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Abstract. In the system of contemporary historical education, the development
of students’ skills in working with historical sources is of particular importance in
the context of improving scientific and pedagogical training. Mastery of methods
of source analysis and interpretation is considered one of the key professional
competencies of future history teachers. Working with written sources significantly
contributes to the development of research skills, historical and critical thinking,
as well as the enhancement of students’ scientific, cognitive, and creative
potential. In this regard, the scientific analysis of historical sources requires
specialized training, mastery of theoretical and methodological approaches, and
practical skills in source-based research. The study is relevant due to the need to
develop historical thinking among future history teachers and to improve their
skills in working with historical sources. Despite the considerable educational
and scholarly potential of epistolary sources, their educational and research value
has not been comprehensively examined in the academic literature. In recent
years, the insufficient level of skills in working with historical sources among
high school graduates has posed challenges for the professional training of future
history teachers. Insufficient mastery of source analysis methods complicates the
organization of educational and research activities, as well as the application of
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scientific methods of inquiry. Therefore, the need to develop students’ skills in
working with historical sources at the school level is particularly relevant. The
aim of the study is to examine the role of epistolary sources in the development
of historical thinking and to assess their educational potential through the analysis
of student survey results. The article examines epistolary sources as a means of
developing historical thinking among students while studying Kazakhstan Modern
History in higher education institutions. In the process of studying this issue, a
survey was conducted among 2nd-4th year students of undergraduate history
programs, and their results were analyzed in depth. The findings of the study
contribute to the development of historical thinking among future history teachers
and to the improvement of methods for working with historical sources through
the effective integration of epistolary sources into the educational process.
