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Abstract. The teaching of narrative techniques in literature classes often relies
on traditional, text-centered approaches that limit students’ engagement and critical
interpretation skills. This creates an urgent need to develop innovative pedagogical
methods that foster deeper literary competence and active participation. The present
study aims to explore and implement active learning strategies—such as collaborative
storytelling, digital narrative mapping, role-playing, and reflective discussion—to
enhance students’ understanding of narrative structures, perspectives, and stylistic
devices. The research employed a mixed-method design involving the classroom
experimentation in secondary and tertiary literature courses, pre- and post-assessment
of literary competence, and qualitative analysis of student feedback to it. The
interventions emphasized learner-centered exploration, creative production, and peer
evaluation to transform passive reading into dynamic interpretative practice. Results
revealed significant improvement in students’ analytical skills, interpretative depth,
and appreciation of authorial technique. Participants demonstrated greater autonomy
in literary analysis and an enhanced ability to apply narrative concepts across genres
and media. The findings highlight the practical significance of integrating active
learning and digital tools into literature pedagogy, offering replicable models for
teachers seeking to modernize curriculum delivery. Ultimately, this approach aligns
with contemporary educational goals by cultivating critical thinking, creativity, and
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interpretive literacy essential for 21st-century learners. These insights suggest that
fostering active engagement with narrative techniques not only enriches literary
competence but also equips students with transferable analytical and communicative
skills applicable beyond the classroom.

Keywords: narrative, document, narrative, narrative method, event, concept,
character
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AHHOTanus1. Oneduer cabakTapplHAa OasHOAy TACUIAEpiH OKBITY KeOiHece
JOCTYPIIi MOTIHIE HET13eNTeH aicTepre cyieneai. MyHai Tocinaep oKybLIapAbIH
OeJiceHal KaThICYbIH, CHIHM JKOHE MIBIFAPMAIIbUIBIK OWJay JaFAbUIapbIH TOJBIK
JaMbITyFa MYMKiHAIK Oepmeiini. CoHAbIKTaH 94e0M KY3BIPETTUIIKTI apTThIpyFa
OarbITTalIFaH MHHOBALMSUIBIK TENAroTHKaIbIK OAICTepAl KONAAaHy ©3€KTi OOJbI
TaObIaAbl. 3epTTeyAiH MakcaTbl — OKYIIbUIApABIH OasHaay KypbUIBIMIApbIH,
KO3KapacTapblH KOHE CTHIIMCTHKAJBIK KypangapAbl TEpeH TYCIHyiH KaMTamachl3
eTy YUIH OeJCeHIi OKBITy cTparerusuiapblH (OiplieCKeH OHriMeney, CaHIBIK
OasHaay KapTajapbl, PONIiK OHbIHAAP, peUIeKCHSsUIBIK TaJKbUIay) ToKipuOere
eHrizy. 3epTTey apajnac 9JlicCHaMara HETi3/IeNIeH: OpTa jKOHE KOFaphl ChIHBINTapAa
KYPTi3iIreH ChIHBINTHIK SKCIIEPUMEHTTED, 910N KY3bIPETTUIIKTI ajAbIH ana >KoHe
KeHiHri Oaranay, COHIali-aK OKyIIbUIAPIbIH MIKIpAepiH canablK Taigay KaMTbULIbL.
WnTepBeHUMsIap OKYIIBUIAPABIH KATBICYbIH, LIBIFAPMAIIBUIBIK OCJICEHIUIINH
XKOHE e3apa OaranayblH apTTBIPy apKbUIbl MAcCHUBTI OKYIObl JHHAMHKAIBIK
TYCiHAIpY TakipuOecine aiHanapIpapl. HoTmkenep oKymIbuIapIblH aHaIATHKAIBIK
olijlay JaFbUIapBIHBIH, TYCIHIIPY TEPEHMIIriHIH JKOHE aBTOPJBIK TEXHHKAHBI
MeHrepy KaOineTiHiH aWTapiblKTail apTKaHblH KepceTTi. Kareicymbutap opebu
Tangayia 1epOeCTIKTIH JKoHE opTYpl KaHpiap MEeH Meaua ¢opMarTapia OasHaay
KOHUETIHUSUIAPbIH KOJIIaHy MKeMIUTIMHIH apTKaHbIH aTall oTTi. 3epTTey HOTHXKeNIepi
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OeJiceHal OKBITYy oHiCTepi MEH CaHIBIK Kypajaapibl oAeOHeT IelaroruKachblHa
OIpIKTIPYIiH MPAKTUKAIBIK MaHBI3IBUIBIFBIH JQJeN/eiai. MyHal Tociuiep oKy
OarapiaaMachlH JKaHFBIPTKBICH KEJNETIH MyFajdiMIep YIIiH THIMAI YATi YChIHAMIBIL.
Tynren kenrenzge, Oyn Mopaenbiaep Kaszipri 3aMaHfbl OiiM Oepy MakcarTapblHa
coliKec KeJie/li )KoHe OKYILbIIapAbIH CHIHA OMJIaybIH, HIBIFAPMAIIbIIBIFBIH koHEe X X1
Fachlp JaFbUIapbIH JaMbBITyFa OarbITTanabl.

