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Abstract. Thisarticle examines the didactic potential of contemporary Kazakhstani
Russophone prose in Grade 7 Russian literature classes through the framework
of active-productive reading. The study addresses a significant methodological
contradiction between adolescents’ lived cultural experience and the predominantly
canonical structure of the school curriculum. While modern transcultural literary
texts reflecting the social, historical, and cultural realities of Kazakhstan are
increasingly relevant for students, they remain insufficiently represented in classroom
practice. At the same time, work with epic prose is often limited to retelling and
reproductive comprehension, which restricts the development of interpretive and
reflective reading skills. The research aims to develop a reproducible instructional
model that facilitates the transition from receptive reading to evidence-based
literary interpretation. Methodologically, the study integrates comparative literary
analysis, archetypal-symbolic interpretation, and didactic modelling. The research
procedure includes close reading of selected texts, thematic categorisation of motifs,
symbols, and chronotopes, comparative synthesis of authorial narrative strategies,
and the design of lesson tasks supported by explicit assessment criteria. The corpus
comprises micro-narratives by I. A. Odegov (The Trap, City, Old Fazyl’s Advice,
Purusha) and macro-narratives by G. K. Belger (Earthly Elect (Goethe. Abai), The
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Wanderer’s House, Rain with Snow), as well as the novel Tuyuk Su. The findings
reveal a complementary pedagogical effect when the two authors are studied within
a single instructional unit. Odegov’s texts, characterised by condensed symbolism
(trap, road, threshold, silence), promote inferential reading, annotation, and motif-
based interpretation grounded in textual evidence. Belger’s historically structured
narratives, organised around the concept of Heimat/home, enhance contextual
comprehension, cultural-historical reflection, and empathic engagement through
themes of memory, diaspora, and belonging. The article proposes a reproducible
45-50-minute lesson route including pre-reading activation, guided annotated
reading, pause-and-predict strategies, comparative discussion, and reflective
synthesis. Student products-symbol maps, comparison matrices, and thesis-evidence
response paragraphs-render interpretation observable, assessable, and aligned with
competence-oriented literature education in Grade 7.
Keywords: active-productive reading, transcultural prose, [LA. Odegov,

