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Abstract. This research article examines the scientific and methodological
aspects of teaching emigrant epistolary literature in higher education. The object
of the study was the use of emigrant letters as educational material within literary
courses at universities. The article identifies issues that hinder the full disclosure of
the genre characteristics of Kazakh emigrant epistolary heritage and its potential in
the teaching process. The study employed literary analysis, comparative methods,
systematization, and pedagogical modeling. Emigrant letters are considered not only
as historical documents but also as literary texts reflecting personal worldviews and
national ideas, highlighting their cognitive and educational potential. In particular,
Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary heritage is analyzed as a representative example of
the emigrant discourse. As a result, the literary, pedagogical, and methodological
principles of teaching emigrant epistolary literature are consolidated into a
coherent system, and the main components of a methodological model for
higher education are proposed. The findings aim to develop students’ historical
and cultural consciousness, enhance skills in comprehensive text analysis, and
modernize the content of literary education. Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary heritage
is examined as a significant source of Kazakhstan’s history and culture, as well as
a spiritual and literary value, with scientific-theoretical justification of its genre
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specificity, stylistic, and ideological-content features at a high literary discourse
level. Consequently, the representative nature of the emigrant epistolary genre and
its cognitive and spiritual role in shaping national consciousness and historical
awareness are confirmed. The conclusions and scientific results of the study can
be applied to improve the teaching of epistolary genres in universities and schools,
develop special courses and elective disciplines, and clarify the current issues and
future directions in the scholarly study of Kazakh epistolary heritage.

Keywords: emigrant literature, epistolary genre, Kazakh literature, methodology,
Mustafa Shokay, epistolary heritage
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AnHoTanus. by 3eprTey MakanachblHIa JKOFaphl OKY OPBIHIAPBIHAAFEI 971COH
OiiM Oepy yaAepiciHae SMUCTONSAPIBIK KaHPABI OKBITY/Ia IMUTPAHT XaTTapbIHBIH
MaHBI3bl JKOHE OKBITYABIH FBUIBIMU-3IICTEMEIIK KbIpJIaphl KapacThIPBUIAIbIL.
3eprrey oOwekrici perinae KOO-marb1 «lller emgepaeri kazak onedueTi» IMoHI
asiChIH/Ia YMHUTPAHT XaTTapbl OKY MaTepualibl peTiHIe maiaatansulIpl. Makanana
Ka3aK 9JeOMEeTIHICT] IMUTPAHTTHIK SITUCTONSAPIBIK MYPAHBIH KAHPIIBIK TaOUFaThI
MEH OKY YepICIHET] 9JI€yeTiH TOJBIK allyFa KeJAepri KeNTipil OThIPFaH Mocelenep
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aliKpIHATa TbL. 3epTTeY OAPBICHIH/IA 9/1e0NETTAHYIBIK TaJI/Iay, CATBICTRIPMAJIBI 9JIiC,
KYHesey ®KoHe TeIarOTUKaIIbIK MOJIENbIIEY TOCLIIep] KONIaHbLIIbl. DMUTPAHTTHIK
XarTap TapuXH KYKaT KaHa eMecC, TYJIFAIlbIK TYHUETaHBIM MEH YJITTHIK HUJSSHBI
OeliHeNeNTiH o1e0M MOTIH PETiHJEe KapacThIPBUIBIN, OJNIAPJBIH OKYy yAepiciHmeri
TaHBIMJBIK JKOHE TOpOMeNiK MYMKIHIIKTepi Heriznmeneni. Ocipece Mycrada
[loka# aICTONSAPIBIK MYPAChl SMUTPAHTTHIK JUCKYPCTHIH PENPe3eHTaTUBTI YITiCl
peTiHzae TanmaHaabl. 3epTTey HOTHIKECIH]IE SMUTPAHTTHIK ATTHCTOISPIIBIK, JKaHPIIbI
OKBITY/IBIH O7cOMETTaHYIBIK, TEIarOTHKAJIBIK JKOHE OJIICTEMEIK YCTaHBIMIAphI
Oipryrac xyie peringe adkpinansin, XKOO-ra apHanFaH omicTeMeENiK YATiHIH
HETi3T1 KOMIIOHEHTTEpi YCHIHBUIAABI. ¥CHIHBUIFAH TYXKBIPBIMIAP CTYASHTTEPIiH
TapUXU-MOJICHU CaHACHIH KAJIBINITACTHIPYFa, MOTIH/II KEIISH/I1 TaJ/Iay JaF IblIapblH
JaMbITyFa JKoHe 97e0M OiTiM Ma3MYHBIH KaHFBIPTYFa OarbITTalFaH. 3epTTeyiae
Mycrada lllokaii ApIH AIHCTONS PIBIK Mypachl Ka3akcTaH TaprXbl MEH MOJICHHETIHIH
MaHBI3IIBI JCPEKKO31 opi PyXaHU-o[eOM KYHIBUIBIK PETIHIE KemeHAl Typle
KapacTBIPBUIBIN, OHBIH JKaHPJIBIK TaOUFATHI, CTUIIBIIIK JKOHE HICSITBIK-Ma3MYH/IBIK
ePEeKILIEeTIKTeP] )KOFaAphI 910 TUCKYPC ACHI€HiH/IE FHUTBIMUA-TEOPHSUTBIK TYPFhIIA
HET13/1eJ1/1i, COHBIH HOTIKECIH/Ie SMUTPAHTTHIK AIHUCTOJSPIBIK JKaHDP asiCHIHIaFbI
PENPE3eHTATUBTIK CHIIATHl AWKBIHAANBIN, YITTHIK JYHHETAHBIM MEH TapuXH
CaHaHbBI KATBINTACTHIPYAaFbl TAHBIMIBIK 9P PYXaHU KBI3METI TANETICH/Il. 3epTTey
OapbICBIH/IA aNBIHFAH TYXKBIPBIMIAP MEH FBUIBIMH HOTIDKENEPi JKOFaphl OKY
OPBIHJAPHEI MEH KaJIbI Oi1iM OepeTiH MEeKTeNnTepAiH Ka3akK 9/IcOneTi KypcTaphiHaa
AMUCTOIISPIIBIK JKAHPIBI OKBITY Y/AEPICIH JKETUIAipyae, apHalbl KypcTap MeEH
AIIEKTUBTI TIOHJIEP/IIH Ma3MYHBIH TOJBIKTHIPY/A, COHIANH-aK Ka3akK SIHCTOISIPIIBIK
MYpachlH FBUIBIMH TYPFBIA 3epIeNeyliH ©3eKTi MoceleNepiH HaKThUldy MEH
OHBIH JJaMy OaFbITTapbl MEH 3€PTTEY IMePCICKTHBAIAPEIH alKbIH /1Ay 1a TEOPHUSITBIK-
o/licHaMaJIbIK HET13 peTiH/Ie NaiiaianyFa MyMKIiH/IIK Oap.