Keywords: history, education, student, survey, epistolary sources
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Annorauusi. Kazipri Tapuxu Oimim Oepy skyiecinme OuTiM amylibUIapIbIH
OOlbIHAAa TapUXU JIEPEKTEPMEH MKYMBIC iCTEY JAaFIbUIapbIH JaMBITY FHUIBIMU-
MEaroTUKAJBIK Jasipiaybl JKETUIIIPY KOHTEKCTIHJIE epEeKIIe MaHbI3Fa He.
Jepekrepi Tanaay ®oHe HHTEPIIPETAIMsIIay 9/1iCTepiH MEHIepy OoJalak Tapux
MYFaliMJepiHiH eIy I KOCIOM KY3ipeTTUTIKTepiHiHO1pi peTiHAe KapacThIPbIIa b
XKazbama nepekrepMeH KYMBIC OiTiM amymbUIapAblH 3€pTTEy MAaIIbIKTapbIH,
TapHUXH )KOHE ChIHU OMJIaybIH, COH/Iali-aK HMIBIFapPMAIIbUIBIK QJICYESTIH KEeTUIAIpyiHe
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eneyni Typae bIkman etefai. Ocbl opaiiia Tapuxu JIepeKTep/i FEUIBIMHA TYPFBIIaH
Taljay YIIiH apHaibl JaWbIHABIK, JCPEKHAMAJBIK 3EPTTCYHIH MPAKTHKAIBIK
JNaFrapulapbl MEH  TEOPHSUIBIK-METOMONOTHSUIBIK TOCUIACpIiH Urepy KaxKer.
3epTTey/iH 03eKTiIIr OoNamak Tapux MyFaliMIepiHiH TapuXyu OWIaybIH JAMBITY
JKOHE TapUXH JEPEKTEPMEH KYMBIC iCTEY MaFabIIaphIH KETUINIPY KaKETTUTITIMEH
afiKpIHIamaabl. DMHCTONSAPIBIK JAePEKTEPIiH O1T1iM Oepy JKoHE FHUIBIMH SJIeyeTi
JKOFapbl OOJIFaHBIMEH, OJAPABIH MYMKIHIIKTEPi FHUIBIMU OcOUETTE JKaH-)KAKTHI
ampMarad. COHFBI KBUIIAPBl MEKTEN TYJIEKTEPiHJe TapuXu JepeKTepMeH
JKYMBIC JKYPIi3ydiH JarabUiapbl 63 JEHIeHIHIe KaJbIITaCKaHIbIFbl OalKaiasbl,
Oy Oorarmak Tapux MYFaIIMIEPIH KociOM maspiiayma OipKarap KUBIHIBIKTAPIIbI
TyeIHAATAIbl. Jlepexrepai Tanmay oaicTepiHiH KETKUTIKCI3 UTEepiTyl OKy-3epTTEy
KBI3METIH YHBIMIACTBIPYIbI XKOHE TAHBIMHBIH FBUIBIMH OJICTEPIH KOJIaHYIbI
Kypaenenaipeni. OceiFan OaiyIaHBICTBI TAPUXHU ACPEKTEPMEH JKYMBIC JKYPTi3yaiH
JaFrabuUIapblH  MEKTENl Ke3iHEH KaJbINTAaCThIPYIBIH ©3eKTUIr apTra Tyceni.
3epTTeyniH MaKcaTbl — TApUXH OWJIayAbl JaMBITY/Ia STHCTOJSIPIBIK AEPEKTEPAiH
MYMKIHIIKTEpiH 3epJeey *KoHe CTyACHTTEP/IiH cayaJHaMacChlH Tajaay apKblIbl
onmapaelH OlmiM Oepy omeyeTiH Oaramay. Makanaga >KOoFapbl OKYy OpHBIHIA
KazakcraHHBIH jkKaHAa 3aMaH TapUXbIH OKBITY TIPOIECIHAEC AIUCTONSPIBIK
JepeKTepal OUTIM anylIbUIapAblH TAapUXH OWIAYBIH JAMBITYIBIH  KYpajbl
peTiHie KapacThIpbliaabl. byn MoceneHi 3epTrey MmpoleciH/e OakalaBpHUaTThIH
Tapux OiniM Oepy Oarmapiamaniapbl OoWbiHIIA 2-4 KypcTapia OKUTBIH OLITIM
aTyIIbUIapAaH albIHFAH cayaJlHaMa HOTIDKeNIepiHe THUSHAKTHI Tajaay >Kacallfbl.
3epTTey HoTIKeNnepi Oonamak Tapux MyFaliMIEPiHIH TapUXU OWJIAyBIH JAMBITY
XKoHe OLTiM Oepy MPOIECiHE SMUCTOISIPIBIK ASPEKTEP i THIM/II KOJIJaHY apKbLIbI
TapuXx¥ JIEPEKTEPMEH JKYMBIC Kacay SAICTEpiH KETiIAIpy MoceleNepiH Henryre
BIKITAJ CTE/I.

