and structural tasks for 
reproducing historical material allowed to assess not only the ability of students to 



ISSN 1991-3494 3.2026

79

remember historical facts, but also the level of their interpretation of the meaning 
of past events. In working with historical information, special attention was paid 
to the students' factual thinking operations - such as comparison, classification, 
and identification of logical connections.

The second direction of the research methods involved the analysis of students' 
historical thinking as a cognitive structure. It is known that historical understanding 
is not just a collection of data, but is determined by a person's ability to interpret 
the past and see the connection between events. Therefore, during the study, 
students' analytical reasoning, interpretation of historical situations, and skills in 
distinguishing semantic accents from historical data were purposefully considered. 
The analysis was important for determining the level of application of historical 
knowledge by students.

The research process included long-term observation, consisting of several 
stages. The data obtained at each stage were compared with each other, and the 
dynamics of changes in students' cognitive indicators were determined. During the 
experimental stage, students were offered tasks that allowed them to use various 
strategies for mastering historical information, and the activity of their historical 
memory and the complexity of their thinking skills were monitored. During the 
stage, the nature of students' interaction with historical material - in textual, visual, 
logical and structural forms - was specially recorded.

The collected materials were processed using quantitative and qualitative 
analysis methods. Among the quantitative analysis indicators, dynamic growth, 
percentage comparison, and integrative index calculation methods were used. In 
addition, correlation analysis was conducted to determine the interaction between 
the level of historical memory and the components of historical thinking. This 
approach allowed us to explain the interrelationship of the mechanisms of cognitive 
development of students, not limited to assessing thematic progress.

Qualitative analysis was carried out by analyzing students' responses in terms 
of interpretive, logical, and semantic structure. In particular, students' individual 
interpretation strategies, rational reasoning when working with historical data, and 
cause-and-effect systematization were taken into account when creating historical 
interpretations.

The proposed research structure forms the methodological basis of a 
pedagogical experiment aimed at comprehensively identifying cognitive changes 
in students in the acquisition of historical knowledge (Table 1). Such a model 
of experimental design allows obtaining reliable data for diagnosing historical 
memory and historical thinking, as well as for systematically assessing the 
effectiveness of correctional and developmental work. The selection of 10th grade 
students of comprehensive school No. 3 in Semey as the research site ensures that 
the research results are verified in an environment close to the educational process. 
The division of participants into control and experimental groups allows for the 
identification of the effect of pedagogical influence through comparative analysis.

The eight-week duration of the experiment allows us to monitor the dynamics 
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of the formation of historical knowledge through time changes. The fact that 
the diagnostic block consists of two main components - historical memory and 
historical thinking measurement tools - determines the cognitive orientation of the 
study. The directions comprehensively cover the structural elements of historical 
knowledge and allow for a comprehensive assessment of students' abilities to 
perceive, remember, work with data and interpret historical material.

Correctional and developmental work is carried out through methodological 
exercises such as historical reconstruction, chronological arrangement, work 
with primary data, and interpretative tasks. Such content is intended to activate 
students' historical thinking operations, identify cause-and-effect relationships 
between facts, and improve their skills in interpreting historical information. The 
systematic introduction of exercises allows us to verify the dynamic growth of the 
quality of knowledge in the experimental group.

The obtained data are processed using quantitative analysis methods: percentage 
comparison, calculation of dynamic changes in indicators, identification of 
intergroup differences and, if necessary, analysis of correlations. Such statistical 
methods allow to demonstrate the real effectiveness of pedagogical influence on 
a concrete basis. The research design presented in the table serves as a structural 
and methodological framework that ensures the scientific validity of pedagogical 
intervention aimed at the development of historical knowledge (table -1).

Table 1 — Structural description of the research design
Research component Description
Research location Semey city, secondary school No. 3
Number of participants 53 students (10th grade)
Team composition Control group – 26; Experimental group – 27
Type of study Pedagogical experiment (control-experimental model)
Study duration 8 weeks

Diagnostic unit Diagnostics of historical memory; Diagnostics of historical 
thinking

Correctional and development work Historical reconstruction, chronology, data work, 
interpretation exercises

Processing methods Quantitative analysis, percentage comparison, dynamic 
growth, correlation

In order to comprehensively determine the level of students' mastery of historical 
knowledge, a set of specially developed diagnostic tools was used during the 
study. Since the tools are aimed at measuring the structural elements of historical 
memory and the main components of historical thinking, they allow for an accurate 
and reliable assessment of the effectiveness of pedagogical intervention. It is 
known that the process of mastering history includes complex cognitive actions, 
therefore, in developing measurement tools, in addition to individual indicators, 
their interrelationships were taken into account.