Tyiiin ce3mep: SMUTPAHTTHIK 9/IEOHMET, AMHUCTOIAPIBIK KaHP, Ka3ak dJeOueTi,
omicreme, Mycrada Lllokaii, STUCTONAPIBIK Mypa
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AHHoTanus. B crartee paccmarpuBaroTcs Hay4HO-METOJMYECKHE ACIHEKTHI
MIPEToIaBaHusl AMHUTPAHTCKOW SMUCTOJISIPHON JINTEPaTypbl B CHCTEME BBICIIETO
obpazoBanusi. OOBEKTOM HCCIICIOBAHUS SIBISICTCS MPOIECC HCIOIb30BAHUS
SMHUTPAHTCKHUX IHCEM B paMKax JIMTepaTypHBIX JUCLUUILUIUH BY30B. BBIABISIOTCS
npoOIeMBbl, 3aTPYIHSIOIIME PACKPHITHE >KAHPOBOH CIEeNU(PHUKH SMHTPAHTCKOTO
SMHCTONAPHOTO HACJIEAWsl Ka3axCKOM JUTeparypsl W ero o0pa3oBaTelbHOTO
noTeHIMana. B wuccrenoBaHMM NPUMEHEHBI METOABl JINTEPaTypOBEAUECKOIO
aHaJIM3a, CpPaBHUTEJBHOTO aHaliM3a, CUCTEMATH3allMM W MeJaroruyeckoro
MOJICJIMPOBAaHUS. OMHIPAHTCKHUE IHChbMa pacCMaTpUBAIOTCA HE TOJBKO Kak
HUCTOPUYECKHE JIOKYMEHTBI, HO W KaK JMTepaTypHble TEKCThl, OTpa)karoliue
JUYHOCTHOE MHUPOBO33pPEHME M HALMOHAJIBHBIC HJIEH, a TaK)Ke 000CHOBBIBAIOTCS
WX TO03HABaTEJbHBIE M BOCHHTATEIbHBIE BO3MOXXKHOCTH B 00pa3oBaTelbHOM
nporecce. Ocoboe BHUMAHHUE YIENSETCS AaHajlu3y OHIHCTOJISIPHOTO HACIEAUs
Mycrada [okail Kak penpe3eHTaTUBHOTO MpHUMEpa SMHUTPAHTCKOTO TUCKYpca.
Pesynbrarel  HMccieoBaHUS  MO3BOMMIM  CPOPMHUPOBATH CHCTEMY HAy4HO-
METOAMYECKHUX TMOJXOJAOB K TMPENOAABaHUIO SMUTPAHTCKOM SMUCTONIAPHON
JUTEpaTypbl W MPEUIOKUTh KIIIOYEBbIE KOMIIOHEHTHI METOAMYECKONH MOJIENH
JUIs BBICIIMX Y4eOHBIX 3aBeficHWH. llpencTaBieHHbIE BBIBOJBI HAMpaBlICHBI Ha
(hopMHpOBaHHE UCTOPHKO-KYJIBTYPHOTO CO3HAHUSI CTY/ICHTOB, Pa3BUTHE HAaBBIKOB
KOMIUIEKCHOTO aHaju3a TEKCTOB M MOJEPHU3AILMIO COAEPIKAHUS JUTEPATypHOIO
obpazoBanusi. IlokazaHo, 4ro osmnmcTonsipHoe Hacienue Mycradpsr [llokas
BBICTYIIAET 3HAYUMBIM MCTOYHUKOM H3yUYCHHs UCTOPUM U KynbTypbl Kazaxcrana,
a TaKkKe MPEACTaBIseT COOOH WEHHOCTh C TOYKH 3PEHUSl JIUTEPaTypHOro
aHaJIn3a, BKIIOYAsl €ro *aHpOBbIE, CTHIMCTHUECKHE U UAEHHO-CoJepXkKaTeIbHbIe
0coOeHHOCTH. Pe3ynbraTbl HCClieIOBaHUS MOATBEPIKIAIOT PENpPE3eHTATUBHOCTD
SMUTPAHTCKOM SMUCTONSIPHONW JUTEpaTypbl M €€ MO3HABaTEIbHYIO M JTyXOBHYIO
poib B OPMHUPOBAHUU HALIMOHAIBHOTO MUPOBO33PEHUS M HCTOPUUECKON TTaMSITH.
[lonmy4yeHHbIE BBIBOIBI MOTYT OBITH HCIIONB30BAaHBI JUIS COBEPLICHCTBOBAHUS
MPenoAaBaHusl SMUCTOISAPHOTO XKaHPa B By3aX U IIKOJIAX, pa3paOOTKH CIICIHaTIbHBIX
KypCOB M JJICKTHBHBIX IUCIMIUIMH, @ TaKKe Ui JalTbHEHIINX HCCIeIOBaHUN
Ka3aXCKOTO 3MHUCTOJIIPHOTO HACTIEUsI.