Tyiiin ce3mep: Ttapux, OiumiM, OLTIM amymisl, cayaiqHama, SHHCTOISPIBIK
JepeKTep
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AnHHOTanus. B cuctemMe COBpeMEHHOTO HCTOPUYECKOTO 00pa30BaHMUsI PA3BUTHE
HAaBBIKOBPA0OTHICUCTOPUYECCKUMU HCTOYHUKAMHUIIPHOOPETAETOCOOY 0 3HAYMMOCTh
B KOHTEKCTE COBEPIIICHCTBOBAHUS HAYYHO-IIEarOTHYeCKON TIOATOTOBKU OYTyIIIIX
crienManucToB. Brnamenue meTogamMu aHalu3a M HMHTEPHPETAllUHd HCTOUYHUKOB
paccMaTpuBaeTCs KaK OJIHA W3 KJIFOUEBBIX MPO(ECCHOHATBHBIX KOMICTCHIIHIMA
Oyayuux yuutenei ucropuu. Pabora c muChbMEHHBIMU HCTOYHIUKAMU CITIOCOOCTBYET
Pa3BUTHIO HCCIEAOBATEIBCKUX YMEHHUH, MCTOPUUYECKOTO U KPUTHUUYECKOTO
MBIIICHUS, a TAakKXKe MOBBIIMICHUIO HAYyYHO-TIO3HABATEIHHOTO M TBOPYECKOTO
MOTEHIIMANa OOyYaroIIUXcs. AKTYaJIbHOCTh HUCCIICJOBaHHUS  OOYCIIOBJICHA
HEOOXOUMOCTBIO COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUS HCTOPHYECKOTO MBIIUICHUS OyTyIIuX
YUUTEIICH UCTOPHH U Pa3BUTHUS HABBIKOB PA0OThI C UCTOPUUESCKUMH UCTOYHUKAMH.
HecMoTpst Ha BhICOKUIT 00pa30BaTEIbHBIN U HAyYHBIH MOTSHITHAI SMTUCTOISIPHBIX
HCTOYHHUKOB, HUX BO3MOXKHOCTH JO HACTOSIIET0O BPEMEHH HEIOCTAaTOYHO
OCBEIIEHBI B HAyYHOU nuTeparype. Kpome Toro, B mocnenHue roabl OTMEYAETCA
HEJ0CTAaTOYHBIN ypOBEHb C(HOPMHUPOBAHHOCTU y BBIMYCKHHUKOB IIKOJ HAaBBIKOB
aHaJIu3a UCTOPUYECKUX HCTOYHUKOB, YTO CO3AACT OMpPEACIEHHBIC TPYIAHOCTU
B TPOQECCUOHALHOW TOATOTOBKE Oyaymmux mnemaroroB. Llenb uccrnemoBanus
3aKJIIOYACTCSI B  BBISIBJICHUM BO3MOXHOCTEH AMUCTONAPHBIX HCTOYHHUKOB
B Pa3BUTUU HCTOPUYECKOTO MBIIUICHUS W OIECHKE WX 00pa3oBaTeiIbHOIO
MOTEHI[MAJa Ha OCHOBE aHalu3a pE3yJAbTaTOB AaHKETUPOBAHUS CTYICHTOB.
B crarbe »nHUCTONSIpHBIE WUCTOYHUKH PAcCMaTPHUBAIOTCS Kak 3(p(EeKTUBHOE
CPEICTBO Pa3BUTHUSI MCTOPUUYECKOTO MBINUICHHUS OOYYAIOUIUXCS TPU H3yUECHUU
uctopun Kaszaxcrana B BbICIIEM y4eOHOM 3aBeJcHHH. B Xone uccliepoBaHuUs
OBUIO TIPOBEJCHO aAHKETUPOBAHUE CTYACHTOB 2—4 KYpCOB HMCTOPUYCCKUX
o0Opa3oBarebHBIX NPOrpaMM OakajaBpuaTa W BBITIOJHEH aHAJIMU3 TOJYYEHHBIX
pe3ynbraTtoB. Pe3ynbrarhl HcCIeIOBaHUS CBUACTEIBCTBYIOT O 3HAUUTEIBHOM
0o0pa30BaTeIbHOM TOTCHIMANIC SMHUCTONSPHBIX HCTOYHHKOB M IOJITBEPIKIAIOT
uX 3(QPEKTUBHOCTh B Pa3BUTHH HCTOPUYCCKOTO MBINUICHHS OYIYIIUX YUUTEIICH
HCTOPUH, & TAKKE€ B COBEPIICHCTBOBAHHHM METOJOB Pa0OThI C MCTOPUYCCKUMU
HMCTOYHHKAMH B 00pa30BaTEeIbHOM IMPOIIEeCCe.