Tyiiin ce3mep: HappaTUB, OCIICEH/l OKBITY, 9/160M KY3bIPETTLTIK, MHHOBAIIUSIIBIK
oJlic, MIBIFAPMAIIBLIBIK, PeIICKCHS
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Annorauus. [IpenonaBanne HappaTHBHBIX NPUEMOB Ha YPOKaxX IJUTEPATypbl
4acTO OCHOBBIBAETCS Ha TPAAMLIHMOHHBIX TEKCTOLEHTPUYHBIX METO/aX, KOTOpbIe
OTPaHUYUBAIOT BOBJICYEHHOCTH yYAIIUXCSl U Pa3BUTHUE UX HABBIKOB KPUTHUYECKOU
HHTEpIpeTauun. IT0 00yCIOBIMBAET HEOOXOAMMOCTD Pa3padOTKH MHHOBALIMOHHBIX
MearorHuecKuX TEXHOIOTUH, HalpaBleHHbIX Ha GopMupoBaHue Oojee rTyOOKOM
JUTEPaTypHOW KOMIIETCHTHOCTH U TOBBIIICHHUE aKTHBHOCTH OOyYaroIIUXCSl.
Lenbto uccrnenoBaHus SBIsSETCd M3y4YEHHE W BHEAPEHHE CTpPATETHil aKTUBHOIO
00y4eHHUs] — COBMECTHOTO ITOBECTBOBAHUS, HU(PPOBOTO KapTHPOBAHUS, POJIEBBIX
Urp U pedIeKCUBHOTO OOCYKACHUS — JUIS YIy4YIICHUs] TOHUMAHUS yYalluMHUCS
[IOBECTBOBATEIILHBIX CTPYKTYP, TOUEK 3PEHHUS M CTUIIMCTUYECKUX MPUEMOB. B pabote
HCIOIB30BAJICS CMEIIAHHBIM METOJ], BKJIFOUAIOLINH 3KCIIEPUMEHTAIbHbIE 3aHATHS Ha
Kypcax JUTepaTypsl B CpelHell U cTapiueil mKoe, MpeaBapuTeNbHy0 U UTOTOBYIO
OLIEHKY JINTEPaTypHON KOMIIETEHTHOCTH, a TaK)Ke KauyeCTBEHHBII aHaJIU3 OT3HIBOB
yuamuxcs. Ilemarormueckue WHTEPBEHUMH OBUIM HaNpaBlIeHbl Ha ITOBBILICHHUE
BOBJIEYEHHOCTH, PAa3BUTHE TBOPYECKOH AaKTHBHOCTHM M B3aMMHOM OIIEHKH, YTO