The first block of diagnostics is focused on the ability to reproduce historical 
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information and comprehensively assesses the structure of the student's historical 
memory through indicators such as identifying dates, recalling events, identifying 
cause-and-effect relationships, and checking knowledge about historical figures. 
Such tasks allow us to determine not only factual accuracy, but also the features 
of long-term memory of historical material, the level of understanding of the 
semantic component of the event.

The second diagnostic module is aimed at identifying the components of 
historical thinking. The formation of chronological consciousness, skills in 
working with primary data, comparative operations, the ability to interpret 
historical information, and a sense of historical context are important criteria that 
reflect the student's high-level cognitive strategies in analyzing and interpreting 
historical knowledge. The results of the module allow us to assess not only the 
degree of structuring of students' historical thinking, but also their ability to 
analyze historical phenomena from a multifaceted perspective.

The diagnostic tools used fully correspond to the goals and objectives of the 
study and form a measurement system that allows us to objectively determine the 
effectiveness of the experimental effect (Table 2).

Table 2 — Dimensions of diagnostic tools used in the study

Diagnostic tool Measurable indicators Assessment 
direction

Tasks for reconstructing 
historical information

date matching, event content recall, cause-and-
effect relationships, knowledge of individuals, 
factual accuracy

The structure of 
historical memory

Module for identifying 
components of historical 
thinking

chronological awareness, working with data, 
comparison, interpretation, sense of historical 
context

Historical system of 
thought

During the experimental period, in order to comprehensively develop students' 
historical thinking, educational tasks of various content and cognitive orientation 
were systematically used. The tasks were aimed at activating complex thinking 
activities such as reviving historical knowledge, understanding the temporal 
sequence, analyzing data, and interpreting historical events. Since each type of 
task is aimed at the purposeful formation of certain cognitive abilities of students, 
it forms the methodological core of the experimental work. The structure, content, 
and pedagogical goals of the tasks are systematized in the table below (Table 3).

Table 3 — Structure of learning tasks in the experimental period
Task type Contents Purpose
Historical reconstruction restore the dynamics of the event development of historical logic
Chronological modeling creating a chronology, matching dates strengthen temporal thinking

Working with data comparison of historical documents, 
content analysis develop critical thinking

Interpretation tasks to explain events creating a cause-and-effect 
system
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The research materials and methods were created on the basis of a scientific 
and methodological system that allows students to consider the process of 
forming historical understanding as a complex cognitive structure, not only 
through performance indicators, but also through the development of historical 
knowledge. The versatility of the methods allowed for an objective assessment of 
the development of historical memory, deepening of historical thinking, and the 
ability to work with historical information.

The thematic plan for grade 10 (Table 4) was developed as a comprehensive 
methodological framework aimed at gradually expanding students' understanding 
of the history of the homeland. The content of the plan is organized taking into 
account the age characteristics of students, their ability to perceive historical 
information, and their level of mastery of the oral history method. Each topic 
facilitates the interpretation of historical phenomena through tasks based on the 
student's personal experience and family memory, and the methods used allow for 
the systematic development of data work, chronological thinking, comparative 
analysis, and reconstruction skills. The plan is a logical continuation of the 
pedagogical process aimed at increasing students' research interest and at the same 
time forming historical consciousness.

Table 4 — Thematic plan for grade 10
No. Topic name Methodological foundations

1 Women's work in the rear: 
everyday life

- Real-life examples (grandmother's and grandfather's stories). 
- Directing with simple questions. 
- Use of photos and videos.

2 What is oral history?
- Simple explanation of the definition. 
- Collect a memento from the family. 
- Connection with the topic “Kazakhstan during the war years” in 
the textbook.

3 The history of my region
- Search for information by region. 
- Easy research questions. 
- Working with local material.

4 The work of women in 
the rear

- Clarification of the types of work in the textbook text. 
- "Matching" game. 
- Use of visuals.

5 Listening and writing oral 
narrative

- Ask 5 easy interview questions. 
- Write a short text of 5-7 sentences. 
- Develop listening and writing skills.