G. K. Belger, archetypes, epic narrative, literature teaching
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AHHoOTamusa. Makanana Kaszipri Ka3akCTaHIBIK OpbIC TULII MPO3aHBIH
7-CBIHBINITAFBI OPBIC 9/1e0MeTi cabaKTapbIiHAa OeJICeHAI-OHIMA1 OKY TEXHOJIOTHsIIaphI
AsCBIHIA KOJAAHBUTY MYMKIHAIKTEPl FBUIBIMH TYpFbIA TaljaHaabl. 3epTrey
KACOCHIPIMIEPIiH Ka3ipri MOJeHH TakKipuOeci MEH MEKTel OariapiaMachIHBIH
HETi3ilHeH KaHOHIBIK MOTiHAEpre OargapiaHybl apachlHAArbl — OMICTEMEIIK
KaWIIBUTBIKTHL aHBIKTayFa OarbITTanfad. KazakCcTaHHBIH TapUXH, 9JICYMETTIK JKOHE
MOJICHU IIBIHABIFBIH OCHHENEHTIH MOICHUETApAIIBIK KOPKEM MOTIHIEp ©3€KTiiriHe
KapamMacTaH, MEKTeN ToKIpHOECiHAe MKETKUTIKTI JEHreWae KOJAaHbUIManIbI.
CoHbIMEH KaTap 3MUKaIbIK IPO3aHbl OKBITY KOOiHE Ma3MyHay MEH PEeIPOAYKTHBTI
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TYCIHYT'€ HEeTi3[eJil, OKYIIbUIAPAbIH HHTEPIPETALMSIIBIK )KOHE PEIICKCHSIIBIK OKY
JaFAbUIApbIH IaMBITYFa TOJBIK MYMKIiHIIK OepMeiai. by xarnaii one6u OiniMHIH
KY3BIPETTUTIKKE OarbITTalIFAH MOJICNIIHE KaHIbl Kelemi. 3epTTeyJliH MaKcaThbl
— OKyHIbUIapAbl MOTIHAI PEUENnTHBTI KaOblijaynaH Ioyenre CyHeHreH oJeOu
WHTEpIpeTaLysIFa KeTeJICUTIH, KaliTa KojjaHyFa OONaThIH SJiCTEMeINiK MOAEb
o3ipiey. OgicHaMalIbIK HEri3 peTiHAe CanbICTBHIPMalbl 9/1e0U Tanaay, apXeTUITIK-
CHUMBOJIJIBIK MHTEPITPETALNS JKOHE IUIAKTHKAIIBIK MOAETbAeY OipikTipingi. 3epTrey
OapbIChIHIA MOTIHAI KaKbIHHAH OKY, MOTHBTEP/Ii, CHMBOJIIap MEH XPOHOTONTAP 1B
TaKBIPBIITHIK JKIKTEY, aBTOPJIBIK CTPaTEerusIapAbl CalbICTHIPMalbl Talaay, COHAAN-
aK Oaranay KpUTEpHiiJiepi aHBIKTalFaH OKY TarchlpMallapblH JKoOajay Kysere
aceIpblAbL. 3epTTey MaTepuaisl petinae U.A. OnerostoiH («JloBymkay, «'opomy,
«Crnosa craporo ®a3puisi», «[lypyma») mukpo-napparustepi xone [.K. benbrepain
(«3emubie n3opannuku (I'ére. AbGait)», «Jlom ckutanbuay, «Joxap co cHErom»)
meIFapManapsl, congaii-ak « Tyrok Cy» poMaHsl albIHABL. HoTHKenep eki aBTopbl
Oip TaKBIPBINTHIK OipJIIKTE OKBITYJIBIH KOMILIEMEHTAPJIBIK TEAarOTUKAIBIK 9CepiH
kepceteni. ONEroBThIH IIOFBIPIAHFaH CHUMBOJHMKACHI (Ty3aK, >KOJI, TaOaJlIbIpbIK,
YHCI3IIK) MaFbIHAJIBIK KOPBITBIHABI XKacay, aHHOTALMsIIAY JKOHE MOTIHIIK JIoJIenre
CYHeHIN MHTephnpeTaysiay AaFAblIapblH AaMbITabl. benbrepain Tapuxu yakbITKa
HeTi3JIeNITeH mblFapManapbl Heimat / «yi» KOHLENTi apKbUIBI JKaJl, AUAcIIopa JKoHEe
THECITIK MOCeNeNIepiH albll, KOHTEKCTIK TYCIHY1, MOJICHH-TAPUXHU PEPICKCHIHBI
KOHE SMIATUSUIIBIK OKYyJbl KymieiTeni. Makanana 45-50 MuHyTKa apHanFaH cabak
MapUIpyThl YCHIHBUIAABI, 0J1 OeNICeHIpY, OaFbITTalFaH aHHOTALMSUIBL OKY, O0JDKay,
CaNIBICTBIPMANbl TAJKbLIAY >KOHE Pe(EKCHUSUIBIK CHHTE3 Ke3eHJAEPiH KaMTHUMBIL.
OKyLIBIHBIH OKY OHIMJIepi WHTEpHNpeTalUsIHbl OJIIICHETIH opi OaranaHaTbIH eTeal
JKOHE OKY HOTIIKEJIEPiH OObEKTUBTI Oaranayra MyMKIHIIK Oepei.

