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Abstract. Foreign language education in Kazakhstan is an integral component of
national professional education and plays a strategic role in developing the country’s
linguistic capital, as defined in state policy documents. The relevance of this research
lies in the growing importance of multilingualism and intercultural competence in the
context of globalization and educational modernization. The purpose of the research
is to identify the historical foundations and main stages in the formation and evolution
of foreign language education in Kazakhstan, revealing the key social, political, and
pedagogical factors that have shaped its development. The methodological basis
includes theoretical and comparative analysis of legislative, normative, historical
and pedagogical sources reflecting different periods of the national educational
development. The results of the study reveal that the system of foreign language
education was formed gradually, undergoing transformations in accordance with
educational reforms and sociocultural changes. Each historical stage introduced new
approaches to teaching, curriculum design, and the role of foreign languages in the
professional training of specialists. A significant milestone was the transition from
knowledge-oriented to competence-based learning, which emphasized practical
language skills and communicative competence. The practical significance of the
research lies in the possibility of applying its findings to enhance foreign language
teaching practices, in designing updated curricula and strengthening the continuity
between historical experience and modern educational trends in Kazakhstan.

Keywords: foreign language professional education, periods of development,
history of kazakhstani system of teaching foreign languages

45 |@ ofe,




SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL OF PEDAGOGY AND ECONOMICS

© A. buxkkeHoBa, A. bekdaeBa*, 2025.
JILH. T'ymunes ateianarsl Eypasus YATTHIK yHHBEpCUTeTI, AcTana, Ka3akcraH.
E-mail: almira_bekbayeva@mail.ru

KA3BAKCTAHIATBI LIETEJ TUIAEPIH OKBITY/IbIH TAPUXU
AJIFBIIHAPTTAPBI MEH KAJIBITITACY KESEHIEPI

A. BukkeHoBa — (GHIONIOrHS FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPbI, Tpodeccop, JLH. I'ymuiieB arbiHIarbl
Eypasust y1TThIK yHUBEpcuTeTi, ActaHa, KazakcraH,

E-mail: abizhkenova@inbox.ru, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4869-7973;

A. Bekx6aeBa — 3-xypc nmoxropautsl, JL.H. I'ymunes arbigarsl Eypasust yiaTTBIK YHHBEPCHUTETI,
Acrana, Kazakcras,

E-mail: almira_bekbayeva@mail.ru, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0724-8645;

