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Abstract. The article is devoted to the problem of insufficient formation of
spiritual values among children of primary school age and limited opportunities of
educational institutions in creating a stable educational environment. The relevance
of the study is determined by the need to substantiate effective extracurricular
forms of support, in particular community clubs, capable of compensating for the
lack of social interaction, the development of personal meanings and the formation
of ethical guidelines, which is especially important for the early stage of children's
socialization. Community clubs are considered as a flexible educational space
capable of creating conditions for the formation of value orientations through
social participation, cooperation, volunteerism and joint projects, contributing to
the development of empathy, benevolence, responsibility and the ability to reflect
in younger schoolchildren. The methodological basis of the research was made
up of axiological, personal-activity, competence and environmental approaches,
which made it possible to consider the yard club as a comprehensive educational
system. To analyze the dynamics of spiritual values, the methods of questionnaires,
interviews, participant observation and comparative analysis were used, providing
a comprehensive study of personal, social and evaluative activity components.
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The key hypothesis was that the specially organized environment of the yard club,
focused on joint activities, initiative support and active involvement of children,
contributes to strengthening spiritual and socio-emotional development. The results
confirmed the significant influence of participation in yard clubs on the formation
of spiritual and moral guidelines, emotional responsiveness and the ability to
reflect. The practical significance of the research lies in the possibility of using the
identified methods for the development and implementation of educational work
programs in schools and social centers aimed at the formation of spiritual values
among younger schoolchildren.
Keywords: methodological approaches; yard club; spiritual values, leisure
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AuHoTamusa. Makana Kimi MeKTen JKachlHIArel Oajaiapia pyxaHH
KYHIBUTBIKTAP/IBIH JKETKUTIKCI3 KaJbITaCybl JKOHE OUTIM Oepy MeKeMelepiHiH
TYpakThl OlmiM Oepy OpTachlH KypyHarbl IIEKTEYJI MYMKIHIIKTEpPi MoceneciHe
apHasIFaH. 3epTTeydiH ©3eKTUIIr oJeyMEeTTIK ©3apa OpEeKETTeCy TalllIbUIbIFbIH
OTeH ayaThlH, JKEKe MarbIHAJIapbIH JAMBITAThIH JKOHE JTHKAJBIK Oaraapiapibl
KaJIBIITACTBIPATHIH, dcipece Oamamapipl SJIeyMETTEHAIPYIiH epTe Ke3eHi YIIiH
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MaHBI3JIBI OOJBIT TaOBUIATBIH MEKTENTEH ThIC KOJAAYABIH THIMII TYpPIEpiH,
aram aiTKaHaa aynaa KIyOTapblH HETi3[ey KaKeTTUTriMeH aHbIKTanalubl. Ayna
KiyOTapbl OacTaybllll CHIHBII OKYIIBUTAPBIHBIH ASMIATHSACHIH, 13T1 HHETIH,
YKayarKepIIiITiH KoHe pediekcus KaOileTiH HaMBITyFa BIKITAl €T€ OTBIPHII,
OJIEYMETTIK KAThICY, BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK, EPIKTLIIK JKoHE OipieckeH xobanap
apKbUIBI KYHJBUIBIK OarjapiiapblH  KaJbIITACTHIPY YIIIH JKaFdaid jkacayra
KaOiIeTTi uKkemi TopOue Oepy KEHICTIri peTiHjae KapacThIpbUIaibl. 3epTTEYIiH
o/liCHAMAJIBIK HETi31 aKCHUOJIOTHSUIBIK, JKEKe-OCJICeH/IUNIK, KY3BIPETTUIIK >KOHE
KOpILIaFaH opTa Tacuiaepi Oobl, OyII ayia KiIyObIH KelIeH Il OiniM Oepy xkykeci
peTine KapacThlpyFa MyMKIiHIIK Oep/i. PyxaHu KyHIbUIBIKTapAbIH AMHAMHUKACHIH
Tajnay YLIH JKeKe, dJ€yMETTiK jKoHe Oarajnay jkoHe Oarajay KOMIIOHEHTTEpPiH
KaH-)KaKThl 3EpTTEyAl KaMTaMachl3 €TETiH cayajiHama, cyxOar, Oakpuiay »oHE
CaJNBICTRIPMAJIbl Tal/ay omicTepi KOMAaHbUIABL. Herisri rumoresa-OipieckeH ic-
opekeTke, bacTaMaHbl KOJ/IayFa jKoHe Oamanapipl OeliceH Al TapTyFa OarbITTaIFaH
ayna KIyOBIHBIH apHaiibl YHBIMIACTHIPBUIFAaH OPTAChl PYXaHU JKOHE QJIEyMETTIiK-
SMOILIMOHAABI JAaMyIbl HBIFAUTYFa BIKMaN eTefi. HoTmxenep ayma kiayOTaphiHa
KaTBICYABIH PYXaHH-aIaMTePIIIiK OaFaapaap/Ipl, SMOIHOHAIBI Kaya THUTBIK TTeH
peduiekcns KabileTiH KaJbINMTAaCThIpyFa alTapIbIKTall ocepiH pacTaabl. 3epTTeyAiH
MPaKTUKAIBIK MAaHBI3IBUIBIFEl  0acTaybIlll CHIHBIT OKYIIBUIAPBIHIA pPyXaHU
KYHJIBUIBIKTAPbl KaJbIITACTBIPYFa OaFbITTallFaH MEKTENTep MeEH olIEyMETTIK
opTaJbIKTap/a TopOre JKYMBICHIHBIH OaFaapiaMalapbiH 93ipiey )KoHe eHT13y YIIiH
AHBIKTAJIFAH 9JIiCTEP/Ii KOJIaHy MYMKIHJIIT1 OOJIBITT TaOBLIAIBI.