6 Data comparison: 
textbook and memoir

- Compare two data. 
- Use a simple table. 
- Find similarities and differences.

7 The hardships of life in 
the rear

- Presenting the challenges in a form that is understandable to the student. 
- Explain the value of "Overcoming Together". 
- Developing empathy.

8
The role of women in the 
rear and its relevance to 
today

- Reflection through the question "If you were in that period...". 
- Easy essay writing. 
- Explain the values ​​of work and responsibility.

9
Historical tasks: 
chronology, identification, 
reconstruction

- Placement of dates. 
- Drawing up a diagram of "War - Home Front - Victory". 
- Describe a woman's day's work.

10 Final project: "My 
research"

- 3-5 minute presentation. 
- Easy evaluation criteria. 
- Research your family or region.
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Results. The research was aimed at the quality of mastering historical 
knowledge in the 10th grade of secondary school No. 3 in Semey, the level of 
historical memory of students and the dynamics of the development of historical 
thinking skills. A control group of 26 students and an experimental group of 27 
students participated in the study. In order to increase the scientific validity of 
the experiment, two diagnostic tools were used, approved in history teaching and 
recognized in historical pedagogy and cognitive history methods: “Historical 
memory test” (E.V. Korotaev - A.A. Danilov) and “Historical thinking level map” 
(Wineburg-Seixas).

These methodologies are widely used in international research (CANADIAN 
HISTORICAL THINKING PROJECT; Stanford History Education Group) and al-
low for a comprehensive assessment of students' abilities to retain, reconstruct, ana-
lyze, interpret, and establish cause-and-effect relationships in historical information.

The experiment was carried out in three stages: initial diagnostics, correction-
development stage, and final diagnostics.

At the initial stage, it was found that both groups had low and comparable 
historical memory and historical thinking indicators. This was one of the important 
prerequisites that allowed us to compare the results of the experiment.

During the correctional-development period, a specially designed methodological 
program was introduced to the experimental group to strengthen historical memory. 
The program content included tasks such as historical reconstruction, restoring 
chronological intervals, analyzing cause-and-effect sequences, working with data, 
working with maps, and building a narrative structure.

The control group continued with the traditional curriculum. The final 
diagnostic results obtained after 8 weeks demonstrated the effectiveness of the 
experimental intervention.

The test measured students' ability to remember historical facts, identify dates, 
and reconstruct logical connections between events.

Table 5 — Changes in the level of historical memory of 10th grade students
Components of historical 
memory Group Initial 

rate (%)
Final 
score (%)

Digital 
growth

Percentage 
increase (%)

Chronological recall (accu
rate identification of dates)

Control group 46% 50% +4% +8.7%
Experimental group 45% 72% +27% +60.0%

Recreating historical events 
(remembering the content 
of the event)

Control group 41% 44% +3% +7.3%

Experimental group 42% 68% +26% +61.9%

Remembering cause-and-
effect relationships

Control group 39% 42% +3% +7.7%
Experimental group 40% 65% +25% +62.5%

Remembering historical 
figures

Control group 44% 47% +3% +6.8%
Experimental group 43% 70% +27% +62.8%

Factual accuracy (error-free 
reproduction)

Control group 37% 40% +3% +8.1%
Experimental group 38% 64% +26% +68.4%

General integral indicator
Control group 41.4% 44.6% +3.2% +7.7%
Experimental group 41.6%
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The results presented in Table 5 clearly demonstrate the dynamics of changes 
observed in the main components of historical memory during the experimental 
work. In the control group, the increase remained at a minimal level, with only 
a quantitative change of about 3-4% for each indicator. Traditional teaching 
methods show that they improve the ability to remember and reproduce historical 
information only to a limited extent.

The increase in the experimental group is significantly higher. In particular, 
the indicators of chronological identification, content reconstruction of historical 
events, retention of knowledge about individuals, and factual accuracy increased 
by 60-68%, which determined the effectiveness of the learning tasks. The increase 
of 62.5% in the reconstruction of cause-and-effect relationships also indicates the 
influence of the experimental methodology on the development of historical logic.

The significantly higher growth in the experimental group (after calculating 
the full data) compared to the change in the total integral indicator of only +7.7% 
in the control group indicates that the reconstruction, data work, interpretation 
and chronological modeling tasks aimed at developing historical memory are 
an effective pedagogical tool. The dynamics showed that the theoretical basis 
and methodological content of the experimental work had a real impact on the 
cognitive development of students.