Aunnortanus. Kazakcrangarpl mIeTeNl TUIAEPIH OKBITY YJITTHIK KOciOM Oinim
Oepy JKyHeciHiH axxpipamac 0eJiiri OOk TaObLIaAbl JKOHE MEMIICKETTIK cascaT
KY)KaTTapblHJla alKbIHIAJFaHal, €JIIH TUIMIK KaluTalblH KaJbIITaCThIPYIbIH
CTpAaTETUsIIBIK KYPaJIbl peTiHe KbI3MET eTejli. byt 3eprreyin e3ekTiniri xahanaany
JIOYipiHie KOFAaMHBIH [IH(PIIaHybl )KaHE O11iM Oepy KYHECIH KaH-)KaKThl KAHFBIPTY
yAepiciHIe KONTULAUIIK IeH MOJIECHUETAPAIbIK Ky3bIPETTUIIKTIH MAaHBI3bIHBIH
apTybIMEH alKbIHAaIabl. 3epTTeyAiH MakcaThl — Ka3zakcTaHaarsl MIeTeN TSP
OKBITY JKYHECiHIH KaIbINTAaCybl MEH DBOJIIOIUSICHIHBIH TAPUXH HET13/IEPiH aHBIKTAY,
HETI3T1 Ke3eHIepiH 0eJIin KepCeTy JKOHE OHBIH JaMybIHA BIKIAI €TKCH QJISYMETTIK,
CasiCH JKOHE MEIarorvKaJIbIK (haKkTopiap sl Tajaaay. 3epTTeyIiH dAICTeMENTIK HEeTi31H
WITTBIK OimiM OepymiH op TYpJli Ke3eHIEepiH KaMTHTHIH 3aHHAMAIIbIK aKTiiep,
HOPMATHUBTIK Ky»KarTap, MYparaTThlK MarepHajap MEH FbUIBIMH JCPEKKO3ep/i
TEOPUSIIBIK, CaJIBICTBIPMANIBl JKOHE TApUXM-TICNArOTUKABIK Tajijay oJicTepi
Kypaipl. 3epTTey HOTHIKEJEpl IIETeN TUIIH OKBITY JKYHECIHIH Ke3eH-Ke3eHIMEH
OIpTiHIeN KalbINTACKAHBIH JKOHE 9p TapHXW Ke3eHne OumiM Oepy pedopmanaps
MEH KOFaM/IaFbl QJICyMETTIK-MOJICHH ©3repiCTepre CoWKeC >KaHApbI OThIPFaHbIH
AHBIKTAJIbI. Op Ke3€H OKBITY 9/liCTEMECIHE, OKY OaFaapiiaMaiapbiHbIH KyPbUIbIMbIHA
YKOHE MaMaHIap/bl KociOW nasipiay/arbl HIeTeN TUIACPIHIH pelliHe jKaHa Tociiaep
eHrizai. bimimre OaFbITTanfaH YITiJEH KY3bIPETTUTIKKE HETi3[eNTeH MOJENblre
KOIly ISyl Ke3eH Ooiabl. Bysl Ke3eHIe TIUIIH NPaKTUKAJIBIK MEHIrepiyi,
KOMMYHHUKATHUBTIK THIMJIUTIK JKOHE OHBI HAKThl OMipJe KOJJaHy OachIMIBIKKA
ue OoJzbl. 3epTTEey/iH MPaKTUKAIbIK MaHbI3bl — ajbIHFAaH HOTIDKENEPHi Kasipri
MIEIarOTUKAJIBIK TOKIPUOCHI JKETUIIIpY/e, JKaHAPThIIFAaH OKYy OaraapiiamaliapbiH
a3ipieyzie JKoHe Tapuxu TIXipube MeH Kazipri Oilim Oepy TpeHITepi apachbIHIarbl
ca0aKTaCThIKThI HBIFANTY/A Al alaHy MYMKIHIITIMEH alKbIH1aJIa 1bl.