Tyiiin ce3mep: GenceHai-eHIMII OKy, TPaHCKYJIBTYpajbIK mpo3a, M.A. Oneros,
I".K. Benbrep, apxeTun, aMHUKaJIbIK HAPPATHB, 91€OUETTI OKBITY 9licTeMeci
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AnHoTaumss. B cratee paccMarpuBaeTcs JIUMIAKTUYECKUM  MOTEHIMA
COBPEMEHHON  Ka3aXCTaHCKOM PYCCKOSA3BIYHOM IIPO3BI B  Kypce€ PpPYyCCKOH
JUTEepaTypsl 7 Kiacca B KOHTEKCTE TEXHOJIOTUH aKTUBHO-TIPOJYKTHBHOTO
yTeHud. VccienoBaHne OCHOBAaHO Ha BBISBICHHH YCTOWYHBOIO MPOTHBOPEUUS
MEXJly KyJIbTYpHBIM OIBITOM COBPEMEHHBIX IOAPOCTKOB M TNPEUMYIIECTBEHHO
KaHOHMYECKUM XapaKTepoM IIKOJIBHOM mporpammbl. HecMOTpsi Ha akTyalbHOCTb
TPAHCKYJIBTYPHBIX XYJ/I0KECTBEHHBIX TEKCTOB, OTPAXKAIOIIUX HCTOPHUYECKUE,
colaibHble U LIEHHOCTHBIEe peannu KazaxcraHa, WX HCIIOJIB30BaHUE B IIKOJIBHOM
NpakTUKe ocTaércsi orpaHudeHHbIM. [Ipu 3TOM paboTa ¢ AMUYecKoi Mpo30i YacTo
CBOJUTCS K Tepeckady M pEeNpOoJyKTHBHOMY IOHHUMAaHMIO, YTO MPEMSATCTBYET
(OpMHPOBAaHMIO  HMHTEPHPETAIMOHHBIX M PE(IEKCHBHBIX  YUTATEIbCKUX
ymenuii. llenbs wmcciemoBanus - pa3paboTKa BOCTIPOM3BOIUMOM METOAMYECKOU
MOJIeNT, O00ECTIeYMBAIONIEH IMEPEeXo] OT PEUENTHBHOTO BOCIPHUSATHS TEKCTa K
JI0KA3aTeIbHON JIMTEpaTypHOU MHTEpHpeTaluu. MeTOoA0JOIrMYECKYI0 OCHOBY
COCTaBJISIIOT CPaBHUTENIbHO-JIUTEPATYPHBIN aHaIN3, apXeTUITHO-CUMBOJIMYECKas
UHTEpHpeTanus W IUAaKTHYecKoe MoJlenupoBaHrne. B paMkax wucciaenoBaHUs
NPUMEHSIOTCS. TPOLEAYpPhl OJIM3KOTO UTCHUS, TEMATWYeCKOH KiaccHu(UKaIH
MOTHBOB, CHMBOJIOB M XpPOHOTOIIOB, COIOCTaBUTEIILHOTO aHalH3a aBTOPCKHUX
CTpaTeruif, a TaKKe MPOEKTUPOBAHUS CHCTEMBl YYEOHBIX 3aJaHuil C YETKO
3aJIaHHBIMU KPUTEPHUSIMH OIICHMBAaHHWSA. MarepuaaoM HCCIIEIOBAaHUS TOCITYKHIN
mukpo-HappatuBel M. A. OperoBa («JloBymka», «l'opom», «CioBa crtaporo
@azpisy, «llypyma») u makpo-nappatussl I'. K. benbsrepa («3emHbie n30paHHUKH
(Tére. AbGait)», «/Iom ckutanmbia», «J{oxkap co cHerom»), a Takke pomad «Tyrok
Cy». PesynpraThl aHamm3a AEMOHCTPUPYIOT KOMITJIEMEHTAPHBIN IeIarornyeckuil
3¢ (HeKT COBMECTHOTO U3yUEHUs JaHHBIX aBTOPOB. TekcThl OJierosa co CrymeéHHoN
CUMBOJIMKOM (JIOBYyIIKa, JOpOra, IMOpPOT, MOJTYaHHE) CIIOCOOCTBYIOT Pa3BUTHIO
HAaBBIKOB CMBICIIOBOTO BBIBOJIA, aHHOTHPOBAHUS M HWHTEpIpPETAlli MOTHBA Ha
OCHOBE TEKCTOBBIX J0Ka3aTelbCTB. [IpomsBenenusi benbrepa, opraHu3oBaHHbIE
HCTOPUYECKUM BpEMEHEM U KOHILlenToM Heimat / «1omM», yCHIIMBAIOT KOHTEKCTHOE
NOHUMAaHUE, KYJIbTYPHO-MCTOPHUECKYIO pEQIIEKCUI0 W DMIIATHHHOE YTCHHE.
[Ipennoxxen MapuipyT ypokKa MpOa0JDKUTETHHOCTRI0 45—50 MUHYT, BKIIIOUAIOIIAN
MPEITEeKCTOBYIO0  aKTyaJIM3alldio, HaIlpaBIEHHOE AaHHOTHPOBAHHOE  YTEHUE,
npuéMBl  TIPOTHO3UPOBAHMS, COMOCTABHTENIBHYIO TUCKYCCHIO M Pe(IeKCHBHBIH
CHHTE3. Y4eOHbIe MPOAYKTHI JENAIOT MPOIecC MHTEPIpETaluy HaOII0AaeMbIM H
OLIEHMBAEMBIM B JIOTHKE KOMIIETEHTHOCTHOT'O OOy4YEHHs JTUTEPATYpE.