The significant increase in the experimental group's performance indicates 
that complex cognitive changes have occurred in the processes of processing and 
storing historical information. It has been shown that students have improved not 
only their perception of historical facts, but also their ability to reproduce them 
and establish meaningful connections.

Figure 2 — Indicator of changes in the level of historical memory of 10th grade students
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Table 6 — Change in the level of historical thinking (Wineburg-Seixas model)
Components of historical 

thinking
BT 

initial BT conclusion ET initial ET conclusion Change 
(ET)

Chronological order 38% 41% 37% 62% +25%
Cause and effect relationship 42% 44% 41% 68% +27%

Data analysis 40% 42% 39% 66% +27%
Interpretation and proof 36% 38% 35% 60% +25%

Maintaining the principle of 
historicity 33% 35% 34% 58% +24%

The methodology assessed five key components of historical thinking.
The data presented in Table 6 clearly show the differences between the control 

and experimental groups in the main components of historical thinking. In the 
control group, only a slight increase was observed in all indicators, and the 
changes were limited to 2–3%. It is estimated that traditional teaching methods do 
not contribute sufficiently to the formation of students' historical thinking skills at 
a deep level.

The results of the experimental group show a significantly higher dynamics. 
The +25% increase in chronological order indicates an increase in students' ability 
to understand historical time, while the +27% increase in the skills of determining 
cause-and-effect relationships and analyzing data indicates that the experimental 
task system is aimed at actively developing historical logic. The +25% increase in 
interpretation and reasoning skills indicates an improvement in students' ability to 
reflect on historical phenomena.

The adherence to the principle of historicity (+24%) indicates an increase 
in the level of understanding historical phenomena in relation to a specific 
historical context. The changes distinguish the effectiveness of complex teaching 
methods, including reconstruction, comparative analysis, work with evidence, 
and contextual-interpretative tasks. In general, the significant increase in the 
experimental group indicates that historical thinking can be developed through 
targeted, systematic, and scientifically based pedagogical influence.

Figure 3 — Indicator of changes in the level of historical thinking (Wineburg – Seixas model)
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The experimental group made a qualitative leap in all components of historical 
thinking. It was clear that the new methods used in teaching history had a 
comprehensive effect and strengthened students' skills in systematically working 
with historical information.

Discussion.	 The work of women on the home front during the Second 
World War is a high-potential educational material that allows you to form a 
comprehensive understanding of the economic, social and cultural development 
of individual regions. The relevance of using regional oral history data in school 
practice is closely related to the processes of modernization of historical education 
in recent years. The direction primarily helps students understand historical reality 
not only through sources and documents, but also based on the memory, experience 
and life stories of real people.

First, the regional consideration of the history of labor in the rear is consistent 
with works that cover the evolution of the working class in Kazakhstan during 
the war and its aftermath. As shown in the second volume of the three-volume 
work "History of the Working Class of Soviet Kazakhstan" (1938-1960), the mass 
involvement of women in production during the war years fundamentally changed 
the structure of labor. It is these data that provide an important methodological 
context when analyzing oral history materials: women who remained in rural areas 
became the main force for maintaining productive capacity. In the narratives of 
oral history witnesses, such changes are revealed in more depth through everyday 
details and emotional experiences, while macro-level statistics complement their 
subjective aspect.

Works on the methodology of teaching history (Kozgambaeva and Alpysbaeva, 
2016; Baranov, 2002) highlight several key conditions for working with oral 
history: perceiving data as personal experience, not in formal terms; teaching 
students to compare data, ask questions, and independently determine meaning. 
The requirements are fully consistent with the modern paradigm of teaching 
history, which is focused on competence. The memoirs of regional witnesses often 
accurately describe local features - climate, type of economy, shortage of labor 
tools, demographic changes - and such data allow students to reconstruct historical 
imagination in a scientific manner.

International research also helps to comprehensively assess the social 
consequences of women’s work in the home front. For example, April Falconi and 
colleagues (2020) demonstrate that the mass mobilization of women into labor 
during World War II had long-term effects on their health, social participation, and 
economic independence in later life. The concept allows us to scientifically explain 
the subjective statements that “war changed us” that are often found in oral history 
data. Similarly, Trudy Lane and colleagues’ (2002) study of nursing candidates 
shows that women’s professional roles in the home front expanded, developing 
skills such as caregiving, organization, and responsibility in emergency situations. 
The data allows students to analyze the concept of the role of “women as the main 
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driver of home front work” not only on an emotional level, but also in terms of 
specific professional and functional characteristics.