Tyiiin ce3aep: mier T kociOu OuTiM Oepy, 1aMy Ke3eHIepi, IIeTe TUIISPiH
OKBITYJIBIH Ka3aKCTaH/IbIK O171iM Oepy sKyHeCIHIH TapuXbl
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Annoramus. OOyueHHe WHOCTpPaHHBIM si3bikaM B Kazaxcrane sBisieTCs
HEOThEMJIEMOH YaCThIO HAIIMOHAIBHOM CUCTEMBI MMPO(HECCHOHATEHOTO 00pa30BaHUsI
W BBINOJHSET CTPATETHYECKYI0 pPOJIb B (OPMUPOBAHHUHU S3BIKOBOTO KamuTaja
CTpaHbl, YTO YETKO OTPAXKEHO B KIIOYEBBIX TI'OCYIAPCTBEHHBIX JIOKyMEHTAaX.
AKTyaJIbHOCTb HCCIIEZI0BaHHsI 00YCIIOBIICHA PACTYILEH 3HAYNMOCTBIO0 MHOTOSI3bIY ST
U MEXKYJIbTYPHOH KOMIIETEHTHOCTH B YCIOBHUSIX INOOATU3aIMY, MU(PPOBH3ALUH
00I1IeCcTBa M MOJICPHU3AIH CUCTEMBI 00pazoBaHusl. L{enb uccneioBanms 3aKII04aeTCs
B BBISIBJICHUM HCTOPUYECKUX NPEANOCHIIOK M 3TAIOB CTAHOBJICHUSI M JBOJIIOLUU
cucTeMbl 00y4eHHsI HHOCTPAHHBIM si3bIKaM B KazaxcraHe, a Takke B ONpeeseHUH
COLIMAJIbHBIX, TMOJUTHYECKUX M TeJarorndeckux (PakTopoB, MOBIHSIBIINX
Ha e€¢ pasBuTHE. METOJO0JIOTMYECKY0) OCHOBY COCTABIJISIFOT TEOPETUUYECKUH,
CPABHUTENIBHBI M HCTOPUKO-IIEAATOTMYECKUM aHaIU3 3aKOHOAATEIbHBIX AaKTOB,
HOPMAaTUBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB, apPXUBHBIX MATE€PUAIOB U HAY4YHBIX HCTOYHMKOB,
OXBATBHIBAIOIIMX PA3IMYHBIE IEPHO/bl PA3BUTHS HAIMOHAIBHOTO OO0pa3oBaHMUS.
Pesynbrarel mccrnenoBaHus TOKa3ald, 4YTO CHCTEMa OOYyYeHHS WHOCTPaHHBIM
s3bIKaM  (QOPMHUPOBAJIACh MOJTAITHO, MOCTOSHHO OOHOBISISACH B COOTBETCTBUHU C
00pazoBarenbHBIME peopMaMi M COLMOKYIBTYPHBIMH H3MEHEHUSIMU. Kaxmbrii
HCTOPUYECKUIM ATall BHOCHJ HOBBIE IIOAXOABI B METOJIUKY IPENOJABaHUS,
CTPYKTYpPY YYEOHBIX IpOrpaMM M OMNpPENesyl POJib MHOCTPAHHBIX S3BIKOB B
npodeCcCHOHAIbHON TOATOTOBKE CHECHUAINCTOB. KIFOYEBBIM CTall0 Pa3BHTHE
KOMIIETCHTHOCTHON MOJIE€NIM, OPHUEHTUPOBAHHOW Ha IIPAKTUYECKOE BIAJICHUE
SI3BIKOM, KOMMYHHKATHBHYO (P (QEKTUBHOCTh M TIPUMECHEHHE TIOJTyYEeHHBIX HABBIKOB
B pEaIbHBIX ycloBUsAX. [IpakThyeckas 3HAYMMOCTb HCCIENOBAHUS 3aKIIIOYAECTCS
B BO3MOXHOCTH HCIIOJIb30BaHUS €r0 pPe3yjibTaToB Ul COBEPLICHCTBOBAHUS
COBPEMEHHBIX TMENAarOrMYecKuX IMPaKTHK, OOHOBIEHUS YYEOHBIX IPOrpaMM |
YKPEIUIEHHsI TPEEMCTBEHHOCTH MEXy UCTOPUYECKUM ONBITOM M COBPEMEHHBIMU
o0pazoBaTenbHBIME TeHIeHIMsIMU Kazaxcrana.

KioueBble cioBa: MHOS3BIYHOE MPOPECCHOHATBHOE 00pa3oBaHKE, MEPUOJIbI
Pa3BUTHS, HCTOPHUS Ka3aXCTAHCKOM CHCTEMBI 00y4YeHHs MHOCTPAHHBIM SI3bIKaM
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Introduction. The study of foreign languages in Kazakhstan has a long history,
which goes back to the beginning of the formation of the domestic higher education
system. The first university in Kazakhstan was formally established in 1928.
Faculties of foreign languages have been fixed since the end of the 30s of XX.
Foreign languages were necessary for integration into the surrounding space, for
the development of education in the country. If we look at the history of secondary
education, then here, together with the first Kazakh schools in the first half of the
19th century, the content of education which also included languages was formed.
Russian was the first language introduced as a foreign language. The curricula of
Muslim madrasahs during the same period included the study of Arabic philology,
marking the coexistence of secular and religious linguistic education. This dual-
linguistic environment laid the foundation for Kazakhstan’s unique tradition of
multilingualism.

By the end of the 19th century, the study of German gained importance due to the
settlement of German-speaking migrants from the Volga region (1880-1890). Their
influence spread through schools and communities in Northern Kazakhstan, where
German-language education became part of regional culture. Thus, by the turn of
the twentieth century, Kazakhstan already had a diverse linguistic landscape that
combined Russian, Arabic and German — each with distinct educational and cultural
functions.

The establishment of the first higher education institution in Kazakhstan in 1928
marked a new stage in the institutional development of education. In the late 1930s,
faculties of foreign languages began to emerge within universities and pedagogical
institutes. However, it was the level of secondary education that foreign languages
gained their widespread presence. The Soviet government placed strong emphasis
on foreign language learning as a means of cultural exchange and ideological
diplomacy. This led to systematic introduction of foreign languages — particularly
English, German and French — into general secondary school curricula.