KuaioueBble c¢JjioBa: HCTOPUUECKOE MBIIUICHHUE, SMUCTONSPHBIC HCTOYHHKH,
HUCTOpUYECKOE oOpa3oBaHue, Oyayliue YYUTeIs WUCTOPHH, OOydJaroluecs,
aHkeTupoBaHue, uctopus Kazaxcrana

Introduction. In the training of history teachers, the methodology plays a
crucial role in practically applying the theoretical knowledge acquired during
studies. Every issue addressed in the methodology of teaching history is relevant
and important. Among them, mastering the ability to work with historical sources
is particularly significant in the professional development of future historians, as
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sources are the foundation of historical knowledge. The only method for studying
the past is the investigation of the facts reflected in historical sources (Antonceva,
2018). Historical documents are important because they help spark student’s
interest in history, clarify complex material, bring past events and historical figures
to life, and provide a deeper sense of the spirit of the era (Poletacva, 2012). For
this reason, particular attention should be paid to working with historical sources
in the training of future history teachers at universities. The study of historical
sources is a demanding process that requires solid theoretical knowledge, active
involvement, and a good command of research methods.

Literature Review. A historian finds necessary information and forms his/
her own conclusions by using and analyzing various historical sources while
conducting scientific research. The ways of working with historical sources should
be taught at school, but in recent years, it has become evident that graduates
lack proficiency in handling historical sources effectively. As a result, university
students often struggle with analyzing historical documents. Therefore, instead of
making the study of historical records more complex, educators face the challenge
of helping future historians develop and master these essential skills.

The utilization of primary sources provides students with the prospect of
investigating historical events from a variety of perspectives, in a more authentic
manner, and allows them to construct meaning from events that took place in the
past (Cowgill, 2017).

Epistolary sources of the ruling elite constitute valuable historical materials
that reflect political views, diplomatic relations, and the specific features of state
governance in a particular historical period. Researchers emphasize that their use
contributes to the development of students' historical analysis skills and critical
thinking. At the same time, the pedagogical potential of these sources remains
insufficiently studied, which determines the relevance of the present research.

The course Modern History of Kazakhstan is especially important in preparing
undergraduate students in the field of History. Modern history refers to the period
of world history that follows the Middle Ages and continues up to contemporary
times. In Kazakhstan, this era spans roughly from the 18th to the early 20th
centuries. During this period, the unified. Kazakh Khanate fell apart, leading to
the emergence of separate khanates. In the first quarter of the 18th century, the
political situation in Kazakhstan — both internally and with neighboring powers
— grew increasingly complex and tense, eventually resulting in the incorporation
of Kazakh territorries into the Russian Empire. The history of Kazakhstan during
the 18th-early 20th centuries was marked by several significant developments: the
country’s integration into the broader currents of modern world history; social
tensions within Kazakh society; complicated relations with neighboring states;
many Kazakh rulers accepting the authority of the Russian Empire. At the same
time, the history of Kazakhstan in the modern era is full of the persistent struggle
of the Kazakh nation to restore statehood, independence and sovereignty. In the
comprehensive study of various issues of the history of Kazakhstan in the modern
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era, it is necessary to conduct comprehensive work with sources and further
improve it. In this regard, the letters of Kazakh rulers included in the two-volume
collection of documents «Epistolary heritage of the Kazakh ruling elite 1675-1821
yearsy, published in 2014, constitute an important group of sources related to the
modern history of Kazakhstan (Erofeeva, 2014). The compiler and editor-in-chief
of this book is the well-known scientist, historian Irina Viktorovna Erofeyeva. She
introduced the letters of the Kazakh khans and sultans into scientific circulation,
and contributed to the deepening of our understanding of the history of that era
and verification of many historical facts. The letters of the Kazakh khans and
sultans included in the collection can be used effectively when considering topics
related to the modern history of Kazakhstan. The use of the documents included
in the two-volume collection in the educational process has a special impact on
the development of historical and critical thinking of students, deepening their
theoretical knowledge, and developing scientific and research experience.