Ki1ioueBble cj10Ba: SMUTpaHTCKAas TUTEPATYPa, SIUCTOJISPHBIN )KaHP, Ka3axcKas
nuTeparypa, mertoauka, Mycrada [lokaii, snucTonsapHoe Hacieane

Introduction. In the contemporary system of higher education, the modernization
of literary education content and the identification of effective approaches to the
scholarly study of national history and spiritual heritage rank among the most
pressing issues. In this context, the emigrant epistolary genre in Kazakh literature
- as a distinctive literary phenomenon reflecting the historical and socio-political
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conditions of the early twentieth century, as well as the worldview and civic stance
of the national intelligentsia - warrants close academic attention. For a long time,
epistolary texts have been regarded primarily as documentary or supplementary
materials; consequently, their literary-cognitive and didactic potential has not been
systematically implemented within the educational process.

Closely connected with the history of Kazakh emigration, the formation and
development of this genre were shaped by the socio-political processes of the first
quarter of the twentieth century. During this period, Mustafa Shokay, living abroad
and articulating his perspective on the fate of the nation through the genre of letters,
created an epistolary heritage that constitutes one of the representative examples
defining the substantive, ideological, and stylistic features of emigrant discourse.
Nevertheless, the insufficient development of scholarly and methodological
frameworks for teaching this heritage in higher education institutions further
underscores the relevance of the issue.

In this regard, there arises a need to provide a scholarly justification for
recognizing the emigrant epistolary genre as a literary text and for incorporating it
into the content of literary disciplines in higher education institutions. This article
proposes methodological approaches to teaching emigrant letters and substantiates
their potential in shaping students’ historical and cultural consciousness, as well as
in developing skills of comprehensive textual analysis. The presented conclusions
are characterized as the outcome of scholarly and methodological research aimed
at modernizing the system of literary education. As Manzila Khabibova notes,
the epistolary form is a genre that reveals the author’s inner spiritual world and
establishes a unique connection with the addressee («...epistolary form... serves as
a tool for revealing the interior lives of characters and creating connections between
them, often transcending traditional forms of communication») (Khabibova,
2025). This assertion fully corresponds to the nature of Mustafa Shokay’s letters.
The statesman’s correspondence enables a profound understanding not only of his
political views but also of his personal identity and psychological condition in exile
(Koigeldiev, 1997). From this perspective, teaching Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary
heritage in higher education is of particular importance for fostering students’
historical consciousness, empathetic perception, and critical thinking skills. The
systematic inclusion of epistolary works in the teaching of Kazakh literature not
only deepens students’ literary-theoretical training but also plays a significant
role in shaping their historical and cultural awareness. Epistolary texts occupy the
intersection between literary creation and documentary writing, distinguished by
their direct revelation of the author’s worldview, civic stance, and spiritual identity
(Kirabaev, 1997). In this context, employing the letter as instructional material
enables students to perceive the literary process in connection with individual
destiny, historical time, and the national idea.