Tyiiin ce3mep: smicHamManbIK Tocijaep; ayia KIyObl, pyXaHH KYHIBUIBIKTAp,
00cC yaKpIT
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AnHoranusi. Ctaresi MOCBSILICHa NPOOJIeMe HEAOCTaTOYHOH chOopMHpOBaH-
HOCTH JAYyXOBHBIX IIEHHOCTEH y JeTeldl MIaALIero MIKOJBHOIO BO3pacTa u
OTPaHMYCHHBIM BO3MOXKHOCTSIM 00pPa30BaTENIbHBIX YUPESKACHUH B CO3JaHUHU
YCTOMYHMBOIM BOCIIUTATENBHOH Cpelbl. AKTYyalIbHOCTh UCCIIEN0BaHMSI ONIpENEsIeTCs
HE0OXOANMMOCTBI0 000CHOBaHUS A(PPEKTUBHBIX BHEYUEOHBIX (OPM TOAJIEPIKKH,
B YACTHOCTH JBOPOBBIX KIIYOOB, CHOCOOHBIX KOMIIEHCHPOBATh Je(UIHT
COLIMAJIHOT'O B3aUMOZEICTBUS, Pa3BUTHSI INUYHOCTHBIX CMBICIIOB M (JOPMHUPOBAHUS
THYECKUX OPUEHTUPOB, YTO OCOOCHHO BaYKHO JJIsl pAaHHETO dTara COUaTIu3aui
nereil. J{BopoBble KiyObl paccMaTpUBAaIOTCsS KakK THUOKOE BOCIUTATENILHOE
MPOCTPAHCTBO, CIOCOOHOE CO3/aBaTh YCIOBHS Il (DOPMHPOBAHHS [IEHHOCTHBIX
OpPHEHTAIMH Yepe3 COLMAIBHOE YyYacTHe, COTPYAHHYECTBO, JOOPOBOIBHOCTH U
COBMECTHBIE NPOEKTHI, CLIOCOOCTBYS Pa3BUTHIO 3MIATUH, 100POKEIaTeIbHOCTH,
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH M CIHOCOOHOCTH K peuiekCMH y MIIaANIMX IIKOJIbHUKOB.
MeTonoIOrn4ecKyr0  OCHOBY — HCCIIEAOBAaHUSl COCTABWIM  AKCHOJIOTMUYECKHH,
JINYHOCTHO-JEATEIbHOCTHBIM, KOMIIETEHTHOCTHBIH M CpPEIOBOM MOJXOHbI, YTO
MO3BOJIMJIO PACCMATPUBATh JIBOPOBOM KIIyO KaK KOMIUIEKCHYIO BOCHHUTATEIBHYIO
cucreMy. s aHanmm3a DWHAMHUKH JTyXOBHBIX IIEHHOCTEH MPHUMEHSIINCh METOJbI
AQHKETUPOBAHUS, WHTEPBBIO, BKIIOYEHHOTO HAOIIONCHUS M CPaBHUTEIBHOTO
aHaiM3a, oOecreunBas BCECTOPOHHEE W3YUYCHHE JIMUHOCTHOTO, COLMAIBHOIO U
OLIEHOYHO-AESITEILHOCTHOTO KOMIOHEHTOB. KiroueBast rumoresa 3akiroyanach B
TOM, UTO CIIELIMaJIbHO OPTaHU30BAaHHAs Cpe/ia IBOPOBOTO KiIy0a, OpUEHTHPOBAHHAS
Ha COBMECTHYIO JIEATEIbHOCTD, MOAAEPKKY HHUIIMATUBHI U aKTUBHOE BOBJICUCHHE
JeTel, CroCOOCTBYET YKPEIUICHHIO JYXOBHOTO M COLHUATbHO-3MOLMOHAIBHOTO
pasBuTHA. Pe3ynpraTsl MOATBEPIWIM 3HAYMMOE BIHMAHHE Y4acTUS B JBOPOBBIX
KITy0ax Ha OPMUPOBAHUE TyXOBHO-HPABCTBEHHBIX OPUEHTHPOB, SMOLUOHAILHON
OT3bIBYMBOCTH M CIOCOOHOCTH K peduekcun. [Ipakruueckass 3HAUUMOCTb
WCCIIEZIOBAHUS 3aK/IIOYaeTcs B BO3MOKHOCTH HCIIOJNIB30BAaHUS BBISBICHHBIX
METOJOB /sl pa3pabOTKHM W BHEAPEHHUSI MPOTPaMM BOCIHMTATEIBHOM paboThI B
IIKOJIaX W COIMANIbHBIX IIEHTpaX, HAlpaBIEHHBIX Ha (HOPMUPOBAHHE TyXOBHBIX
LIEHHOCTEN Y MIIa/IIINX [IKOJIbHHUKOB.