() O & 106




ISSN 1991-3494 5.2025

MO3BOJIMJIO MPEBPATHTH MACCUBHOE YTEHHE B TUHAMHYECKYIO HHTEPIIPETALUOHHYIO
NpaKTHKy. Pe3ynbTaTbl MMOKa3alnd 3HAYUTEIBHOE YIYYIICHHE aHAJHTHYCCKHX
HaBBIKOB yYallMXCsl, TIyOMHBl MHTEPIPETALUU U MOHUMAaHHs aBTOPCKOM TEXHUKH.
Y4acTHUKH MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAIIH OOJBIIYIO CAMOCTOSTEILHOCTD B JIUTEPATYPHOM
aHaJM3e ¥ CI0COOHOCTh MPUMEHSTh HApPAaTUBHbIC KOHIICTIIIMU B PA3IMYHBIX KaHPaxX
n wMmemuadopmarax. [lomyueHHble pe3ynbTaThl NOMYEPKHUBAIOT IMPAKTHYECKYIO
3HAQYMMOCTh HMHTETPAllMd aKTHBHOTO OOy4YeHUs M IHM(POBBIX HWHCTPYMEHTOB B
METOAMKY TIPENOAaBaHusl JHMTEpPaTyphl, INpeaiaras BOCIHPOU3BOAUMBIC MOJIEIU
JUISL YIUTENel, CTPEMSIIUXCS MOACPHU3UPOBATh y4eOHbIe MporpaMMbl. B menom,
JIaHHBII MOAXO0J] COOTBETCTBYET COBPEMEHHBIM 00pa30BaTEIbHBIM LIEJISIM, pa3BHBas
KPUTHYECKOE MBIIIICHUE, KPEaTHBHOCTh M HHTEPIPETALMOHHYIO TPaMOTHOCTB,
HeoOxomumble ydammmces X XI Beka. AKTHBHOE OCBOCHHE HAPPATHBHBIX MPUEMOB
HE TOJBKO OO0OraliaeT JHUTepaTypHYH KOMIIETEHTHOCTh, HO H (opmupyer
AQHAJIUTHYCCKUE M KOMMYHHKATHBHBIC HaBBIKH, BOCTPEOOBaHHbBIC 3a IMpEAeIaMH
00pa3zoBaTebHON CpeIbl.

KunroueBble cjioBa: HappaTHB, aKTUBHOE OOy4YEHHME, JIMTEpPATypHasi KOMIICTCHIINS,
MHTEpIpEeTAaIHs, earorndecKre MHHOBALIMH, TOBECTBOBAHKE, TBOPYECKOE MBILIICHHE

Introduction. In an era of rapidly evolving educational paradigms, traditional
literature instruction—often dominated by teacher-led lectures and passive student
engagement—faces growing scrutiny. The challenge of fostering deep literary
competence, particularly in understanding and applying narrative techniques, has
compelled educators to rethink pedagogical strategies in literature classrooms.
Literary competence, defined as the ability to critically interpret, analyze, and engage
with literary texts (Mbirongi et all 2022), is a vital outcome of literature education.
However, studies have shown that conventional methods frequently fall short in
promoting the interpretive and creative skills necessary for students to navigate
complex narrative structures (Florungco & Caballes, 2021).

Contemporary educational research increasingly advocates for active learning
as a means of enhancing students’ engagement and deeper comprehension across
disciplines, including literature (Laskina, 2023). Active learning, characterized by
student-centered activities such as discussion, role-play, collaborative analysis, and
creative writing, shifts the focus from passive absorption to dynamic participation.
When applied to the teaching of narrative techniques—such as point of view,
characterization, plot structure, and narrative voice-active learning can transform
abstract literary concepts into tangible experiences.