Literature review. The modernization of the content of literary disciplines in
higher education, including the identification of effective approaches to teaching
historical and literary sources, remains one of the pressing issues in contemporary
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pedagogy and literary studies. In this regard, there arises a need to provide a
scholarly justification for recognizing emigrant epistolary heritage as a literary text
and for incorporating it into the educational process. This approach contributes
not only to students’ comprehension of texts but also to the formation of their
historical and cultural awareness, as well as to the development of comprehensive
analytical skills. The theoretical nature of the epistolary genre has been extensively
examined in the works of Manzila Khabibova. According to the scholar, the
epistolary form serves as a means of revealing the author’s inner spiritual world
and establishing a unique connection with the addressee. This perspective allows
for a deeper understanding of the specific features inherent in the letters written
under conditions of emigration. In particular, the letters of Mustafa Shokay can be
regarded not only as historical documents but also as literary and cognitive texts
that comprehensively reflect the author’s personal identity, psychological state, and
political views.

The position of the epistolary genre as an independent literary form has
also been substantiated in the works of foreign scholars. For instance, D. G.
Altman characterizes the epistolary genre as a discursive space directed toward a
specific addressee while remaining open to a wider readership. This interpretation
highlights the dual nature of epistolary texts, which simultaneously function
within both personal and public spheres of communication. The communicative
and didactic potential of epistolary texts has been explored in the studies of M.N.
Khabibova and F. U. Akhtamova. These researchers emphasize that such texts
contribute to the development of students’ analytical thinking, foster a culture of
working with texts, and enhance their understanding of historical contexts. These
findings provide a solid foundation for the logical framework of the present study.

Furthermore, the methodological direction of this research is informed by
the scholarly views of Kazakh researchers Zhadyra Kalizharova and Kanipash
Madibayeva, who have extensively examined the teaching of literary genres,
text interpretation, and authorial studies. Their works highlight the importance
of multidimensional text analysis, identifying authorial positions, and applying
modern pedagogical technologies in literary education. One of the key theoretical
foundations of this study is the research-based learning approach. This approach
is aimed at developing students’ independent inquiry skills, their ability to work
with primary sources, and their capacity for scientific reasoning. In this context,
teaching the letters of Mustafa Shokay extends beyond mere content analysis and
involves their comprehensive examination within historical, political, and cultural
frameworks.

Thus, the reviewed scholarly works make it possible to define the theoretical
and methodological foundations for teaching emigrant epistolary texts in higher
education institutions. Moreover, they demonstrate that the application of a research-
based approach contributes to the development of students’ critical and analytical
thinking, the formation of historical consciousness, and a deeper understanding of

literary texts.
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Materials and methods. In the course of the study, with the aim of identifying
the scholarly and methodological aspects of teaching the epistolary genre in
higher education, methods of textual analysis, comparative-theoretical analysis,
systematization, as well as elements of pedagogical observation and experimental
work were employed. The primary research material was the two-volume collection
The Epistolary Heritage of Mustafa Shokay. The letters included in this publication
were examined as epistolary texts reflecting Mustafa Shokay’s worldview in exile,
his civic stance, and the national idea, and were analyzed from both literary and
didactic perspectives. The letters were selected based on their textual structure,
stylistic features, addressee orientation, and historical-contextual content and were
used as instructional material. In defining the theoretical framework of the study,
the works of foreign and domestic scholars addressing issues of the epistolary
genre, the teaching of letters, and literary education were consulted. In particular,
the conclusions of foreign researchers M.N. Khabibova and F.U. Akhtamova
concerning the communicative and didactic potential of epistolary texts contributed
to substantiating the logic of the research. Furthermore, the scholarly views of
Kazakh researchers Zhadyra Kalizharova and Kanipash Madibayeva on the teaching
of literary genres, text interpretation, and authorial studies played an important role
in clarifying the methodological direction of the study.

Special attention was given to a pedagogical experiment related to the integration
of epistolary texts into the educational process. Within the framework of the
experimental work, students’ ability to perceive texts from a historical-contextual
perspective, understand the author’s position, and develop critical thinking skills
was monitored through reading, analysis, and interpretation of Mustafa Shokay’s
letters. The results of the experiment provided grounds for confirming the scholarly
and methodological effectiveness of teaching the epistolary genre.

Results. The quantitative analysis demonstrated that the majority of students
successfully mastered tasks based on the epistolary genre. Seventy percent of
students performed the textual analysis task at a high level, 20% achieved a medium
level, and only 10% showed a low level of performance. During the comparative
analysis, 63% of students demonstrated a high level of achievement. In assignments
incorporating creative letter writing and role-playing elements, the proportion of
students attaining high results reached 73%, confirming that the epistolary genre
effectively activates students’ emotional and creative potential. In discussions and
debates, 67% of students participated at a high level, presenting their viewpoints
with well-reasoned arguments. Similar results were observed in the final essay and
reflection tasks, where 68% of students demonstrated high performance. Overall,
across all types of assignments, between 63% and 73% of students achieved a high
level, the medium level ranged from 17% to 27%, and the low level remained at
approximately 10%. These findings quantitatively confirm the effectiveness of the
methodology for teaching the epistolary genre.