Ki1roueBble c10Ba: METOOIOIHYECKHE ITOIXOAbI; IBOPOBBIN KIIy0; AyXOBHBIE
LIEHHOCTH, JIOCYT

Introduction. At present, the development of education in Kazakhstan,
characterized by processes of modernization, digital transformation, and the
strengthening of national value orientations, determines the need to update
pedagogical approaches to the upbringing of the individual. The formation of
a system of basic spiritual values in children becomes a key direction of state
educational policy aimed at educating the younger generation. The modern socio-
cultural context of Kazakhstan, focused on strengthening national unity and
increasing the competitiveness of youth, places high demands on the system of
upbringing.

In the Address of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, K.-Zh. Tokayev,
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“Kazakhstan in the era of artificial intelligence: current challenges and their solutions
through digital transformation” (2025), it is emphasized that the successful entry of
the country into the digital era is impossible without the formation of a new quality
of human capital based on the values of responsibility, citizenship, diligence, and
creativity. Technological progress, as noted in the document, should be accompanied
by the strengthening of the spiritual and moral foundations of society, since it is
precisely these that ensure sustainability, social harmony, and national unity.

The relevance of tasks related to the formation of children’s value orientations
is consistent with international documents: the Convention on the rights of the
child (UN, 1989) and the concept of “Education for sustainable development” (UN
Agenda 2030, Goal 4.7), aimed at developing attitudes necessary for building a
responsible society. According to the OECD Learning Compass 2030, modern
education should form transformative competencies, such as creating new value
and taking responsibility. The position of UNESCO (GCED) also emphasizes the
importance of fostering global citizenship based on the values of respect, empathy,
and a sense of belonging to the global community.

In this context, particular importance is attached to educational work that goes
beyond the framework of formal education and is implemented in informal social
spaces such as neighborhood clubs and leisure centers. These spaces create an
environment of free communication, self-determination, and social interaction in
which children acquire practices of cooperation, decision-making, initiative, and
the internalization of values.