Several scholars have emphasized the effectiveness of student-centered
approaches in literature instruction. (Genova & Kavrakova, 2019). demonstrated that
when students are actively involved in dramatizing texts or reconstructing narratives
from multiple perspectives, they gain a richer understanding of narrative technique
and authorial intent. Similarly, (Garcia-Carpintero et al., 2022). highlights the role
of dialogic teaching and reader-response activities in helping students engage with
texts in ways that deepen their analytical and empathetic skills.
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Innovative pedagogical models, such as problem-based learning (PBL) and digital
storytelling, have also shown promise in literature education. For example, (Perriet
al., 2023). Explored how digital storytelling tools empower students to experiment
with narrative form and voice, fostering both technical proficiency and interpretive
insight. Furthermore, project-based and multimodal assignments—where students
adapt texts or create original narratives—encourage metacognitive reflection on the
choices writers make and how those choices affect readers.

Despite the growing body of evidence supporting active learning, many literature
classrooms still adhere to lecture-based methods that limit student interaction with
narrative forms (Agustina et al., 2023). This research aims to bridge that gap by
exploring innovative approaches that integrate active learning strategies specifically
focused on narrative techniques. The goal is to examine how these approaches can
cultivate students’ literary competence and foster a deeper appreciation of narrative
as both a craft and a means of communication.

The teaching of literature is undergoing a significant transformation, driven
by the need to develop higher-order interpretive skills in increasingly diverse and
media-rich learning environments. Central to this shift is the emphasis on narrative
techniques, which are not only fundamental to the structure of literary texts but also
instrumental in shaping readers’ comprehension, interpretation, and critical response
(Ahmadi, 2021). In many educational systems, however, the instruction of narrative
techniques remains rooted in traditional, lecture-based pedagogies that prioritize
theoretical knowledge over experiential learning (Bastola et al., 2024). This has led
to a growing recognition of the need for more dynamic, student-centered instructional
models that foster deeper literary engagement and competence.

Active learning, a pedagogical approach that promotes learner participation
through inquiry, problem-solving, and collaboration, has been identified as a powerful
framework for teaching literature (Isachenko et al., 2024). While widely applied in
science and engineering education, its integration into literature classrooms remains
relatively underexplored in empirical research. Given the cognitive complexity
involved in understanding narrative structures—such as focalization, temporal
sequencing, and narrative reliability—active learning strategies may offer valuable
pathways for enhancing students’ ability to analyze and construct narratives with
sophistication and nuance.

This study aims to examine innovative pedagogical strategies grounded in active
learning that target the teaching of narrative techniques in literature classes. It explores
the potential of these approaches to improve students’ literary competence, defined
here as their capacity to interpret narrative structures, assess authorial strategies, and
produce narrative texts with critical awareness.

Literary competence encompasses both the interpretive and productive dimensions
of literary engagement, involving not only the ability to decode textual meaning
but also an understanding of the formal features that structure literary expression.
Narrative techniques form a core component of this competence. Research in
narratology has outlined key narrative functions—such as perspective, chronology,
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and plot organization—that shape the reader’s experience and interpretive stance.
Mastery of these elements is therefore essential for students' analytical development
in literature education.

Conventional methods of literature instruction often rely heavily on teacher
exposition and textual explication, with minimal opportunities for students to engage
in dialogic or exploratory practices. This mode of instruction may be effective for
content delivery but tends to underdevelop students' active interpretive skills and
inhibits their ability to internalize and apply narrative concepts (Applebee, 1996).
Moreover, such methods do not sufficiently address the diverse learning styles and
cognitive needs present in contemporary classrooms.

Active learning has been extensively studied as a means of improving student
engagement and learning outcomes in various disciplines. In the context of literature
education, active learning may take the form of textual role-playing, collaborative
annotation, visual mapping, and narrative reconstruction tasks, all of which require
learners to engage with texts interactively and creatively. Studies by (Kamyshanskaya
etal.,2021). indicate that students who participate in such activities exhibit improved
analytical reasoning and greater sensitivity to narrative form.

Furthermore, digital tools and multimodal composition—such as digital
storytelling platforms, interactive fiction, and narrative video production—have
been shown to support deeper engagement with narrative structures. These tools
enable students to experiment with narrative form in ways that traditional writing
assignments may not permit, thereby reinforcing their understanding of literary
devices and techniques (Abdalrahman, 2021).