The qualitative analysis made it possible to identify cognitive and personal
transformations among students during the learning process. Through textual
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analysis, students were able to connect the historical events reflected in Mustafa
Shokay’s letters with the author’s inner world, interpreting the content from both
documentary and artistic perspectives (Zhumakaeva, 2015). In comparative analysis
tasks, students juxtaposed epistolary texts with formal historical documents, clearly
distinguishing the emotional, journalistic, and dialogic features characteristic of the
letter genre. These tasks contributed to a deeper understanding of the literary nature
of the epistolary form. During the role-playing and creative letter-writing stages,
students demonstrated a high level of maintaining historical context, imitating
the author’s style, and emotional engagement. This confirmed the capacity of the
epistolary genre to enhance empathetic perception. In discussions and reflection
activities, students connected the ideas of a historical figure with contemporary
social issues and developed critical conclusions (Mamyt and Nurpeisov, 2016).
The discussions revealed increased confidence in articulating personal viewpoints,
providing arguments, and engaging in historical reasoning (Bitibaeva, 1997).

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Textual analysis Comparative Creative letter Discussion [/ debate  Essay / reflection
analysis writing / role-playing

Figure 1 — Quantitative Indicators of Lesson Outcomes

The summarized results of the experiment demonstrated that lessons organized
on the basis of the epistolary genre significantly increased students’ level of
understanding of the historical figure. Through reading Mustafa Shokay’s letters,
students were able to perceive historical material from both emotional and personal
perspectives, leading to a deeper comprehension of the text.

Furthermore, the application of the epistolary genre had a positive impact on the
development of students’ empathetic thinking, comparative analysis skills, critical
reasoning, and creative abilities (Nurgazha and Sabirovna, 2025).

Overall, the methodology of integrating Mustafa Shokay’s letters into the
educational process within the course “Kazakh Literature Abroad” in higher
education proves to be an effective pedagogical tool and substantiates the scholarly
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and methodological potential of teaching the epistolary genre through concrete
results.

Discussion. In literary studies, the epistolary genre is regarded as a complex
artistic and discursive form that directly connects the author’s persona, historical
time, and social environment. According to scholars, the principal feature of letter
texts lies in the preservation of dialogic interaction between the author and the
addressee, as well as the explicit manifestation of the authorial “self”. For instance,
D. G. Altman substantiates the epistolary genre as an independent literary form,
describing it as a discursive space directed toward a specific addressee yet open to a
broader readership (Altman, 1982). Similarly, M. Bakhtin emphasizes the dialogic
and responsive nature inherent in the genre of the letter, evaluating the epistolary
text as a model of living communication (Bakhtin, 1997).

In her work “The Evolution of the Epistolary Genre and Its Nature in World
Literature (2025)”, F. U. Akhtamova argues that the distinctive feature of the
epistolary genre lies in the author’s direct and unreserved expression of inner
thoughts and emotions. Through letters, an individual reveals their inner world
and establishes an informal yet profound spiritual connection with the reader. This
quality brings the epistolary text closer to the reader, engaging them in the author’s
reflections. As the researcher states: «The epistolary genre... allows for intimate
glimpses into the thoughts and feelings of the characters, establishing a direct link
between the author and the reader» (Akhtamova, 2025). From this perspective,
Mustafa Shokay’s letters reveal dimensions of his personality that differ from those
expressed in his political articles. In his correspondence, he appears not only as a
fighter for national interests but also as a person who deeply experienced historical
realities, living between doubt and hope. Shokay’s epistolary heritage guides the
reader into his inner world and establishes a direct connection between author and
reader. Thus, through the epistolary genre, Mustafa Shokay’s personality is revealed
not merely at a documentary level but in its human dimension and spiritual state.
This enhances the cognitive and educational value of the genre and transforms it
into an important methodological tool for teaching in higher education institutions.

In literary history, the epistolary genre is recognized as a syncretic form that
directly conveys an individual’s inner world, worldview, and social perspectives.
Letter texts are distinguished by their combination of artistic narration, documentary
authenticity, and authorial reflection. In letters written under conditions of exile,
these features acquire a new qualitative dimension, demonstrating a clearly
manifested process of generic transformation.

In emigrant epistolary texts, personal destiny and national interests, emotional
states and ideological orientation are manifested within a unified discursive space.
From this perspective, emigrant letters should be regarded not only as historical
documents but also as literary texts. The article provides a comprehensive analysis
of the artistic, documentary, and ideological dimensions of the epistolary genre
and examines the issue of recognizing it as an independent object of study within
literary education. In literary scholarship, epistolary heritage is defined as a generic
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form that reflects the direct interaction of the individual with a historical period,
society, and the addressee. In letter texts, the authorial “self” appears in a form
closer to lived reality than to artistic convention, thereby endowing the text with
documentary authenticity and ideological weight. This characteristic makes the
epistolary genre an effective object of instruction in higher education, as it enables
students to perceive a literary text not merely as a work of fiction but as a historical
and social discourse in its comprehensive dimension.