According to the statistical collection "Public Education and Culture in the
USSR" presented in Table 1, the Kazakh SSR had one of the largest networks of
schools offering foreign language instruction. By the mid-1980s, 42% of pupils
studied English, 46% studied German, and 11% studied French, although the ratio
varied across regions. (Cultural construction of the RSFSR [Statistical collection],
1989).

Table 1 - Studying foreign languages in day schools of the Kazakh SSR

Kazakh SSR In urban areas including
and rural areas in urban areas In rural areas
1985/86 | 1988/89 | 1985/86 | 1988/89 | 1985/86 | 1988/89
Number of students studying foreign | 1805 1857 866 933 939 924

languages, in thousand.
Of these they study, in percent:

English 42,0 42,3 49,5 514 35,0 33,1
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French 11.8 9,7 13,1 8,4 10,6 11,0
German 46,1 47,8 37,2 39,8 54,4 55,9
Other foreign languages 0,1 0,2 0,2 0,4 - -

Much more often than the national average, the study of English was found in a
number of Central Asian republics: the Azerbaijan SSR, the Tajik SSR, the Turkmen
SSR, where more than 70% of schoolchildren mastered English. However, even
in this region this situation was not widespread. In the Moldavian SSR, a unique
situation developed with the dominance of the French language in the structure of
education. 60.6% of schoolchildren studied French in this republic, only 27.4%
studied English, and even less - 10.7% studied German. Such an atypical structure
was never seen again in any republic of the USSR. Typically, deviations from the
average between language studies (mainly English and German) were no more than
10%. In the Kazakh SSR, Georgian SSR, and Uzbek SSR, the distribution of children
between English and German languages was almost the same - about 45% studied
each of these languages, the remaining 10% studied French (Cultural construction of
the RSFSR (Statistical collection, 1989).

The number of children studying one of the foreign languages in the second half
of'the 1980s increased almost everywhere in all republics of the Soviet Union. This is
primarily due to the increase in the number of schoolchildren and the lengthening of
the period of study in the secondary general education system for the overwhelming
majority of children and adolescents. Another trend at the end of the Soviet period
was a decrease in the number of children studying German and French, and an
increase in the percentage of schoolchildren mastering the basics of English.

The Soviet period brought the institutionalization of language education and the
expansion of secondary school programs. Specialized schools with intensive foreign
language learning appeared in major cities, such as the Almaty Pedagogical Institute
of Foreign Languages, founded in 1941, trained thousands of teachers who staffed
these institutions. This period also witnessed the first methodological laboratories
and resource centers dedicated to foreign language teaching in secondary education.

At the methodological level, foreign language teaching during the Soviet era was
based mainly on the grammar-translation method, prioritizing reading and writing.
The emphasis on translation skills was linked to the need to access scientific and
technical literature from abroad. However, oral communication and listening were
introduced gradually in the 1970s and 1980s, influenced by global pedagogical
trends. The adoptions of the communicative approach began to shape new teaching
methods, especially in urban schools with access to foreign materials and exchange
programs (Fierman, 1998).

With the independence of Kazakhstan in 1991, foreign language education
— particularly in secondary schools — gained renewed significance. The new
socio-political context emphasized integration into the global educational space
and preparation of a multilingual generation (Fierman, 2006). The Concept for
the Development of Foreign Language Education in the Republic of Kazakhstan
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(2006) introduced competency-based teaching principles aligned with international
standards such as the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages). Secondary school curricula were modernized, incorporating
communicative, interactive, and project-based learning methods. English became
a mandatory subject starting from the second grade, reflecting the state’s trilingual
policy: Kazakh — as the state language, Russian — as the language of interethnic
communication, and English — as the language of international integration.

In recent decades, secondary education has become the core platform for
multilingual policy implementation. Specialized and Nazarbayev Intellectual
Schools (NIS) adopted advanced models of content and language integrated learning
(CLIL), where subjects such as biology or history are taught in English (Mehisto
et al, 2023). The state programs “Education 2030” and “State Program for the
Development of Education and Science 2020-2025” further emphasized teacher
retraining, digital resources, and international partnerships for improving the quality
of foreign language education at the school level.