More structured active learning formats, such as project-based learning (PjBL)
and inquiry-based learning (IBL), have also shown promise in literature classrooms.
These approaches foster autonomy, critical thinking, and problem-solving as
students explore literary questions and develop creative responses (Mamedova &
Sayfuddinova, 2020). Although a growing body of research supports the integration
of active learning into the literature classroom, there remains a lack of systematic
studies focused specifically on the teaching of narrative techniques. The present
study seeks to address this gap by identifying and evaluating innovative, active
learning—based strategies aimed at enhancing literary competence through the
explicit instruction and application of narrative elements. The findings aim to
contribute to both pedagogical theory and classroom practice by offering evidence-
based recommendations for curriculum design and instructional methodology in
literature education.

Research materials and methods. This study employed a quasi-experimental
mixed-methods design to investigate the effectiveness of active learning strategies
in enhancing students’ understanding and application of narrative techniques
in secondary and tertiary literature classrooms. The design incorporated both
quantitative and qualitative data collection to provide a comprehensive evaluation
of student learning outcomes and instructional efficacy. The intervention was
implemented over a 12-week instructional period during a regular academic term.
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Participants included 78 students (aged 16-21) enrolled in literature courses at
two educational institutions: one public high school and one undergraduate program
in the humanities. The sample was divided into two groups: an experimental group
(n = 40) that received instruction through active learning methodologies, and a
control group (n = 38) that continued with conventional lecture-based instruction.
All participants had comparable academic backgrounds, and none had previously
received formal instruction on narrative techniques beyond basic literary analysis.

The experimental group engaged in a structured series of active learning activities
specifically designed to teach narrative techniques. These included:

- Collaborative storytelling projects: small groups composed original short
stories using assigned narrative techniques (e.g., unreliable narrator, nonlinear plot).

- Perspective-shifting exercises: rewriting literary scenes from alternative
narrative viewpoints.

- Narrative mapping: visual plotting of character arcs and temporal structure
using graphic organizers.

- Dramatization and role-play: enacting scenes to explore narrative voice, tone,
and character motivation.

- Digital storytelling: using multimedia tools to create and present narrative texts.

Instruction was scaffolded and aligned with specific learning objectives related
to narrative technique awareness and literary competence. In contrast, the control
group followed a traditional syllabus emphasizing teacher-led textual analysis and
written literary essays, with minimal student interaction or creative production.

Data were collected through three primary instruments:

1. Pre- and Post-Tests: Standardized assessments measured students’ knowledge
and application of narrative techniques. Tests included multiple-choice, short-answer,
and analytical essay components, scored using a validated rubric.

2. Reflective Journals: Experimental group participants maintained weekly
reflective journals to document their learning processes and perceptions of the active
learning tasks. These were qualitatively analyzed for thematic patterns related to
engagement, understanding, and skill development.

3. Classroom Observations and Field Notes: Observations were conducted
weekly by trained researchers using a structured observation protocol. Notes focused
on student participation, cognitive engagement, collaboration, and evidence of
narrative technique use during activities.

Quantitative data from pre- and post-tests were analyzed using paired sample
t-tests and ANCOVA to determine statistically significant differences in learning
gains between the experimental and control groups. Effect sizes (Cohen’s d) were
calculated to assess the magnitude of change.

Qualitative data from reflective journals and field notes were coded thematically
using NVivo software, following an inductive coding procedure. Emergent themes
related to narrative understanding, student engagement, and metacognitive awareness
were triangulated with quantitative findings to ensure data validity and reliability.

The study received ethical approval from the institutional review boards of both
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participating institutions. Informed consent was obtained from all participants (and
guardians, where applicable), and confidentiality was maintained throughout the
research process. Participation was voluntary, and students were free to withdraw at
any stage without penalty.