Materials and methods. To explore the scientific and pedagogical of using
historical written sources — specifically, the epistolary heritage of the Kazakh
ruling elite from the 17th to 19th centuries — in teaching modern Kazakh history,
an empirical study was conducted using a survey method. Empirical methods
play a crucial role in educational research, as they help capture the practical
knowledge of participants in the learning process and provide an accurate record
of pedagogical facts and phenomena for further theoretical analysis. These
methods support the development of scientific theories by enabling data collection,
classification, and documentation. The main empirical methods in educational
research include pedagogical observation, surveys, educational experiments, and
document analysis (content analysis) (Garras, 2012). Survey questions are divided
into three types: open-ended, which require the respondent to provide their own
answer; semi-closed, which allow the respondent to choose from the given answer
options or provide their own response; and closed, which allows the respondent to
select only from the predefined answer options (Gordeeva, 2019).

To determine the pedagogical and methodological possibilities of using
the epistolary heritage of the Kazakh ruling elite of the 17th—19th centuries in
teaching modern Kazakh history, a survey was conducted among students of the
South Kazakhstan Pedagogical University named after Ozbekali Zhanibekov.
A total of 118 students of 2nd-4th courses studying 6B01601 History Teacher
Training, 6B01602 History and Religious Studies Teacher Training, and 6B01511
Geography and History Teacher Training programs participated in the survey.

Results. The survey given to students primarily consisted of open-ended
questions, allowing respondents to express their own answers and opinions freely.
The questionnaire included 16 questions and was conducted via Google Forms,
a link to which was sent through WhatsApp. Participants were asked to answer
the following questions: 1) What year of study are you in? 2) What do you know
about historian Irina Viktorovna Erofeyeva? 3) Which works of historian L.V.
Erofeyeva are you familiar with? 4) What do you know about the two-volume
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collection of historical documents «The Epistolary Heritage of the Kazakh Ruling
Elite from 1675 to 1821»? 5) How would you define an epistolary sources? 6) Did
you use epistolary sources in your history lessons at school? 7) Have you used
epistolary sources at university? 8) What types of written historical sources were
used in your history lessons at school? Please provide examples. 9) What types
of written sources do you use most often in your university studies? 10) Why is it
important to use historical sources in the learning process? 11) How does the use
and study of written historical sources contribute to the development of students’
competencies? 12) How is the criticism of historical sources conducted? What
does it include? 13) What difficulties do you face when working with historical
sources in class? 14) Do you enjoy working with historical sources and conducting
scientific analysis both during and outside of class? 15) What written language
was used in the letters of Kazakh khans and sultans at the end of the 17th century
and the beginning of the 19th century? 16) What is the historical value of the
letters of Kazakh khans and sultans for historians?

Discussion. The survey results collected from students are presented below in
the form of diagrams, accompanied by brief explanations and analyses.

The response to the first survey question, «What year of study are you in?», is
illustrated in the diagram below (Figure 1). As shown in the diagram, 60 second-
year students (51%), 24 third-year students (20%) and 34 fourth-year (29%)
students participated in this survey.

‘What year of study are you in?

34;29% = 2nd year
60; 51% m 3rd year

24: 20% H 4th year

Figure 1 — Information on the year of study of survey participants.

The second question in the survey asked respondents, « What do you know
about historian Irina Viktorovna Erofeyeva?» The responses revealed that 79
(66,95%) participants were not familiar with this scholar at all. Meanwhile, 10
(8,47%) respondents identified her as a candidate of historical sciences, and 21
(17,80%) participants recognized her as a well-known Kazakhstani historian
and researcher. Additionally, 4 (3,39%) students mentioned that she had studied
Kazakh khans and warriors, while 2 (1,69%) respondents believed she specialized
in pre-revolutionary Kazakh history. One (0,85%) participant specifically noted
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that she conducted research on Abilkhair Khan, and another (0,85%) mentioned
only seeing her name on internet sources (see Figure 2). Based on these responses,
it becomes clear that the vast majority of future historians are either unaware
of or have very limited knowledge about 1.V. Erofeyeva, despite her significant
contributions to fundamental historical research on the late medieval and early
modern periods. This suggests that many students primarily rely on textbooks
and widely accessible internet sources, rather than engaging with scholarly
monographs, academic articles, and in-depth historical research.