The historical overview of Kazakhstan’s foreign language education reveals that
every stage of national development — from imperial to Soviet to independent —
has had a profound impact on secondary education. It was secondary schools that
served as the main arena for implementing language policy, testing new teaching
methods, and shaping linguistic competencies among future university students. The
historical dynamics also show a clear continuity between the grammar-translation
tradition of the early twentieth century and today’s communicative, technology-
enhanced pedagogy, confirming the deep-rooted evolution of the national language
education system.

This study seeks to reconstruct the historical trajectory of foreign language
education in Kazakhstan, highlighting its transformation across major political
and educational reforms. By examining archival data, educational legislation,
curriculum standards and pedagogical trends, the research aims to contribute to
deeper understanding of how global and national forces shaped language education
policy and how these transformations continue to affect contemporary teaching
methodologies.

The relevance of this research lies in the fact that despite numerous studies on
language policy and multilingual education in Kazakhstan, there is still a lack of
comprehensive historical and comparative analysis that traces the formation of
foreign language education as an academic discipline and pedagogical practice.
Most available works focus on the post-independence period or specific language
initiatives, while the deeper historical processes that began during the Russian
Empire and Soviet Union remain underexplored. This study attempts to fill this
scholarly gap by presenting a systematic overview of the origins, transformations,
and current state of foreign language education in Kazakhstan.

Research materials and methods. The present research relies on a complex
methodological framework that integrates theoretical, historical, and empirical
approaches to the study of the genesis and evolution of foreign language education
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in Kazakhstan. The purpose is to reconstruct its chronological development, identify
key methodological transformations, and reveal the socio-pedagogical conditions
that have influenced its trajectory across different historical epochs.

The system-historical approach serves as a fundamental methodological basis,
allowing for the consideration of educational phenomena in their organic unity with
socio-economic development and the demands of society. Within this approach,
foreign language education is examined as a dynamic phenomenon that evolves in
close connection with the socio-political and cultural transformations of the country.
This approach enables the integration of genetic and prognostic interpretations
of educational processes, making it possible to reveal the internal logic of their
development (Burgin et al, 2000: 72). It allows the researcher to identify how
linguistic and pedagogical phenomena were assimilated into the educational system
of Kazakhstan, and how their transformations reflect the changing priorities of
national education policy.

Complementing this, linguoculturological approach emphasizes the inseparable
relationship between language, culture, human experience and education (Bybler
et al., 1986: 10). This approach provides a valuable analytical framework for
interpreting foreign language education not merely as a linguistic process, but as
a phenomenon embedded within the broader context of cultural transmission and
intercultural dialogue. It enables the analysis of educational paradigms through the
prism of cultural concepts and values, contributing to the understanding of how
linguistic identity and cultural awareness were cultivated through foreign language
instruction.

The paradigmatic approach, following the conceptual ideas of T. Kuhn and M.V.
Boguslavsky (1981), allows us to identify patterns, trends, and alternative trajectories
in the development of educational processes. It facilitates the recognition of paradigm
shifts within foreign language education—from traditional grammatical-translation
methods to communicative, intercultural, and competence-based paradigms that
dominate the modern educational discourse. (Kuhn, Boguslavsky, 1981: 260).

Given the multidimensional nature of education as a social system, a
polyparadigmatic approach is also adopted. This approach promotes the analysis of
education as a complex, multifactorial phenomenon characterized by interrelation,
interaction, and reflection. It provides the methodological flexibility necessary to
analyze both historical continuity and methodological innovation in the field of
foreign language education. (Kozlova, 2015: 34).

The leading methodological principles in interpreting the revealed facts and
events in the development of foreign-language vocational education are historical
and pedagogical objectivity, factual validity, retrospective and prognostic orientation.
The scheme of reflections and generalizations is subordinated to the scheme: past—
successive development— perspective.