David Rumo and colleagues (2023), who studied the material culture of the 
war period, describe methods for restoring and conserving ammunition, and show 
how artifacts from the Second World War period can be brought into scientific 
circulation. Such a methodology allows schools to study real material data – tools, 
household items, archival photographs – in addition to oral history. Working with 
artifacts develops skills such as critical historical thinking, evidence gathering, 
and reconstruction in students.

The cognitive discourse functions approach proposed by Silvia Rieder-
Marschallinger (2025) on the integration of history and language learning is 
particularly effective in analyzing oral history materials. Because eyewitness 
accounts not only provide information, but also help students master narrative 
structures, cause-and-effect relationships, and evaluative categories. Using oral 
data in the classroom allows students to construct historical discourse, express 
positions, and engage with text in a complex way by analyzing the past of their 
region.

The content of the “Honest Citizen” educational program (Ministry of 
Education, 2025), which affirms the principles of personality-oriented education, 
also strengthens the introduction of oral history into the educational process. 
The program emphasizes values ​​such as patriotism, civic responsibility, respect 
for labor, and respect for historical and cultural heritage. The regional history 
of women in the rear is a good example of how these values ​​can be revealed 
to schoolchildren in a vital sense. Through oral history, students not only learn 
historical facts, but also feel the continuity of generations, the complexity of moral 
choices, and the connection of human destiny with historical circumstances.

At the same time, the use of regional oral history materials provides great 
opportunities not only in terms of content, but also in terms of methodology. 
Such materials create conditions for posing problematic questions, conducting 
historical and comparative analysis, using microhistory methods, and organizing 
project work. Students can record eyewitness stories, process them in accordance 
with documentary requirements, and systematize them in the form of a card index 
or digital archive. The approach is also consistent with the development of modern 
digital competencies.

The use of regional oral data in teaching the topic of women in the rear allows 
us to form a new interdisciplinary, competency-oriented, evidence-based model 
of historical education. Each eyewitness story, as a "living image" of complex 
social processes, expands not only the historical sense of students, but also their 
scientific knowledge. Such a method allows us to free historical reality from one-
sided ideological algorithms and see it through the eyes of human destiny, which 
is one of the main requirements of modern historical education.

Conclusion. The use of regional oral history materials in teaching the topic 
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of women in the rear is a methodologically and practically effective direction for 
the modernization of modern historical education. The results of the study show 
that the acquisition of historical knowledge through personal experience not only 
actively strengthens the historical memory of students, but also allows them to 
develop their interpretative, causal and factual thinking skills at a qualitative level. 
In the process of working with oral data, students begin to perceive the fate and 
work of women during the war years not only as a historical fact, but also as a 
complex socio-functional phenomenon connected with real human life.

The rapid growth rates in the experimental group confirmed that the combined 
use of regional eyewitness accounts, memories, everyday details, material data, and 
reconstructive tasks creates a new quality of historical knowledge acquisition. Such 
an approach contributes to the formation of students as producers and interpreters 
of historical knowledge, rather than recipients of ready-made information.

Regional oral history materials allow us to deeply reveal the role of women in 
the home front from a scientific and value perspective: their responsibility in work, 
perseverance in fulfilling family duties, and overcoming domestic difficulties 
strengthen the civic position and moral orientation of the current younger 
generation. This is an effective way to implement at a practical level national 
values ​​such as patriotism, respect for labor, and preservation of historical memory, 
as established in the "Adal azamat" educational program. The systematic use of 
oral history materials allows history lessons to be multi-source, research-based, 
interdisciplinary, and competency-based. Activities such as interviewing, data 
analysis, comparison, interpretation, and digital archiving develop students' 21st-
century skills and transform historical knowledge into a life-changing experience.

Teaching the history of women in the rear based on regional oral sources is 
a modern methodological model aimed at humanistic recognition of historical 
reality, the formation of students' historical sense, civic responsibility, and scientific 
thinking. The approach not only deepens the content of historical education in 
schools, but also increases its educational and social significance.
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