KuaroueBble cj0Ba: akTUBHO-IPOMYKTHBHOE UTEHHE, TPAHCKYJIbTypajbHas
npo3a, M.A. Operos, I'K. benbrep, apxeTurn, snUYecKuil HAppaTHUB, METOAMKA
MIPETIOIaBaHus JINTEPATYPHI
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Introduction. The contemporary educational paradigm emphasises the
development of critical thinking, interpretative competence, and intercultural
literacy in school curricula. Literature teaching, traditionally focused on canonical
texts of the 19th and early 20th centuries, faces the challenge of engaging modern
learners in a world shaped by cultural hybridity, identity negotiation, and digital
media. In this context, integrating modern Kazakhstani Russian-language prose
into the curriculum is both a pedagogical necessity and an opportunity to bridge
classical literary education with contemporary realities. Both historically and
today, literature teaching operates at the intersection of academic imperatives and
personal development goals, which can at times conflict. Academically, it functions
to inculcate cultural and ethical norms; to prepare learners for tertiary study and
the labor market; to foreground exemplary (canonical) texts; to teach decoding; to
accrue metrics within Lexile-based schemes; and to secure performance on high-
stakes exams. In parallel, personal aims include motivating students, cultivating a
love of reading, sustaining lifelong learning, encouraging sensitivity to language and
writing, and honing critical reading practices. From a social perspective, literature is
also justified as an inclusive enterprise that builds cultural capital, affirms identities,
humanizes relations, and promotes civic participation. (Mirra, 2023: 4).

Research Problem and Significance

Despite the growing scholarly interest in Kazakhstani Russophone literature,
its pedagogical potential remains underexplored in secondary education. Existing
curricula often marginalise contemporary texts, resulting in a gap between students’
lived experiences and the literary canon they encounter. This study seeks to address
this gap by demonstrating how the works of I. A. Odegov and G.K. Belger can enrich
literature lessons in grade 7, helping students develop analytical skills, cultural
awareness, and interpretative competence.

Moreover, the research highlights the didactic value of active - productive
reading technologies as a means of engaging students with complex literary texts.
Such technologies, grounded in cognitive and constructivist theories of reading,
encourage learners to predict, question, annotate, and reinterpret textual meanings,
thus deepening their comprehension and fostering higher - order thinking skills.

Purpose and Objectives

The primary aim of this study is to explore the methodological and pedagogical
potential of integrating modern Kazakhstani prose into the grade 7 literature
curriculum through active -productive reading approaches. The objectives are:

- to conduct a comparative literary analysis of the prose of I.A. Odegov and G.K.
Belger, focusing on transculturality, archetypes, and symbolism.

- to develop a methodological framework for integrating their works into
classroom practice.

- to demonstrate how active-productive reading technologies can be used to
enhance students’ interpretative and analytical skills.

Literature review. Broadly conceived, Critical and Reader Response approaches
ask how cultural, social, and political contexts inform texts and the ways readers
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make sense of them (Macaluso, 2015: 78). A critical stance in literature teaching
requires students to engage as reflective consumers and producers of knowledge, and
it calls on teachers to enact equitable, justice-oriented practices that center student
perspectives. Critical literature education makes explicit the role of language and
literacy in meaning-making and in reproducing or challenging power. It cultivates
students’ capacities to deconstruct canonical or dominant narratives and to craft
counter-texts in pursuit of social justice, while leveraging adolescents’ everyday
literacies to bridge to academic ones, thereby advancing empowered identities and
social change.

Gallagher maintains that U.S. schools, often unintentionally, accelerate the
erosion of reading. He argues that prevailing instructional routines “kill” reading by
prioritizing test performance over cultivating lifelong readers; privileging curricular
breadth at the expense of depth; assigning challenging texts without adequate
scaffolding while centering strictly academic genres; neglecting the cultivation of
pleasure reading; and allowing political pressures to eclipse authentic pedagogy.
This tendency is likewise observable in the Kazakhstani context. According to
Gallagher (2023: 37), traditional reading practices that focus primarily on factual
comprehension often fail to cultivate deeper interpretative and analytical skills,
which highlights the necessity of active-productive reading approaches.