Literary review. Neighborhood clubs and other forms of extracurricular informal
engagement are increasingly viewed as key “third spaces” (Bartlett, 2025), acting
as a compensatory and complementary factor in relation to the family and school.
These associations create a specific educational environment in which voluntary
participation, informal communication, and project-based and creative activities
contribute to the development of children’s social agency and the formation of
value orientations (Barker, 2022; Goldner et al., 2021).

Despite the evident socio-pedagogical potential of neighborhood clubs, scholarly
understanding of the nature of their purposeful influence on value formation remains
fragmented, especially within the context of national educational programs. An
analysis of existing studies reveals a gap between the theoretical recognition of the
importance of forming spiritual values and the practical implementation of this task
in informal educational structures.

To reliably capture changes in the structure of children’s values, a comprehensive
mixed method research approach is required (Ospanova and Slyusarenko, 2020),
allowing for the identification of both quantitative shifts and qualitative mechanisms
of transformation under conditions of extracurricular engagement (Hansen, 2021).

Several studies reveal methodological limitations related to small sample sizes
and the absence of longitudinal observation (Orejudo and Hernandez et al., 2025),
which reduces the reliability of conclusions regarding the influence of club activities
on the formation of children’s values.

In this regard, the need arises to select and theoretically substantiate
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methodological approaches that ensure a comprehensive and reliable study of the
socio-pedagogical mechanisms involved in the formation of children’s spiritual
values in the context of neighborhood clubs.

The aim of the study is - based on axiological, personality-activity, competency-
based, and environmental approaches, to identify the criteria, components,
and indicators of the formation of children’s spiritual values in the context of
neighborhood clubs and to test their applicability through pilot analysis.

The objectives of the study are:

1. To systematize existing methodological approaches to the study of the
formation of children’s spiritual values.

2. To determine the criteria, components, and indicators of the formation of
children’s spiritual values based on methodological approaches.

3. To analyze the formation of children’s spiritual values in the context of
neighborhood clubs.

The theoretical significance of the study lies in the development of methodological
foundations for analyzing the educational potential of neighborhood clubs, the
formation of a system of criteria, components, and indicators of children’s spiritual
values, as well as in substantiating the integration of axiological, personality-
activity, competency-based, and environmental approaches.

The practical significance is determined by the possibility of using the developed
criteria and indicators to assess and plan educational activities in neighborhood
clubs and institutions of supplementary education.

Materials and main methods. In pedagogy, values are understood as stable,
socially approved beliefs that regulate individual behavior and serve as criteria for
evaluating actions and life goals.

The main task of additional education for children working in parallel with
secondary schools in the country's education system is to help children better
understand themselves, their desires, and unlock their potential by developing
various abilities. The main advantage of additional education is that it helps each
child to develop independently, taking into account their characteristics and abilities
through various areas of additional educational programs.

Yard clubs, as one of the types of supplementary education organizations
operating in urban communities of Kazakhstan represent a unique socio-pedagogical
environment located near children’s places of residence and characterized by
voluntariness, informality, and equal interaction among participants. Research
shows that long-term programs providing emotional support and a safe environment
help children not only to form personal values and motivation, but also to broaden
their range.

Barker P. (2022) notes that “stable social ties, support from significant adults,
and opportunities for participation in joint activities create conditions for the
development of trust, responsibility, and a sense of belonging to the community.”
These conclusions are consistent with the environmental and axiological approaches,
as they emphasize the decisive role of the environment and social interactions in the
process of forming spiritual values. Goldner and his colleagues (2021) identified
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key mechanisms of influence of such communities: “the formation of trusting
relationships with mentors, the development of self-regulation and socialization
skills, as well as the strengthening of the ability to make independent decisions”.
From the perspective of Bartlett T. and Yemini M. (2025), participation in such
clubs contributes not only to the identification of interests and beliefs, but also to
the development of self-assessment skills, motivation, and collective responsibility,
which confirms the significance of neighborhood clubs and similar spaces as
environments for value formation.