In teaching the genre of the letter, students gain a deeper understanding of the
author’s position, the dialogue with the addressee, reflections on time and space,
and the textual representation of the national idea. The intersection of journalistic,
memorial, and autobiographical layers in epistolary texts transforms them into
important material not only for literary-theoretical analysis but also for historical
and discursive interpretation. From this perspective, Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary-
journalistic legacy serves as a representative example that clearly demonstrates the
artistic and ideological potential of the letter genre. For instance, in his epistolary
text entitled “Atameken Zhagdaiy” (“The State of the Homeland”), a tone of exalted
spirit prevails: «...We, the Turkestan nationalists, bow our heads in respect before
the fighting spirit of our compatriots who were unjustly killed and who, with all their
being, defended the honor of their land and their native people» (Shokay, 2007) .
In this text, the national consciousness, historical memory, and civic responsibility
inherent in Shokay’s worldview appear as an integral artistic and ideological system.
By beginning with the words “We, the Turkestan nationalists”, the author elevates
his position from an individual voice to that of a collective political and spiritual
subject. This is a characteristic feature of epistolary and journalistic discourse:
speaking through “we” rather than “I” functions not merely as a rhetorical device
but as a means of affirming national unity as an ideological stance. The phrase
“unjustly killed” imbues the text with ethical evaluation and emphasizes the need
to assess historical events through a moral lens. Here, death is perceived not as a
private tragedy but as a violation of national honor. Through the expression “with
all their being”, the author characterizes his compatriots’ struggle as one of total
self-sacrifice and spiritual devotion. This epithet not only adds emotional depth to
the epistolary text but also presents the fighter as an idealized model of personality.
The concepts of “defending the honor of the land” and “the honor of the native
people” are employed together, uniting space (land, homeland) and community
(people) into a single system of values. From a literary perspective, this represents
a manifestation of the national chronotope: the homeland and the destiny of the
people are conceived as an inseparable unity. Such integrity constitutes the core of
the national idea characteristic of Mustafa Shokay’s work.

The concluding formula, “we bow our heads in respect before their fighting
spirit”, elevates the text to the level of memorial-ritual discourse. This phrase serves
not only as the logical culmination of the author’s thought but also as an artistic
form of homage to historical justice. The intonation characteristic of epistolary and
journalistic genres, in this context, is directed less toward a call to action and more
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toward the preservation of historical memory. These lines represent a profound
example from Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary-journalistic heritage, in which national
grief and national honor, sacrifice and spiritual elevation are depicted in unity. The
text should be interpreted not merely as an expression of an individual political
stance, but as a spiritual and ideological declaration of the Turkestan national
liberation movement, making it a significant subject for literary-theoretical and
historical-discursive analysis in higher education.

In epistolary texts, the author’s civic stance and historical mode of thinking are
clearly articulated through speech directly addressed to the addressee. The genre
of the letter is distinguished as a literary form that reflects not only the individual’s
inner reflection but also their social responsibility. From this perspective, the
following lines represent a textual example that encapsulates the ideological and
civic orientation characteristic of Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary and journalistic
legacy. A clear illustration of this can be found in his letter entitled “Let Us Leave
No Room for Discord”, written in response to the articles of Uali Nuraldin Bek,
where his civic position is distinctly expressed: «...We wish to live freely and
independently. We too must attain national governance, like Turkey. In order to
achieve this goal, we cannot refrain from struggling against the forces that oppose
us... Let us leave no room for discord» (Shokay, 2007).

The cited lines clearly reveal the civic pathos, national responsibility, and
historical orientation characteristic of Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary and journalistic
legacy. At the core of the text lies the idea of freedom and independence as the
highest value, interpreted not at the level of the individual but in relation to the
destiny of the entire nation. The systematic use of the pronoun “we” elevates the
author’s position to the level of collective consciousness and broadens the circle of
addressees from a specific individual to the national community. In doing so, the
text establishes an inclusive discourse typical of epistolary and journalistic writing.
The reference to the Turkish experience as an example reflects a mode of historical-
comparative thinking. By comparing the future of his own nation with the historical
achievements of another, the author seeks to demonstrate that national unity is both
attainable and necessary. This strategy endows the text not only with emotional
appeal but also with rational and ideological argumentation. The image of Turkey
functions here not merely as a geographical or political entity, but as a symbol
of national integrity. Furthermore, the concept of struggle is presented not in a
romantic or abstract sense, but as a legitimate consequence of historical reality.
The confrontation with opposing forces is interpreted not as a call to violence, but
as an unavoidable necessity in the pursuit of freedom. This reflects the ethic of
responsibility characteristic of Shokay’s political thought: struggle is not an end
in itself, but a means of preserving national identity. Such reasoning enhances the
journalistic weight of the text and elevates it to the level of historical-ideological
discourse. The concluding appeal, “Let us leave no room for discord”, reinforces
the directive intonation typical of epistolary and journalistic genres. This sentence
functions not merely as the conclusion of the author’s thought, but as a concrete
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call to action addressed to the recipient. From a literary perspective, it represents
the ideological culmination of the text: the concepts of freedom, unity, and struggle
converge here into a coherent semantic system.