For each problem or situation that concerns him, Belger reflects as though
speaking from three identities: a German, a Kazakh, and a Russian. Such a multi-
angled worldview distinguishes him from other publicist-writers in Kazakhstan
(Kalieva et al., 2019: 48). Their combined study allows for a comprehensive
exploration of contemporary literature from micro - to macro - narratives, offering
diverse opportunities for active - productive reading - a pedagogical approach
that transforms reading from passive consumption into critical interpretation and
meaning-making.

The literary oeuvre of I.A. Odegov spans a wide range of genres - from short
prose and stories to novels and philosophical novellas. Among his most significant
works are “The City” (2000), “Yesterday Was Last Year” (2001), “The Sound with
Which the Sun Rises” (2003), “Minus Two Equals One” (2006), “Another’s Life”
(2008), “Purusha” (2009), “Shoots” (2010), “Any Love” (2011), “Stump” (2012),
“The Sheep” (2013), and the story cycle “The Aliens” (2013). His prose has been
repeatedly translated into foreign languages and published abroad, underscoring its
international cultural significance.

LLA. Odegov’s work has been recognized with numerous prestigious literary
distinctions. He won the “Contemporary Kazakhstani Novel” competition (2003),
the British Poetry ON award (2003), and the “Theatre in Search of an Author”
competition (2004). His texts twice made the long list of the “Russian Prize”
(2008, 2011), and in 2013 he became its laureate. In addition, Odegov’s stories
were included in the “Catalogue of the Best Works by Young Writers of Russia and
the CIS” (2010-2013), and in 2011 he received a diploma from the International
Voloshin Competition.
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Ilya Andreevich Odegov’s oecuvre exemplifies an accomplished synthesis of
cultural codes, combining philosophical depth, psychological insight, symbolism,
and the search for new identity - qualities that render his prose valuable not only for
literary scholarship but also for contemporary school pedagogy.

Herold Karlovich Belger is a prominent Kazakhstani writer, translator, publicist,
and essayist - the author of 53 books; editor and compiler of 19 volumes; and co-
author of 103 collective collections - who wrote in Kazakh, Russian, and German.
He rendered into Russian the classics of Kazakh literature (including B. Mailin, G.
Musrepov, A. Nurpeisov and others) and authored numerous novels, novellas, and
works of literary criticism that probe the historical trajectory and present condition of
Russia’s Germans and their national literature. A recipient of the Presidential Prize for
Peace and Spiritual Concord (1992), he was fully proficient in Kazakh and worked at
the intersection of three cultural spheres - Kazakh, Russian, and German. According
to Svetlana Viktorovna Ananyeva, Head of the Department of International Relations
and World Literature at the M.O. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art, his trilingual
proficiency immediately attracted the attention of the Turkologist Professor Altai
Amanzholov. It was during this period that Belger’s professional formation as a
literary scholar took place. “Having grown up and completed his schooling in a small
aul, he was able to construct vivid and convincing representations of the country’s
life and culture. To convey to a contemporary reader what an aul is: it is neither a
city nor a village; rather, it is a distinctive state of mind,” notes the literary scholar
Svetlana Viktorovna Ananyeva (Muksulova, 2024).

Materials and Methods. This study employs a comparative literary and
pedagogical research design combining methods of textual analysis, hermeneutics,
and didactic modelling. The approach integrates literary theory (archetypal and
symbolist analysis), narratology, and contemporary reading pedagogy to examine
how modern Kazakhstani prose can be used to develop reading competence
among grade 7 students. As Casado-Ledesma & Tarchi (2024: 412) notes, short-
form narratives are particularly effective for adolescent readers, as they allow for
concentrated thematic engagement and the gradual development of interpretative
strategies. Studies of multiple-text comprehension show that comparing narrative
texts of different genres and scales improves students’ synthesis and grasp of literary
conventions and context; competency-based frameworks further emphasize cognitive
strategies such as prediction, comparison, and evaluation in reading instruction
(OECD, 2019/2023; Duke & Pearson, 2002). The methodological framework builds
on three foundational pillars:

Comparative literary analysis - used to identify thematic, structural, and stylistic
parallels and divergences between the prose of I.A. Odegov and G.K. Belger.

Archetypal and symbolic analysis - applied to explore universal patterns and
motifs in the narratives, such as the “journey,” “threshold,” “memory,” and “home”
(Borisov & Nemtseva, 2023:133 - 138). Pedagogical modelling - employed to design
a classroom reading model that incorporates active-productive reading strategies

based on the works analysed.
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The primary sources for the analysis include:

I. A. Odegov: The Trap (2012), City (2000), Old Fazyl’s Advice (2012), Purusha
(2012).

G.K. Belger: Earthly Elect (Goethe. Abai) (1995), The Wanderer’s House (2007),
Rain with Snow (2005).