‘What do you know about historian Irina Viktorovna Erofeeva

Seen in the internet sources I

A historian who conducted research about Abilkhair

Khan
She is specialized in pre-revolutionary Kazakh
history
She had studied Kazakh khans and warriors
A candidate of historical sciences

A well-known Kazakhstani historian and researcher

I don’tknow anything

1

02

|1

. 10
I 21

I 79

o] 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Figure 2 — Awareness of students about historian I.V. Erofeyeva.

For the third question in the survey, « Which works of historian I.V. Erofeyeva
are you familiar with?», 106 respondents (88,24%) stated that they were not
familiar with any of her works, 5 (4,90%) respondents indicated a work dedicated
to Abulkhair Khan. Meanwhile, 7 respondents (6,86%) mentioned that she had
studied the epistolary heritage of the Kazakh ruling elite (Figure 3).

‘Which works of historian I.V. Erofeeva are you familiar with?

Indicated a work dedicated to Abulkhair Khan

She had studied the epistolary heritage of the H
Kazakh ruling elite

I 106

T am not familiar with her works

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Figure 3 — Awareness of students about the works of historian 1.V. Erofeyeva

The fourth question in the survey asked: «What do you know about the two-
volume collection of historical documents «The Epistolary Heritage of the Kazakh
Ruling Elite from 1675 to 1821?» 103 respondents (87%) stated that they were
not familiar with it, while 15 respondents (13%) identified it as a work by L. V.
Erofeyeva, which includes letters from the Kazakh ruling elite (see Figure 4).
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‘What do you know about the two-volume collection of historical documents
“The Epistolary Heritage of the Kazakh Ruling Elite from 1675 to 18217"

A work by I.V. Yerofeeva, which includes o=
letters from the Kazakh ruling elite ,_l

I don’tknow anything 103 |
0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Figure 4 — Awareness of students about the two-volume collection of historical documents
«Epistolary Heritage of the Kazakh Ruling Elite (1675-1821)».

The fifth question in the survey asked: «How would you define an epistolary
sources?» The responses were as follows: 51 students answered, «I don’t know
anything about it»; 39 students responded, «It is a work written as a letter», 28
students stated, «They are a historical documents or letters. Overall, the responses
show that 43% of students are unfamiliar with the concept of epistolary sources,
while 57% have some level of understanding (Figure 5).

‘What is your concept of epistolary sources?

Historcal documents orleters  [ZSHN
A ek writien asa teter - |GG
peTe——

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Figure 5 — Awareness of students about the epistolary sources.

The sixth question in the survey asked: «Did you use epistolary sources in your
history lessons at school?» The responses were as follows: 72 students answered,
«No, we did not use themy», 34 students responded, «Yes, we used themy», 12
students said, « We used them very rarely» (Figure 6).

Did you use epistolary sources in your history lessons atschool?

We used them very rarely N 12
Yes, we used them N 34
No, we did not use them I 72
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Figure 6 — Use of epistolary sources by school students in history lessons.
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The seventh question in the survey asked: «Have you used epistolary sources
at university?» The responses were as follows: 64 respondents (54%) answered,
«Yes, we used them» 54 respondents (46%) responded, «No, we did not use them»
(Figure 7).

Have you used epistolary sources at university?

= Yes, we used them = No, we didn’t use them

Figure 7 — Students’ use of epistolary sources in the educational process at universities.

The eighth question in the survey asked: What types of written historical
sources were used in your history lessons at school? Please provide examples?»
71 respondents stated, «We did not use any written sources». 47 respondents
answered, «Yes, we used them» and provided examples such as newspapers,
letters, orders, and decrees.

The ninth question in the survey asked: «What types of written sources do
you use most often in your university studies?» The responses included: archival
documents, letters, normative acts, laws, periodical press materials, genealogies,
chronicles. From these responses, it is evident that the range of historical sources
used in university studies has become broader.