Asaresult of a detailed consideration of the studied process of professional foreign
language education in a historical perspective, a model, a scheme, representing
a complex of the content of education in dynamics in chronological terms with
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prospects for the future can emerge. The process of formation of professional foreign
language education in Kazakhstan is considered as a phenomenon of a natural order,
the transition after time from one state to another. A.S.Belkin qualifies that this is a
natural process with the addition of quantitative and qualitative changes. According
to him, in the course of development, periods of stagnation can be observed, as
well as backward movements, i.e. changes for the worse (Belkin, Tkachenko, 2006:
27). We assume that in foreign language education in Kazakhstan there will also be
such moments that are associated with regressive periods in the development of the
entire system of domestic education. Hypothetically, it is possible to determine the
periods of development stoppage in education by referring them to similar years in
the development of Kazakh society and the degree of demand for specialists with
knowledge of foreign languages, as well as the development of higher education and
the volume of state orders.

So, according to Bulygina M.V., in the historical development of the educational
process, the stage of origin (source), maturation (development), stabilization
(stability), poststabilization (activation), transformation (qualitative change) are
distinguished (Bulygina, 2008).

The scientific and theoretical basis of the study is provided by a comprehensive
method of historical and pedagogical research, which includes such logical operations
as analysis, synthesis, induction, deduction, argumentation. The reliability of the
research results will be ensured by the statistical-chronological method (parametric
calculation of research data), the method of expert evaluation (survey — interview
of respondents, questionnaire — analysis of feedback, responses of respondents), the
study of the professional experience of university teachers.

Modern researchers note the complexity and versatility of the process of mastering
a foreign language and culture, which requires conceptual awareness of new language
and its surrounding reality. The idea of the formation of a multilingual personality
is echoed by the idea of multicultural education, establishing a dialogue of cultures
through the works of researchers like P.V.Sysoev (Sysoev, 2003), L.G.Vedenina
(Vedenina, 2000), Reichstein, A.D. (Reichstein, 1986), S.G. Ter-Minasova (Ter-
Minasova, 2000), etc. However, these works are aimed at comparative work of a
general plan. So, for example, Soboleva A.A. analyzes intercultural communication
as a special type of interpersonal interaction and the conditions for the successful
interaction of representatives of different foreign societies studying in the general
audience. The idea of the article is to distinguish the linguistic consciousnesses of
individuals participating in communication as factors hindering the achievement of
the effectiveness of intercultural communication. The necessity of influencing the
cognitive sphere of the personality of students by developing skills to recognize
and analyze intercultural differences, to take them into account in the process of
communication is substantiated (Soboleva, 2013).

Results and discussion. Foreign language professional education in Kazakhstan
has undergone significant changes throughout its history. Two main aspects that
have influenced the development of foreign language professional education in
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Kazakhstan are the need to meet international communication demands and the desire
to promote cultural exchange and globalization. These aspirations are reflected in the
gradual shift from a primarily Russian-oriented education system to a more diverse
and inclusive approach that incorporates various foreign languages. One significant
historical aspect of foreign language professional education in Kazakhstan is the
Soviet influence on the education system. During the Soviet era, Russian was the
dominant language of instruction and communication in Kazakhstan. This had a
significant impact on the development of foreign language education, as Russian
language skills became highly valued and necessary for career advancement. Another
important aspect of the historical development of foreign language professional
education in Kazakhstan is the post-Soviet era. During this period, Kazakhstan
embarked on a path of independence and sought to establish its national identity. As
part of this process, there was a push to promote Kazakh language and culture, as
well as a diversification of foreign language options. For instance, English language
education started gaining prominence as Kazakhstan sought to strengthen its ties
with English-speaking countries and participate in the global economy. In addition to
these historical aspects, the development of technology has also played a significant
role in shaping foreign language professional education in Kazakhstan. The advent
of the internet and digital tools has opened up new possibilities for language
learning and teaching, allowing for online resources and virtual classrooms. These
advancements have facilitated access to foreign language education and provided
opportunities for remote learning. The availability of foreign language courses and
programs has also expanded, providing students with a wider range of options for
pursuing their language education. Overall, the historical aspects of foreign language
professional education in Kazakhstan have been influenced by the need to meet
international communication demands, promote cultural exchange and globalization,
and establish a national identity.