Secondary data were drawn from peer-reviewed journal articles, monographs,
and conference proceedings published between 2009 and 2024.

The analytical procedure consisted of four stages:

- textual close reading of selected works to identify recurring motifs, spatial-
temporal structures (chronotopes), and symbolic systems.

-thematic categorisation into key domains: identity and belonging, memory and
history, choice and initiation, cultural dialogue.

- comparative synthesis to highlight similarities and contrasts in narrative
strategies, cultural perspectives, and pedagogical potential.

- didactic modelling to design practical applications for grade 7 literature classes.

Results and discussion. I. A. Odegov’s prose is characterised by brevity,
concentrated symbolism, and psychological depth. His narratives often unfold
around a single existential moment - a decisive choice, a moral dilemma, or a
personal awakening. For example, in The Trap, the protagonist’s physical entrapment
symbolises internal conflict and the tension between freedom and responsibility
(Jundubaeva & Askarbay, 2019). The spatial motif of the “trap” functions as a
metaphor for adolescence itself: a liminal state between childhood and adulthood.
This symbolic dualism (path - trap, movement - stagnation) is easily interpreted by
students and stimulates them to reflect on their own life choices.

Belger’s novel “Tuyuk Su” is a truly accomplished work. The author deftly
juxtaposes the war years with the present. By tracing the fate of a single individual,
the narrative opens a window onto an era and the way of life of many long-suffering
peoples. The novel begins with an epigraph that encapsulates its central idea: “Your
aul lies beyond the hills, beyond the rises...” . This line invokes folk tradition - the
timeless source of wisdom for communities across generations.Central to Belger’s
oeuvre is the theme of Heimat (home), which transcends physical geography and
becomes a metaphor for cultural identity and moral responsibility. Scholarly readings
frame The Wanderer’s House as artistic documentary: autobiographical memory
is interwoven with layers of repression, war, and forced labour, making “home” a
dialogic site built from remembered experience (Salkhanova, 2017: 85 - 86).

Table 1. Comparative Analysis of Thematic, Structural, and Pedagogical Features in the Prose of I.
A. Odegov and G. K. Belger

Aspect I. A. Odegov G. K. Belger

Narrative scope Micro-narratives focused on individual | Macro-narratives linking personal
experience and collective memory

Temporal structure | Condensed, psychological time Expansive, historical time

Key themes Choice, identity, initiation, existential | Memory, diaspora, belonging,
tension historical continuity
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Dominant motifs Trap, road, threshold, silence Home, exile, language, steppe
Pedagogical value | Encourages close reading, symbolic Develops cultural-historical
interpretation awareness, empathy

Archetypes and Symbolism

Both authors utilise archetypes and symbols to convey universal human
experiences, but their deployments differ in scale and function.

LLA. Odegov frequently invokes the “journey” archetype - a metaphor for self
- discovery and transformation. The “trap” in The Trap and the “advice” in Old
Fazyl’s Advice symbolise obstacles and guidance, central to the archetypal pattern
of initiation (Borisov & Nemtseva, 2023, pp. 133 -138). Silence and emptiness are
recurring motifs, representing the inner world of the adolescent protagonist.

Across Belger’s prose, “home” is less a fixed location than a memory-anchored
construct mediating cultural continuity and identity for Soviet Germans; studies
of his poetics show that the key concepts “home-homeland-memory” organize the
writer’s worldview and value system (Kusainova, 2011; Maukeeva, 2015). In The
Wanderer’s House, critics and scholars explicitly frame the novel as a “museum
of deportation” and as artistic documentary interweaving autobiographical
remembrance with layers of repression, war, and forced labour - turning “home”
into a dialogic site of remembrance (Seifert, 2005; Salkhanova, 2017, pp. 85 - 86).
The recurrent road/steppe imagery in Belger’s oeuvre functions as a code for exile
and lifelong wandering - the quest for belonging that binds the individual’s story to
a broader collective chronicle (Ananyeva, 2014; Kusainova, 2013). The symbolic
systems in both authors” works offer rich interpretative possibilities for classroom
discussion. Students can be guided to trace these symbols, link them to archetypal
narratives, and explore their relevance to universal human experiences.