The tenth question in the survey asked: «Why is it important to use historical
sources in the learning process?» 12 students responded, «I don’t know»; 35
students gave a general response, stating that «using documents in the learning
process is very importanty, 71 students provided more detailed perspectives. Among
the notable responses were: analyzing information from documents, comparing,
identifying key features, and drawing conclusions; helping students express their
thoughts freely and develop independent research skills; fostering critical thinking
and analytical abilities; aiding in the systematic processing of information;
deepening historical knowledge and enabling a more accurate understanding of
events; allowing for comprehensive historical research; encouraging curiosity and
interest in history; improving research accuracy by providing concrete evidence;
increasing confidence in historical facts by offering verifiable information; helping
students form well-supported arguments, substantiate claims, and verify historical
accuracy.

The eleventh question in the survey asked: «How does the use and study
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of written historical sources contribute to the development of students’
competencies?» Students provided the following responses: it enhances historical
thinking, strengthens critical thinking skills, fosters the ability to draw conclusions,
develops research skills, prepares students to work with archival materials, and
promotes scientific inquiry.

The twelfth question in the survey asked: «How is the criticism of historical
sources conducted? What does it include?» A total of 71 students openly admitted
that they were «unfamiliar» with the process, meaning 60% did not know how
historical source criticism works. The remaining 47 students provided various
responses, which can be summarized as follows: when working with historical
sources, it is essential to approach them critically, as they may be influenced or
distorted by political factors, making it crucial to consider these aspects carefully;
source criticism involves verifying the reliability and accuracy of documents,
examining facts and events, and interpreting historical information; comparison of
various sources, determination of authenticity and analysis of the historical context
documents, coverage of socio-historical and political events; evaluating historical
sources involves assessing their reliability, examining the context in which
they were created, identifying inconsistencies, and comparing them with other
sources. This approach enables historians to form a more balanced and objective
understanding of the past; critical analysis of historical sources is a fundamental
part of historical research, as it allows scholars to assess information carefully
and develop well-grounded arguments. Such work requires close attention, critical
thinking, and a solid knowledge of historical methods and principles. Source
criticism, in turn, refers to the systematic evaluation and verification of historical
documents and materials.

The thirteenth question in the survey asked: «What difficulties do you face
when working with historical sources in class?» A total of 43 students responded
that they do not experience any difficulties when working with historical sources.
However, 75 students mentioned various challenges, which can be summarized as
follows: finding sources in digital format can be difficult; there is a limited number
of historical sources available in the Kazakh language online; some historical texts
contain outdated language, making them hard to understand; working with foreign
sources, particularly in Russian, requires translation, which can be challenging;
finding sources on certain topics can be difficult; comparing information and
verifying facts, reading old scripts can be difficult. However, many believe that if
they develop a genuine interest and curiosity in the subject, these challenges can
be overcome.

The fourteenth question in the survey asked: «Do you enjoy working with
historical sources and conducting scientific analysis both during and outside of
class?» 8 students answered «I don't know», 11 students chose «I don’t like it»,
while the majority - 99 students - wrote «I like it» (Figure 8). This means that
85% of students enjoy working with historical sources. Most students indicated
that they prefer working with historical sources during class. This suggests that
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they find it more effective to analyze sources in a group or with the guidance of an
instructor. It also implies that independent work with historical documents is less
common among students.

Do you enjoy working with historical sources and conducting
scientific analysis both during and outside of class?

200
99
100
: d L
0
I don't know I don’tlike it I like it

Figure 8 — Students’ engagement with historical sources and academic analysis during and outside
of class.

The fifteenth question in the student survey stated: « What written language was
used in the letters of Kazakh khans and sultans at the end of the 17th century and
the beginning of the 19th century? 21 students admitted that they «did not know».
44 students believed the language used was Chagatai, 42 students answered
Arabic, 3 students said Persian, 3 students chose Turkish, 5 students mentioned
Russian and Kazakh.