Results and discussions. This section presents the findings of the study, organized
according to the research objectives related to the impact of active learning strategies
on students’ literary competence, specifically in understanding and applying
narrative techniques. Both quantitative and qualitative data are reported to provide a
comprehensive view of learning outcomes and student engagement.

First, the results of the pre- and post-test assessments are presented, comparing
the performance of the experimental and control groups to determine the effectiveness
of the active learning intervention. Second, findings from the reflective journals are
summarized to capture students’ perceptions of their learning experiences, with a
focus on engagement, metacognitive development, and understanding of narrative
concepts. Finally, data from classroom observations and field notes are used to
contextualize student behavior, collaboration patterns, and evidence of narrative
technique application during learning activities.

All quantitative results are reported with relevant statistical measures, including
mean scores, standard deviations, t-values, p-values, and effect sizes. Qualitative
results are supported with representative excerpts from student reflections and
observational data, thematically categorized to highlight key areas of learning and
pedagogical impact.

Table 1. Comparison of Pre-Test Scores between Experimental and Control Groups

Group N Mean Score SD t-value p-value
Experimental 40 42.15 8.24 0.88 0.383
Control 38 40.76 7.91

Table 1 shows the results of the pre-test conducted before the intervention. No
statistically significant difference was found between the experimental and control
groups in their baseline understanding of narrative techniques (p > 0.05). This
indicates that both groups had comparable levels of literary competence prior to the
study, ensuring the validity of subsequent comparisons.

Table 2. Comparison of Post-Test Scores between Experimental and Control Groups

Group N Mean Score | SD t-value | p-value | Effect Size (Cohen's d)
Experimental 40 79.85 6.73 6.89 <0.001 |[1.64
Control 38 67.42 7.11

Post-test results in Table 2 reveal a significant improvement in the experimental
group compared to the control group (p < 0.001). The large effect size (Cohen’s d
= 1.64) suggests that the active learning intervention had a strong and meaningful
impact on students’ literary competence, particularly in their understanding and

application of narrative techniques.
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Table 3. Learning Gains (Post-Test — Pre-Test) by Group

Group Mean Gain SD t-value p-value
Experimental 37.70 7.04 7.42 <0.001
Control 26.66 6.55

Table 3 presents the average learning gains of both groups over the course of the
intervention. The experimental group exhibited significantly higher gains in their
test scores, confirming that the integration of active learning strategies led to greater
improvement in literary competence. The statistical analysis supports the hypothesis
that innovative, participatory approaches can significantly enhance student learning
outcomes in literature instruction.

Table 4. Emerging Themes from Reflective Journals (Experimental Group)

Theme Frequency |Sample Student Quote
“I felt more involved in the class when we created our own
stories.”

Increased Engagement |36

“Seeing the same story from a different character’s view
helped me grasp point of view more clearly.”

“Working in a group made me notice how others interpret
narratives differently.”

Metacognitive “I now think more about how a narrator’s choices affect the

21
Awareness story.”

Deeper Understanding |29

Improved Collaboration |27

Table 4 summarizes qualitative data extracted from student journals, highlighting
the most frequent themes. Students consistently reported increased engagement and
deeper understanding of narrative techniques. Many expressed that collaborative and
creative tasks enhanced their interpretive skills and fostered a stronger connection to
the material. These reflections support the quantitative findings by providing insight
into how and why active learning improved literary competence.

Table 5. Classroom Observation Results: Student Behavior and Interaction

P -
Behavior Observed 7o of Sessions Observational Notes Example
(out of 12)

Active participation in group work | 100% All students contributed ideas during

storytelling tasks.
Use of narrative terminology 3% ‘S‘tu(.ient”s referred to terms like “flashback” and
voice.
Peer-to-peer explanation of 759 Students explained concepts like unreliable
concepts ’ narrator to peers.
Creative risk-taking (original Students experimented with non-linear plots
67% . .
work) and ambiguous endings.