Transculturality and Identity

Both I. A. Odegov and G. K. Belger contribute significantly to the discourse on
transcultural identity in Kazakhstani literature, albeit from different perspectives.
I. A. Odegov’s characters often inhabit “in - between” spaces - culturally hybrid
environments where identity is negotiated rather than fixed. This reflects
contemporary realities of urban Kazakhstani society and resonates with adolescents’
own experiences of identity formation (Temirova & Zhakupova, 2023, p. 49).

Belger’soeuvreis grounded in a distinctly Eurasian worldview and a corresponding
mode of artistic cognition. The singularity of his aesthetic project emerges from
the continual interplay - within both his publicistic and literary consciousness - of
Western and Eastern traditions. A decisive factor shaping his poetics is his authorial
trilingualism, which imparts a persistent tripartite stylistic register across his works,
regardless of the language of composition. This “three-voiced” condition enriches the
cultural horizons of Kazakh, German, and Russian literatures alike. Belger’s Eurasian
habitus enables him to braid Asian and European cultural currents into a specifically
Kazakhstani form of multiculturalism, of which he is both bearer and exemplar. A
central thematic axis of his writing is the question of homeland: his protagonists -
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often deported or exiled ethnic Germans - relentlessly interrogate what “home” is,
where it may be located, and whether it can exist for those marked by displacement.
Autobiographically, Belger situates his own life within Kazakhstan: having arrived
as a child in a Kazakh aul on the Esil (Ishim) River, he came to perceive the northern
steppe - its floodplain groves, birch coppices, feather-grass expanses, snowstorms,
and rains - as constitutive of his being. His biography, creative labor, reflections, and
aspirations are thus inextricably bound to Kazakhstan. (Kusainova, 2009: 121).

Pedagogical Implications

The comparative analysis reveals that .A. Odegov’s micro - narratives and G. K.
Belger’s epic narratives serve complementary pedagogical purposes. [.A. Odegov’s
works are ideal for lessons focused on symbolic reading, textual interpretation,
and psychological analysis, while G.K. Belger’s texts are better suited to exploring
historical context, cultural memory, and ethical reflection.

Together, they provide a balanced literary corpus that supports the goals of active
- productive reading:

- engaging students emotionally and cognitively;

- fostering interpretative and analytical skills;

- promoting intercultural understanding and empathy.

Interpretation of Results

The comparative analysis of I. A. Odegov and G. K. Belger’s prose demonstrates
the diversity of approaches to representing identity, memory, and cultural hybridity
in contemporary Kazakhstani literature. I. A. Odegov’s micro - narratives employ
psychological minimalism and intense symbolism to depict existential conflicts
and processes of self - discovery. These narratives resonate with adolescent
readers, whose developmental stage is characterised by the search for identity and
ethical orientation (Temirova & Zhakupova, 2023: 52). G. K. Belger, by contrast,
uses expansive narrative structures to explore collective memory and historical
consciousness.

The integration of transcultural literature not only enhances students’ reading
competence but also promotes empathy, tolerance, and global citizenship - skills
considered essential for 21st-century learners. According to Gallagher (2023: 56),
literature classes must transition from passive text consumption to interactive
interpretation if they are to remain relevant in contemporary education systems.
Studies of multiple-text comprehension show that comparing narrative texts of
different genres and scales improves students’ synthesis and grasp of literary
conventions and context in secondary school (Casado-Ledesma & Tarchi, 2024).
This duality is pedagogically significant: I.A. Odegov’s texts invite close reading
and symbolic interpretation, while G.K. Belger’s narratives provide opportunities for
contextual analysis, comparative reasoning, and cultural reflection. Together, they
address both micro- and macro-level dimensions of reading competence, aligning
with modern educational goals that prioritise critical thinking, cultural literacy, and
interpretative skills.

Implications for Literary Education
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Among young Russophone authors from Kazakhstan, decolonizing practices
surface through critical self-reflection and the transmutation of biographical
experience into literature. This perspective - shaped by identity formation and
attentiveness to the present - produces textual representations of Kazakhstani
realities. Consequently, Russophonia is reinvigorated and the Russian language’s
role as an arena for intercultural communication is reinforced (Melnikov, 2021: 105).