Contemporary pedagogical research prioritizes the organization of the
educational process according to a learner-centered approach. In this regard,
problem-based tasks, project work, research activities, and differentiated instruction
are considered key tools for enhancing students’ engagement. These methods not
only develop learners’ thinking abilities but also elevate acquired knowledge to the
levels of analysis and evaluation. Among these approaches, the research method is
regarded as one of the most effective means of activating cognitive activity in the
learning process, guiding students toward independent reasoning and well-argued
conclusions. Within this method, students are not limited to receiving ready-made
information; rather, they independently search for, select, compare, and systematize
data. Applying the research method in teaching Mustafa Shokay’s letters enables
a comprehensive examination of literary texts not only at the level of content but
also from ideological, social, and political perspectives. The letters are analyzed
as sources that articulate the author’s position, while the circumstances of their
writing and their underlying meanings become subjects of students’ own inquiry.
The use of this method in studying Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary heritage fosters a
culture of working with sources and promotes a deeper understanding of national
thought and the ideas of freedom. As scholars note, «Scholars consider Mustafa
Shokay’s written heritage to be an important historical source that reflects the
Kazakh emigration and the ideas of the national liberation movement of the early
twentieth century» (Zholmakhanova et al., 2018). From this perspective, teaching
Mustafa Shokay’s letters through the research method contributes significantly to
the formation of historical consciousness.

Within the process of literary education in higher education institutions,
teaching the epistolary genre constitutes one of the important directions that enables
students to perceive literary texts within personal, historical, and cultural contexts.
By combining artistic narration with documentary authenticity, the genre of the
letter stands out as a literary form that directly reveals the author’s inner world,
civic stance, and social responsibility. Within the process of literary education in
higher education institutions, teaching the epistolary genre constitutes one of the
important directions that enables students to perceive literary texts within personal,
historical, and cultural contexts. By combining artistic narration with documentary
authenticity, the genre of the letter stands out as a literary form that directly reveals
the author’s inner world, civic stance, and social responsibility. As noted in a
previous study by the author entitled “The Pedagogical Significance of Mustafa
Shokay’s Letters”, I stated: “Mustafa Shokay’s letters are important written sources
that reflect an individual’s inner world, political positions, the character of the era,
and sincere concern for the fate of his nation. His letters are valuable not only
as historical documents but also as literary and artistic heritage. They truthfully
and expressively convey the socio-political conditions of the time, concern for the
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country’s future, and the author’s personal emotions. Through Mustafa Shokay’s
letters, students not only comprehend complex periods in the nation’s history,
but also gain insight into the profound thoughts and genuine human qualities of
a national leader. Through the study of personality, the personal identity of young
people is formed” (Bekbolat et al., 2025).

On this basis, Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary texts are examined from the
perspectives of autobiographical narration, personal reflection, and public mission,
with the aim of identifying the scholarly-theoretical and educational potential of
teaching the epistolary genre in higher education. As an example, one may recall
the statesman’s words: “Akmeshit is the place where [ was born and raised, where
I first entered school. I knew almost all the Uzbeks, Kazakhs, Tatars, Russians,
and Jews who lived there. The entire population of the city also knew me well.
According to our people’s custom ‘one must honor the son of a respected man’the
people showed me great respect. The Kazakhs in particular regarded me as their
trusted representative and protector” (Shokay, 2006). In this passage, Mustafa
Shokay’s autobiographical narrative style and the personal reflection characteristic
of the epistolary genre are clearly evident. The text’s opening “Akmeshit is the
place where I was born and raised, where I first entered school” demonstrates
that the author presents a biographical fact not merely as a personal memory but
as a symbolic space of personal formation. In this context, the city of Akmeshit
functions not simply as a geographical name, but as a national chronotope in which
the author’s social, cultural, and spiritual identity was shaped.