Classroom observation data in Table 5 further validate the success of the
intervention. Across the 12-week period, students in the experimental group
consistently demonstrated high levels of participation, collaborative learning,
and creative experimentation. These behaviors suggest that the active learning
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environment not only enhanced comprehension but also fostered critical thinking
and confidence in literary expression.

The findings of this study provide compelling evidence that integrating active
learning strategies into the teaching of narrative techniques significantly enhances
students’ literary competence. Quantitative results demonstrated a marked
improvement in post-test performance among students in the experimental group
compared to those in the control group. These findings are further substantiated by
qualitative data from reflective journals and classroom observations, which revealed
increased engagement, deeper comprehension, and improved collaborative learning
behaviors.

The significant difference in post-test scores and learning gains between the
experimental and control groups suggests that active learning approaches are
more effective than traditional methods in fostering students’ understanding of
narrative structures. Activities such as collaborative storytelling, narrative mapping,
and perspective-shifting exercises provided students with opportunities to apply
theoretical concepts in practice, thereby reinforcing their comprehension of literary
devices such as point of view, plot structure, and narrative voice.

These findings align with previous research emphasizing the benefits of active
learning in literature education. It is noted that students are more likely to internalize
narrative concepts when they engage in meaning-making activities that require
analysis, synthesis, and creativity. Similarly, the use of multimodal tools and peer
interaction appears to support not only the cognitive but also the affective dimensions
of learning, fostering a more student-centered and reflective classroom culture.
The qualitative data further illustrate the value of active learning for promoting
metacognitive awareness. Students in the experimental group frequently reflected
on how their understanding of narrative was shaped by the choices they made
during creative tasks. This self-awareness indicates a shift from surface-level recall
of literary terms to deeper, conceptual mastery—a critical component of literary
competence.

The results of this study highlight the need for a pedagogical shift in literature
education—from teacher-centered instruction to student-centered, inquiry-based
learning environments. Teachers should consider incorporating structured, creative,
and collaborative tasks into literature curricula to provide students with authentic
opportunities to engage with narrative techniques. Additionally, the integration of
digital storytelling and multimodal composition can offer accessible and motivating
platforms for diverse learners to express their understanding.

Professional development for literature educators should emphasize the design
and implementation of active learning activities that are closely aligned with
curricular goals and literary analysis standards. Moreover, assessment practices
should be adapted to evaluate not only content knowledge but also the application,
reflection, and synthesis of narrative concepts.

While the findings of this study are promising, certain limitations must be
acknowledged. First, the sample size, although sufficient for initial analysis, limits
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the generalizability of the results across broader educational contexts. The purpose
of this study was to assess how active learning strategies influence students’ ability
to understand and apply narrative techniques in literature classes. The findings reveal
that students who participated in interactive, student-centered learning activities
demonstrated significantly greater gains in literary competence than those who
received conventional instruction. These outcomes reaffirm the pedagogical value of
active learning and offer important insights into the development of more effective
approaches to literature education (Arabi, 2016; Portnova et al., 2020).

One of the most notable outcomes of this study is the extent to which active
learning contributed to students’ engagement with narrative structures. The
experimental group not only outperformed the control group in post-test assessments
but also exhibited increased motivation, collaboration, and critical thinking during
classroom activities. This suggests that when students are given opportunities to
manipulate narrative forms—by rewriting scenes, crafting stories, or visualizing plot
structures—they begin to internalize the literary devices traditionally taught through
lecture-based methods (Portnova et al., 2020).

These findings align with constructivist theories of learning, which posit that
knowledge is best acquired through active involvement in the learning process.
By transforming narrative technique instruction into an exploratory, participatory
process, students were able to move beyond rote identification of literary terms
and toward meaningful, context-sensitive applications. Such an approach resonates
with recent calls for pedagogical innovation in literature teaching, where creativity,
cultural awareness, and critical inquiry are central to learning (Arabi, 2016; Abdullina
et al., 2024).