Incorporating these texts into the curriculum fosters a more dynamic and relevant
approach to literature teaching. Traditional reading models often prioritise canonical
texts and reproductive comprehension tasks - retelling, factual recall, and basic
textual analysis. However, such methods are insufficient for developing higher-order
literacy skills. Active - productive reading strategies, by contrast, engage students in
processes of interpretation, questioning, prediction, and recontextualisation, thereby
transforming reading into an active cognitive and cultural practice.

Moreover, the transcultural nature of both authors’ works allows for the integration
of intercultural education into literature classes. Students not only interpret texts but
also explore questions of cultural identity, language, and belonging - issues that are
central to contemporary multicultural societies, including Kazakhstan.

Teaching Model: Active-Productive Reading in Grade 7

Active-productive reading strategies have been shown to significantly improve
students’ retention of symbolic meaning and their ability to construct personal
interpretations of complex texts.

As Gallagher (2023: 63) argues, combining close reading with reflective writing
tasks leads to higher levels of engagement and interpretative accuracy among
adolescent readers.

Studies confirm that integrating transcultural texts in classroom activities fosters
cross-cultural dialogue and encourages students to connect literary motifs with their
own lived experiences.

The following teaching model illustrates how I.A. Odegov’s and G.K. Belger’s
prose can be effectively used in the classroom to develop students’ analytical and
interpretative skills.

Lesson Title: “Choice and Memory: Two Faces of the Human Experience”

Target Group: Grade 7 students (Russian - language schools)

Duration: 45 - 50 minutes

Texts: ILA. Odegov, The Trap; G.K. Belger, The Wanderer’s House

Learning Objectives:

Develop students’ ability to interpret symbols, archetypes, and cultural motifs in
literary texts.

Foster comparative analysis skills by juxtaposing two different narrative modes.

Encourage critical thinking and self-reflection through active reading strategies.
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Table 2. Lesson Structure for Active-Productive Reading Based on the Works of I. A. Odegov and
G. K. Belger (Grade 7)

Stage Time | Activity Description

1. Pre- 10 Activation of Students brainstorm what “trap” and “home” mean in their

reading min | prior knowledge | lives. Teacher introduces context of authors and texts.

2. Guided 15 Annotated Students read excerpts individually, highlighting symbols

reading min | reading (e.g., “trap”, “door”, “steppe”) and marking questions in
the margins.

3. Predictive | 5 Pause-and- After the first section, students predict what choice the

analysis min | predict protagonist will make and justify their answers.

4. 10 Group work Students work in groups to compare the two texts: What

Comparative | min is the nature of the “trap” in Odegov? What does “home”

discussion mean in Belger? How do these ideas relate to their own
experiences?

5. Reflective | 5 Personal Students write a short paragraph: “A moment when I

synthesis min | response faced a ‘trap’ or searched for a ‘home’.”

Pedagogical Strategies

Symbol mapping: Students visually map recurring symbols and connect them to
archetypal patterns.

Socratic questioning: Teacher prompts deeper reflection with questions such as
“Is the trap external or internal?” or “Can a home exist without memory?”

Comparative analysis charts: Students build Venn diagrams or matrices to
visualise thematic overlaps and divergences.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

- students will demonstrate the ability to identify and interpret symbols and
archetypes.

- students will conduct comparative analyses of texts from different genres and
narrative structures.

- students will articulate personal reflections and relate literary themes to real-life
experiences.

This model aligns with the objectives of the updated Kazakhstani curriculum for
literature, which emphasises competence - based education, critical thinking, and the
development of interpretative and communicative skills (MoE RK, 2022, Annex 40,
ch. 3, § 35).

Conclusion. The integration of I. A. Odegov’s and G.K. Belger’s prose into
grade 7 literature classes through active - productive reading technologies represents
a significant step towards modernising literary education in Kazakhstan. The
comparative analysis reveals that the authors’ contrasting narrative modes - the micro
- level existentialism of I.A. Odegov and the macro - level historical consciousness
of G. K. Belger - offer complementary pedagogical resources.

By engaging students with archetypes, symbols, and transcultural contexts,
these texts encourage deeper levels of comprehension and critical thinking. The
proposed teaching model illustrates practical ways to implement these principles,
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demonstrating their potential to foster reader competence, cultural literacy, and
analytical skills in adolescent learners.

Future research could extend this work by exploring the integration of digital
reading platforms, multimodal interpretations, and cross - disciplinary approaches
that combine literature with history, ethics, and cultural studies.
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