The final question in the survey asked: «What is the historical value of the
letters of Kazakh khans and sultans for historians?» While 13 students admitted
they did not know, the remaining 105 students provided a variety of responses.
These can be summarized as follows: the letters of Kazakh khans and sultans
hold great value in understanding international relations, as they played a crucial
role in establishing, regulating, and developing diplomatic ties with neighboring
countries; They offer insight into the rulers' perspectives, helping historians grasp
the mindset of the time; These letters are considered highly valuable as they inform
about the prevailing situation on the time; Through these letters, historians can
analyze the language and communication style of historical figures, understand
their emotions and personal viewpoints, and gain a deeper understanding of their
personalities; They also serve as a key source for studying diplomacy, offering
additional information for researchers exploring the lives of Kazakh rulers. These
documents also play a crucial role in reconstructing the past and understanding
the cultural and societal dynamics of Central Asia. They provide deep insight into
the key policies, personal positions, and perspectives of historical figures, helping
historians grasp the full context of that time; The historical value of the letters
from Kazakh khans and sultans is immense, as they offer valuable information
about the political, social, and cultural processes of their era; These letters narrate
real historical events, shedding light on previously unknown moments in history; -
For historians, these letters are irreplaceable primary sources, providing essential

101 () O &




SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL OF PEDAGOGY AND ECONOMICS 3.2026

details about the political, social, cultural, and diplomatic life of that period. Through
these letters, historians can explore several key aspects of history, particularly
in the areas of diplomatic and political relations; - The letters of Kazakh khans
and sultans often contain valuable information about international relations and
diplomatic agreements. For instance, correspondence between Kazakh khans and
the Russian Empire, China, and Central Asian khanates reveals the geopolitical
landscape of that time; - These letters provide insights into negotiations, alliances,
and strategic decisions, helping historians understand the foreign policies and
interstate relations of the era; - Documents such as Abylai Khan’s letters to Russia
or the Kazakh khans’ correspondence with the Dzungar Khanate shed light on
their diplomatic strategies and political objectives, offering a clearer picture of the
challenges and priorities they faced in shaping their external policies.

Conclusion. For historians, every historical document holds immense scientific
and cognitive value, as it provides a gateway to uncovering the truths of the past.
Therefore, the ability to analyze and interpret historical sources is essential in
shaping future historians, making it crucial to teach students how to work with
and critically evaluate these records. The findings of this study indicate that
while historical documents are utilized in teaching history both in schools and
universities, their use remains somewhat limited.

Students find working with historical sources both interesting and essential,
but they openly acknowledge facing challenges when analyzing these documents.
The main difficulties they encounter include: a lack of structured approaches
to working with historical sources, reliance primarily on textbooks and online
materials in lessons, a shortage of practical guides and anthologies, and the absence
of methodological resources in Kazakh for analyzing historical sources. Many
students struggle with properly mastering source analysis techniques due to limited
hands-on practice. In most cases, their engagement with historical documents in
class is limited to providing brief explanations. The survey results highlight the
need for school teachers and university faculty to take a more structured approach
in integrating historical source analysis into the curriculum, ensuring that students
develop the necessary skills to work with primary historical materials effectively.

The survey responses clearly indicate that students primarily rely on easily
accessible textbooks and widely available websites when studying history and
preparing for lessons. This suggests a limited engagement with more in-depth
academic resources. Many students are unfamiliar with the foundational works of
renowned historians, do notread scholarly articles, research studies, or monographs,
and rarely use primary historical sources that have been introduced into academic
discourse. As a result, they struggle with conducting proper historical analysis.
This gap in academic exposure and research engagement can negatively impact
the quality of historical education and the quality of future professionals in the
field. Therefore, it is important to address these shortcomings by incorporating
more scholarly research into the learning process, encouraging critical analysis,
and enhancing methodological approaches to working with historical sources.
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