The analysis conducted confirms that neighborhood clubs possess significant
potential for value formation, particularly spiritual values. The study of the role
of neighborhood clubs in the formation of children’s spiritual values requires a
comprehensive approach, since the club represents a complex socio-pedagogical
system, in which personal characteristics of participants, environmental influences,
and organizational factors intersect. The methodological foundation of this study is
based on the integration of four key approaches: axiological, personality-activity,
competency-based, and environmental. In this context, methodology is understood
as a system of principles and means of scientific inquiry that ensures the solution of
specific tasks and the improvement of socio-pedagogical practice. The validity of
the selected approaches is determined by the need for a multidimensional analysis
of the complex socio-pedagogical system represented by neighborhood clubs.

Methodology is a science of methods, techniques, ways, and tools of cognition. It
can be considered in two aspects: as a theoretical one, associated with epistemology
and the philosophical foundations of knowledge, and as a practical one, aimed at
solving specific tasks and purposefully transforming reality. The effectiveness and
validity of the chosen methods are determined by their application in practice,
which makes it possible to identify the most rational methodological approaches
for achieving the stated goals.

To understand the importance of the specified methodological approaches in
the study of the role of neighborhood clubs in the formation of children’s spiritual
values, a content analysis of definitions was conducted. Some of them are presented
in the Table 1.

Table 1 — Content analysis of definitions of methodological approaches

Author / source | Definition

Axiological approach
a pedagogical approach in which values serve as the foundation and
guiding reference of upbringing and education; through this approach, an
individual’s value orientations are formed.

V.A.Slastenin,
G.I. Chizhakova (2003)

Isaev I. F. (2002) a philosophical and pedagogical strategy that reveals ways of using
pedagogical resources for personal development and offers perspectives
for improving the education system.

a humanistic direction in the philosophy of education whose theoretical
principles substantiate a concept of the development of the world and the
individual within a unified system of values, relationships, evaluations,
and value orientations based on the idea of harmonization.
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Personality-activity approach
a form of activity-based learning in which the learner is viewed as an
active, creative subject of educational activity, with attention to individual
characteristics, interests, and needs.
the unity of personal and activity components, implying a reorientation of
Zimnyaya I. A. (2000) |learning toward learners’ formulation and solution of specific educational
tasks.
the organization and management of a learner’s purposeful educational
activity within the general context of life activity, including interests, life
plans, value orientations, and understanding of the meaning of learning
for the development of creative potential.

Competency-based approach
a system for organizing educational activity based on project-based
Shabalin K. V. (2022) learning and the use of digital technologies, aimed at developing learners’
motivational potential and practical skills.

Novikov A.M.,
Novikov D. A.

Kulyutkin Yu. N. (1985)

an orientation of education toward forming a personality capable
Zimnyaya I. A. (2003) |of independently solving social and professional tasks through the
integration of knowledge, skills, and personal qualities.
ashiftin emphasis from the assimilation of information to the development
of learners’ capacity for conscious and independent activity in various life
situations.

Environmental approach

Khutorskoy A. V.
(2002)

Shvachko E. V., consideration and purposeful use of the possibilities of the environment
in the pedagogical process; the environment acts as an active pedagogical
resource and a means of upbringing.

a system of influences and conditions for shaping personality according
Yasvin V. A. (2001) to a given model, as well as opportunities for its development contained
in the social and spatial environment.

modal characteristics of the environment formed under the influence
of spontaneous factors, which serve as the lever in the mechanism of
transforming the environment into an educational space and an educational
means, forming the basis of environmental approach technology.

Kalugina T. A. (2017)

Manuilov Yu. S. (2002)

Having examined the definitions of the methodological approaches, we
concluded that their application is necessary for studying the role of neighborhood
clubs in the formation of children’s spiritual values. Each approach reveals
a separate dimension of the educational process, which makes it possible to
comprehensively assess the influence of neighborhood clubs on the formation of
children’s spiritual values: the axiological approach allows for the identification
and analysis of children’s value orientations; the personality-activity approach
makes it possible to trace how these values are formed through active participation
in club activities; the competency-based approach enables the translation of values
into measurable social and personal competencies; and the environmental approach
takes into account the influence of the physical, social, and cultural environment of
the club on participants’ development.

Results. A key characteristic of the neighborhood club is its informal nature:
while school education tends to focus on the declarative level of values, club-based
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activities translate them into behavioral patterns and personal attitudes. This is
achieved through practice-oriented activities, emotional engagement, and dialogue
between cultures.