Teaching foreign languages, as has been repeatedly emphasized above, has a long
history, which is distinguished by its peculiarities of development and time stages.
The content of education at the same time changed more or less intensively and
depended on many parameters, including the change of the political structure of
the state, external political and socio-cultural situations, global world development.
There are not enough fundamental works in domestic science that would clearly
highlight the processes of the historical development of the educational process
in the country. Therefore, we believe that the practical and scientific significance
of the expected results of this study brings information based on documented and
empirical facts about the historical genesis, chronological sequence and all stage
changes in the content of foreign language education in Kazakhstan to the attention
of the professional societies.

The voluntary accession of Kazakhstan to Russia laid the foundations for future
friendship and relationships in the political, economic and cultural spheres of life
of the Kazakh and Russian peoples. “Before joining Russia, on the territory of
Kazakhstan there were only confessional schools - mektebs and madrassas, which
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trained ministers of religious worship. Instruction there was conducted in ancient
Arabic, and the meaning of what was read was often not understood by the teachers
themselves.” After the annexation of Kazakhstan to Russia, there was a need for
qualified Kazakh officials who could be conductors of Russian policy in Kazakhstan
and would help the authorities in managing the Kazakh steppe. The tsarist government
was forced to open special Russian-Kazakh schools in the region in order to provide
quality education in Russian to the children of the Kazakh nobility. Thus began the
era of “linguistic national studies” on the far outskirts of Russia.

The first secular educational institution in Kazakhstan was the “Asian School,”
opened in 1789 in Omsk with the purpose of training personnel for the local
administration. Subsequently, in 1825 the Neplyuev Military School was created in
Orenburg, which was reorganized in 1844 into the Cadet Corps.

The “Regulations” of the schools being opened for the children of Siberian
Kazakhs stated that “only children of sultans, honorary Kyrgyz (Kazakhs were then
called “Kirghiz”, which included other Turkic peoples), Kyrgyz are admitted to the
school opened in Omsk, designed for 20 places with high rank and medals, elected
to the volost rulers and councilors” (Sembaev, 1962 a, 11).

The first secular school with a seven-year period of study for Kazakh children
opened in 1850 in Orenburg, where teaching was conducted in Russian, and the Tatar
language was also studied. In 1861-1864 Russian-Kazakh educational institutions
were opened in Troitsk, Uralsk, Kazalinsk, Perovsk, Petropavlovsk, Semipalatinsk,
Kostanai and Torgay (Hrapchenkov, 1983).

By the early twentieth century, the number of such institutions had increased
significantly: if in 1894 there were 12 Russian-native schools in the Turkestan region,
then in 1905 their number increased by 83, where 18 teachers of Kazakh nationality
and 65 Russian teachers worked (Bendrikov,1960).

According to N. Sabitov, “Russian schools, which opened for Kazakh children
during the colonial period, played a great progressive role in the cultural life of
the Kazakh people compared to mektebs and madrassas. Through Russian schools,
progressive trends made their way into the Kazakh steppe, thanks to which Kazakh
scientists, educators and teachers, poets and writers were formed, whose names the
entire Kazakh people are proud of.” (Sabitov,1950)

The same opinion is shared by the Kazakh scientist A.I. Sembaev, who made a
great contribution to the study of the history of Kazakh pre-revolutionary education:
«The opening of these schools, contrary to the plans of the government, facilitated
the rapprochement of the Russian and Kazakh peoples, accelerated the introduction
of the Kazakhs to Russian culture and science, and gave the opportunity to the
Kazakh people to develop their national democratic culture. Many of the former
students of Russian-Kazakh schools subsequently joined the ranks of fighters for this
new culture» (Sembaev, 1962 b, 12).

In the second half of the 19th century. The cultural connection between the
Russian and Kazakh peoples grew, which contributed to the formation of the Kazakh
democratic intelligentsia. Among the Kazakhs, European educated individuals
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appeared who spoke out for the dissemination of the achievements of Russian science
and culture in their homeland, for the education of the people (Beisembiev, 1976).

During the Soviet era, foreign language education in Kazakhstan developed within
the unified educational system of the USSR. Russian remained the primary medium
of instruction and the lingua franca of interethnic communication, while foreign
languages (mainly German, French, and English) were introduced as academic
disciplines within secondary and higher education institutions. However, the
methodology of teaching foreign languages was largely subordinated to ideological
and utilitarian objectives: the formation of the “new Soviet person” capable of
limited international exchange within the socialist block (Mkrtchyan, 2017).