The mention of the city’s ethnic diversity (Uzbeks, Kazakhs, Tatars, Russians,
Jews) reflects the author’s commitment to multiculturalism and tolerance. In this
enumeration, the ethnic groups are presented without hierarchy and on equal terms,
eliminating categories of “otherness” or exclusion. From a literary perspective,
this constitutes an inclusive discourse that conveys the author’s civic outlook. The
sentence “The entire population of the city also knew me well” contains an element
of self-characterization typical of the epistolary genre. The author does not place
himself above society; rather, he defines himself through relationships of mutual
trust and recognition within the community. Here, the concept of “knowing”
signifies not merely social reputation but moral acknowledgment. The reference
to folk wisdom (“one must honor the son of a respected man”) demonstrates the
integration of national worldview into the text. This folkloric formula functions as
a cultural code within the epistolary narrative, linking the author’s personal destiny
with collective tradition. In this way, Shokay explains his authority not through
personal achievement, but through national moral standards. The statement “The
Kazakhs in particular regarded me as their trusted representative and protector”
represents the ideological culmination of the passage. In this sentence, the authorial
“I”” transforms from an individual into a bearer of public mission. Literarily, this
reflects a mode of articulating social role characteristic of the epistolary genre.
The author portrays himself not as a holder of power, but as a trusted protector and
representative of the people, thereby underscoring his political and ethical stance.
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Within the framework of the study, a pedagogical experiment was conducted at
a higher education institution to determine the effectiveness of the methodology for
teaching the epistolary genre. A total of 60 students participated in the experiment.
To assess the students’ initial level of knowledge regarding Mustafa Shokay and his
letters, a diagnostic questionnaire was administered. Each student was given three
content-based questions, and the responses were recorded according to the options:
“I know”, “I do not know”, and “I could not recall”.

Table 1 — General Results of Responses Before the Experiment
Idonot| Icould

Question Tknow know | not recall
1. Are you familiar with the works of Mustafa Shokay? 24 22 14
2. What do you know about Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary heritage? 18 26 16
3. What can you say about the letters written by Mustafa Shokay? 12 32 16

In processing the results, all responses were consolidated, and the overall
knowledge indicator of the group was calculated as a percentage. The aggregate
data analysis revealed that a considerable proportion of students possessed
unsystematic and fragmentary knowledge about Mustafa Shokay and his epistolary
heritage. Furthermore, the proportion of “I know” responses remained relatively
low, thereby confirming the need for targeted instruction on the subject under study.
The results of this diagnostic stage were taken as the baseline for the subsequent
formative experiment and enabled a comparative assessment of the effectiveness of
the teaching methodology employed.

Quantitative Indicators of Students’ Responses to the Questions
Posed

46

u | know I do not know I could not recall

Figure 2 — Survey Results

The collected data showed that 44% of students did not possess sufficient
information about Mustafa Shokay and his epistolary heritage, while only 30%
indicated that they had clear knowledge of the subject. This situation confirms the
necessity of targeted instruction focused on Mustafa Shokay’s letters.

Accordingly, within the course, Mustafa Shokay’s letters were introduced as
the primary instructional material in the context of the epistolary genre. During
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instruction, active teaching methods such as textual analysis, comparative analysis,
role-playing, discussion, and creative writing were systematically employed.
Students’ academic performance was evaluated using several indicators: the level
of task completion, classroom participation, engagement in discussions, and the
substantive quality of creative assignments. The results of the experiment were
systematized based on both quantitative and qualitative analysis.

Table 2 — Proposed Lecture and Practical Session Topics for the Course “Kazakh Literature
Abroad”

Lecture Topics Practical Session Topics

Studies and scholarly opinions on the life and works of
M. Shokay

Publication and research of M. Shokay’s memoir. The
historical and cognitive significance of the memoir. Its
genre and stylistic features

Analysis of the linguistic and stylistic features of M.
Shokay’s letters as literary texts

4. Thematic Features and Political Content-based analysis and dramatization of M.
Significance of Mustafa Shokay’s Letters | Shokay’s letters

1. The Life and Works of M. Shokay

2. M. Shokay’s “1917” and Maria
Shokay’s memoir “My Mustafa”

3. Mustafa Shokay’s Epistolary Heritage

Conclusion. The results of the study demonstrated that the artistic and ideological
potential of the epistolary genre in Kazakh literature can be fully revealed through
its teaching in higher education. Epistolary texts, as a genre that integrates the
author’s persona, historical time, and national idea within a unified discourse,
become a significant object of literary analysis. The research established that the
use of Mustafa Shokay’s epistolary heritage as instructional material not only
enhances students’ understanding of a historical personality but also strengthens
their empathetic perception, critical reasoning, and creative engagement. The
findings of both quantitative and qualitative analyses showed that the vast majority
of tasks based on the epistolary genre were mastered by students at a high level.
These indicators confirm the systematic and effective nature of the proposed
methodology. Moreover, the active teaching methods employed in instructing the
epistolary genre including textual analysis, comparative analysis, role-playing,
and creative writing fostered students’ active participation in the learning process,
deeper comprehension of the author’s position, and conscious engagement with
historical texts. This underscores the necessity of considering epistolary texts not as
supplementary sources, but as full-fledged objects of literary education.

The systematic teaching of Mustafa Shokay’s letters within the course “Kazakh
Literature Abroad” in higher education enables the packpsiTe of the scholarly
and methodological potential of the epistolary genre, the modernization of literary
education content, and the implementation of a learner-centered approach in
teaching historical figures. The findings of the study may serve as a foundation
for the development of specialized instructional modules on the epistolary genre,
interdisciplinary courses, and methodological teaching materials.
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