The axiological approach serves as the cornerstone of studying the role
of neighborhood clubs, as it views their activity not merely as leisure, but as a
purposeful process of value design and formation. Within this approach, the work of
aneighborhood club is interpreted as a system that creates conditions and programs
facilitating the internalization of spiritual and moral, traditional, civic, and patriotic
values.

Based on the axiological approach, it is possible to highlight the formation of
moral values in children, such as kindness, honesty, and care, which reflect internal
behavioral orientations and an understanding of good and justice.

The personality-activity approach makes it possible to view the child’s
personality as an active subject developing through activity and interaction with other
participants. Values and social qualities are formed through conscious participation
in collective projects and events, which stimulates initiative, responsibility, and
social engagement (Paterson-Young, 2024). In the context of neighborhood clubs,
this approach is implemented through the organization of joint activities, support
for initiative, and the creation of conditions for children’s self-realization, ensuring
the formation of personal and value maturity.

Relying on the personality-activity approach, personal values such as initiative,
responsibility, and independence are formed, as well as emotional values,
particularly empathy, including compassion and the ability to understand others’
feelings. These qualities develop through active participation in collective projects,
interaction with peers, and a conscious focus on achieving goals. From this
perspective, it can be argued that a child’s spiritual values are formed primarily in
the process of activity—through collective participation, interpersonal interaction,
motivation, and awareness in solving specific tasks.

The educator or leader of a neighborhood club creates conditions for the
development of children’s individual creative activity, supports their initiative,
and provides opportunities for self-realization, which constitutes a key direction
in the formation of personal and value-based qualities. As noted by N. D. Khmel,
“personality is formed in activity, and successful activity of the individual leads
to the transformation of personality and the development of individuality, since
learning, along with extracurricular activity, serves as a means of developing the
essential forces of a human being” (Khmel, 2008).

The competency-based approach in the activities of neighborhood clubs is aimed
at developing children’s life, social, and value related competencies, including the
ability to interact effectively within a group. It is focused on the application of
knowledge in various social situations, including non-standard and problem-based
ones, where ready-made solutions cannot be prepared in advance. This makes it
an important component of modern educational and upbringing standards. This
approach ensures the formation of social values -cooperation, teamwork, and
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prosocial behavior-through participation in joint projects, solving non-standard
tasks, and interaction with other participants. In the context of supplementary
education, it contributes to the development of both spiritual and practical, social,
and personal competencies necessary for successful adaptation and self-realization,
including the ability to work in a group, make decisions, take responsibility for
shared outcomes, and show initiative.

The environmental approach holds particular significance in the study, as
it considers upbringing as the result of interaction between the individual and
a culturally and socially organized environment. Within this approach, the
neighborhood club functions as an integrated educational space in which the
physical, social, value-normative, and symbolic environment becomes an active
factor in children’s personal development.

Thus, the environment of the neighborhood club creates conditions for
consolidating spiritual, moral, social, personal, and emotional values through
the organization of a cultural, social, and value-oriented space that provides
opportunities for their practical manifestation.

The integration of axiological, personality-activity, competency-based, and
environmental approaches make it possible to view the neighborhood club as
an educational space that contains the conditions for forming a complementary
complex of children’s values, which constitute the foundation of spiritual personality
development.

Based on this integration, the components, criteria, and indicators of the
formation of children’s spiritual values, as well as diagnostic methods, were
identified (Table 2).

Table 2 — Components, criteria, and indicators of the formation of value competencies

communicative
(personality-activity
and environmental

Empathic concern,
perspective taking,
empathic distress,

others’ emotions, show
compassion, support
peers in conflict

Criteria Components Indicators Diagnostic methods
Value-meaningful Moral values: Helping peers, Teacher observation,
(axiological kindness, honesty, | following rules, honesty | situational tasks, adapted
approach) care in actions questionnaires, interviews
Emotional- Ability to recognize

Adapted J. Davis empathy
scale (IRI), role-playing
games, observation,

(competency-based
approach)

independence; social

values: cooperation,

teamwork, prosocial
behavior

reminders, participation
in joint activities, ability
to negotiate and help
others

approaches) fantasy situations pedagogical interviews
Personal values: Demonstration
initiative, of initiative, task Individual and group
Evaluative-activity responsibility, completion without tasks, observation,

adapted self-assessment
questionnaires, teacher
surveys

Thus, the table presented demonstrates the systematization of criteria,
components, and indicators for the formation of children’s spiritual values in the
context of neighborhood clubs.