Nevertheless, this period also marked the institutionalization of foreign language
teaching as a professional field. Pedagogical institutes began to open language
departments, and curricula were standardized under all-Union frameworks. Although
teaching methods were often prescriptive and grammar-centered, the foundation for
systematic linguistic education was firmly established. Soviet Kazakhstan produced
its first generation of professional foreign language teachers, many of whom
contributed to early methodological research in linguodidactics.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 brought profound transformations in all
spheres of Kazakhstani education. As Kazakhstan gained independence, the national
education system faced the dual challenge of decolonization and modernization.
A central task became the restoration of the Kazakh language’s status while
simultaneously maintaining multilingualism to ensure international competitiveness.

Foreign language education, particularly English language instruction, gained
exceptional importance as the country integrated into global political, economic,
and academic networks. This trend was reinforced by the state’s strategic initiatives
such as the Bolashak International Scholarship (1993) and the adoption of
trilingual education policies (Kazakh—Russian—English). These reforms signaled a
paradigmatic shift from the Soviet utilitarian model to a communicative and globally
oriented paradigm focused on intercultural competence and employability.

The twenty-first century ushered in digitalization and the use of information and
communication technologies in education. The introduction of online platforms,
multimedia resources, and virtual classrooms significantly expanded access to
foreign language learning. Modern methodologies, including blended learning and
content-based instruction, have enhanced the quality and flexibility of language
education. The expansion of specialized programs at universities and teacher-training
institutions has contributed to the creation of a new generation of linguistically and
culturally competent professionals.

The historical development of foreign language education in Kazakhstan
demonstrates a consistent trajectory toward openness, innovation and intercultural
dialogue. From the establishment of Russian-Kazakh schools in 19" century to
the implementation of trilingual education in 21%, each stage reflects the country’s
evolving political identity and its aspiration for global integration. Yet, as the present
study reveals, scholarly works offering a holistic historical analysis of these processes

remain insufficient.
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Conclusion. The conducted research confirms that the issue of chronologization
and determination of the stages of development of foreign language education
in Kazakhstan remains insufficiently explored. Among the works related to the
formation of the paradigm of foreign language education in Kazakhstan, a separate
article highlights the dissertation of Smailova F.I., dedicated to the formation
and development of the basics of teaching a foreign language in universities of
Kazakhstan (Smailova, 2020). The topic of the dissertation turned out to be the
closest to the research problem we are solving. It must be admitted that this work is
the only example in the domestic pedagogical literature, at least from all we have
studied, which is an interesting attempt for us to generalize the experience of the
history of teaching foreign languages in Kazakhstan. According to the author’s
statement, the process of teaching foreign languages in universities of Kazakhstan
dates back to 1917. Moreover, the laying of the foundations of the learning process is
just beginning. The author identifies three periods in the history of the development
of the system of teaching foreign languages: 1917-1939 (formation), 1940-1960
(formation of the foundations in the war and post-war years) and 1961-1991
(development of the foundations in the universities of the country). At the same
time, for each selected stage, the types of teaching methods, teaching principles are
defined and priority areas are clarified. However, the proposed periodization requires
refinement and a more thorough analysis of the content of the reforms by year, and
also, we believe, the chronological picture requires details and cannot be completed
only by the specified period. In addition, in our opinion, the processes of linguistic
training in Kazakh schools and colleges before the year indicated by the author can
also make up the primary stages of the chronological table.

Thus, the analysis of the available scientific works on the history and development
of foreign language vocational education in Kazakhstan shows that most of them
concern the field of general linguopedagogical education, methods of teaching
foreign languages, the formation of a linguistic personality, modern pragmatic and
cognitive worldviews in the pedagogy of foreign languages. Comprehensive works
on the topic of history, chronology and periods of development, as well as modern
prospects of foreign language education to the extent of study have not been found.
In this regard, the relevance and timeliness of any of the results of this research are
not in doubt. The expected effects of the conducted research will be both fundamental
and applied, since the proposed ideas can be applied in specific educational courses
and programs. The study not only deepens the understanding of the past but also
outlines the perspectives for the future development of professional foreign language
education in Kazakhstan and beyond.
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