[©No1el

426




ISSN 1991-3494 1.2026

The value-meaningful criterion reflects moral and personal aspects that shape
internal behavioral guidelines and a child’s personal self-determination.

The emotional-communicative criterion integrates social and emotional
qualities, ensuring the development of skills related to cooperation, empathy, and
prosocial interaction.

The evaluative-activity criterion emphasizes children’s ability to comprehend
and analyze their actions, correlate them with values and norms, and thereby foster
responsibility and self-assessment.

Diagnostic methods include observation, role-playing activities, case-based
tasks, adapted questionnaires and self-assessment scales, as well as pedagogical
interviews and reflective diaries, which makes it possible to comprehensively
assess the formation of spiritual values at personal, social, and evaluative levels.
Such a comprehensive approach provides a holistic understanding of the influence
of neighborhood clubs on children’s spiritual development and serves as a
methodological foundation for further research and practical recommendations.

Discussion. The study was conducted in 2025 in the city of Shymkent. The
empirical basis of the research consists of data obtained during a pedagogical
experiment involving 242 children aged 9-11 years, 128 of whom attend
neighborhood clubs.

To analyze the influence of neighborhood clubs on the formation of spiritual
values, the children were divided into an experimental group (n=128) and a control
group (n=114). The study was carried out in several stages: at the first stage, the
initial level of spiritual values was assessed according to the value-meaningful,
emotional-communicative, and evaluative-activity criteria; at the second stage,
targeted activities of neighborhood clubs were implemented; at the third stage,
repeated diagnostics were conducted to identify the dynamics of changes.

For example, to assess the components of spiritual values, an adapted version of J.
Davis’s empathy scale (IRI) and specially designed self-assessment questionnaires
for primary school children were used. Each scale was evaluated using a five-point
scoring system. Diagnostics were carried out at the baseline and final stages of the
pedagogical experiment (Table 3, Figures 1-2). The table presents the mean values
of children’s spiritual value indicators expressed in points.

Diagnostics of the emotional-communicative criterion were conducted using J.
Davis’s empathy scale (IRI), since empathy represents a fundamental emotional
component of spiritual values. Indicators such as empathic concern, understanding
others’ feelings, perspective taking, and emotional responsiveness reflect the level
of moral and emotional development of children aged 9-11. These parameters make
it possible to assess not only the development of the emotional sphere, but also
the depth of value orientations associated with kindness, respect, and the ability to
empathize with and support others.

The use of the IRI scale in this study is justified by the fact that the formation
of spiritual values at this age occurs primarily through interaction, communication,
and joint activities. Under these conditions, empathy acts as a key mechanism
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of spiritual and moral development. The recorded increase in indicators in the
experimental group demonstrates the effectiveness of the implemented educational
conditions in developing the emotional-communicative aspects of spiritual values
among students of this age group.

Table 3 — Results of diagnostics using J. Davis’s empathy scale

Component.s of'the el.not.ional- EG Increase CG Increase
communicative criterion Before | After Before | After
Empathic concern 3,1 42 +1,1 3,0 32 +0,2
Perspective taking 3,0 4,0 +1,0 3,1 32 +0,1
Empathic distress 2,9 3,6 +0,7 3,0 3,1 +0,1
Fantasy (empathic imagination) 32 4,1 +0,9 3,1 32 +0,1
45
4
3,5
3
2,5
2
1,5
1
0,5
0
Empathic concern Perspective taking Empathic distress Fantasy (empathic
imagination)
B The experimental group Before B The experimental group After

Figure 1 — Results of diagnostics of the experimental group using J. Davis’s empathy scale

(IRD)
3,25
3,2
3,15
3,1
3,05
3
2,95
2,9
Empathic concemn Perspective taking Empathic distress Fantasy (empathic

imagination)

W The control group Before M The control group After

Figure 2 — Results of diagnostics of the control group using J. Davis’s empathy scale (IRI)
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The diagnostic results presented in the table and diagrams are based on
the empathy scale of J. The results of the Davis (IRI) study reflect changes in
the indicators of the emotional and communicative criterion in children of the
experimental (EG) and control (KG) groups at the ascertaining and final stages of
the experiment.

An analysis of the data in the table shows that in the experimental group there
is a steady and pronounced positive trend in all components of empathy. Thus, the
indicator on the scale of "Empathic care" increased from 3.1 to 4.2 points, which
corresponds to an increase of +1.1. This result indicates a significant development
in children's ability to show empathy, caring and emotional responsiveness towards
other people.

A significant increase in indicators was also recorded on the "Acceptance of
perspective" scale — from 3.0 to 4.0 points (+1.0). This indicates the formation
of the ability of younger schoolchildren to understand the position of another
person, to take into account his feelings, thoughts and point of view in the process
of communication, which is an important indicator of the development of socio-
communicative and spiritual and moral qualities of a personality.

The score on the scale of "Fantasy (empathic imagination)" in the experimental
group increased from 3.2 to 4.1 points (+0.9). This dynamic reflects the expansion
of children's emotional and imaginative experience, the development of the ability
to emotionally identify with characters, situations and other people, which is
especially important for the formation of empathy and spiritual values in primary
school age.

An increase in the value on the "Empathic distress" scale from 2.9 to 3.6 points
(+0.7) indicates an increase in children's sensitivity to the experiences of others, as
well as their willingness to respond emotionally to the difficulties and conditions
of others. A moderate increase in this indicator can be considered positive, since
it indicates not excessive emotional stress, but the formation of empathy and
responsibility for the other.

The data presented in Figure 1 clearly demonstrate that after the implementation
of the formative stage of the experiment, the indicators of the experimental group
on all scales of empathy increased significantly, with the greatest changes recorded
on the scales of "Empathic concern" and "Acceptance of perspective."

At the same time, the analysis of the results of the control group presented
in the table and in Figure 2 shows only minor changes on all scales of the IRI
methodology. The increase in indicators varies between +0.1-0.2 points, which can
be explained by the natural age development of children and the lack of specially
organized pedagogical influence. Such changes are not systemic in nature and do not
indicate the purposeful formation of the emotional and communicative component
of spiritual values.

Thus, a comparative analysis of the table and diagrams convincingly confirms
the effectiveness of the implemented pedagogical conditions in the experimental
group. Significant positive changes in the indicators of empathy on all scales of
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J. P. Morgan's methodology. The results of the research conducted by J. Davis
indicate the purposeful formation of the emotional and communicative component
of spiritual values in primary school-age children. The minimal dynamics in the
control group, on the contrary, emphasizes the importance of specially organized
cultural, educational and pedagogical work.

The integration of the IRI methodology with other diagnostic tools provides a
comprehensive assessment of the level of formation of the emotional-communicative
criterion of children’s spiritual values and makes it possible to objectively identify
the results of educational influence.

All research procedures complied with the ethical standards of pedagogical
science. Children’s participation was voluntary and carried out with the written
consent of parents and the administration of educational institutions.

Conclusion. The conducted study confirmed the significance of neighborhood
clubs as an educational space that has a positive impact on the formation of spiritual
values in children aged 9-11. The obtained data show that a specially organized
neighborhood club environment, based on the principles of voluntariness,
involvement, cooperation, and joint activity, possesses a strong educational
potential and contributes to the development of kindness, empathy, respect, and
responsibility in children.

The integration of value-meaningful, emotional-communicative, and evaluative-
activity criteria within the axiological, personality-activity, competency-based, and
environmental approaches provided a holistic methodological foundation for the
study and made it possible to comprehensively assess the influence of educational
activities on the formation of spiritual values.

The use of a diagnostic complex that included the adapted IRI methodology
and additional assessment tools demonstrated the possibility of reliable and valid
diagnostics of the emotional-communicative component of spiritual values in
primary school children in the context of neighborhood clubs. The results obtained
confirm the effectiveness of the educational programs and the need for their further
development and wider implementation.
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