In addition to academic performance, qualitative data from reflective journals
indicated notable improvements in students’ metacognitive awareness. Many
students reported that active learning activities helped them think more deeply
about narrative decisions—such as how point of view alters reader perception or
how time manipulation influences plot tension. This reflective thinking is a hallmark
of higher-order literacy skills and suggests that active learning does more than
support comprehension; it cultivates the ability to evaluate and manipulate narrative
constructs with intention (Toxambayeva, 2022).

Furthermore, students’ collaborative discussions often included the spontaneous
use of literary terminology and critical reasoning, indicating a more natural integration
of academic discourse into peer interactions. This supports the view that dialogic
learning environments facilitate authentic engagement with literary knowledge and
cultural meaning (Abdullina et al., 2024; Toxambayeva, 2022).

The shift in classroom dynamics also merits discussion. Observational data
showed that students in the experimental group were more willing to take creative
risks and share their interpretations, likely because the learning environment
emphasized process over correctness. The collaborative nature of tasks encouraged
peer-to-peer learning, reducing reliance on teacher authority and fostering a more
democratic exchange of ideas. This transformation in classroom culture is critical
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in literature education, where interpretive plurality and originality are often goals
(Toxambayeva, 2022).

Moreover, students who had previously struggled with literary analysis appeared
more confident when narrative concepts were presented through hands-on, visual,
or creative exercises. This finding underscores the inclusive potential of active
learning for supporting diverse learners, particularly those who may be disengaged
by traditional textual analysis methods (Portnova et al., 2020).

Despite the promising results, several limitations should be acknowledged.
The study was limited to a relatively small sample and a single academic term,
which may not reflect the long-term sustainability of the observed improvements.
In addition, differences in teaching style—even within the same pedagogical
approach—may have influenced the consistency of implementation. While care was
taken to ensure fidelity to the active learning model, variations in facilitation could
affect generalizability. The study was conducted within a limited timeframe (12
weeks), which may not capture the long-term effects of active learning on literary
competence. Furthermore, variations in teacher facilitation, student motivation, and
prior exposure to literary analysis may have influenced the results.

Future studies should consider a longitudinal design and include a more diverse
sample of students and instructional settings to validate and expand upon the current
findings. Building on the results of this study, future research could explore the
integration of active learning with specific literary genres or author studies, examining
how different narrative forms respond to pedagogical innovation. Investigations into
the use of digital and Al-assisted storytelling tools in narrative technique instruction
could also provide valuable insights into modernizing literature curricula (Abdullina
et al., 2024).

Additionally, studies examining teacher perspectives on implementing active
learning and the institutional supports required for sustainable practice would
contribute to the broader adoption of these methods. In conclusion, this study
affirms the pedagogical value of active learning in literature education, particularly
in teaching narrative techniques. By enabling students to engage creatively,
collaboratively, and critically with literary concepts, active learning fosters a richer,
more transferable literary competence. These findings offer a strong foundation for
reimagining literature classrooms as spaces of exploration, dialogue, and narrative
discovery (Arabi, 2016; Portnova et al., 2020).

Conclusion. This study examined the impact of active learning strategies on
students' literary competence, with a focus on their ability to understand and apply
narrative techniques. The results demonstrate that student-centered, participatory
approaches—such as collaborative storytelling, narrative mapping, and perspective-
shifting—significantly enhance learning outcomes compared to traditional, lecture-
based instruction. Both quantitative and qualitative data confirm that active learning
not only improves analytical skills but also increases engagement, creativity, and
metacognitive awareness.

The study contributes to the growing body of literature advocating for pedagogical
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innovation in literature education. It highlights the importance of creating dynamic
classroom environments where students actively construct knowledge, rather than
passively receive it. The integration of active learning methods has shown to be
particularly effective in helping students internalize complex literary concepts and
apply them in meaningful contexts.

Given these findings, educators and curriculum designers are encouraged to
adopt and adapt active learning strategies to meet the evolving needs of literature
classrooms. Future research should continue to explore diverse implementations of
active learning, including digital and multimodal platforms, across varied educational
settings and student populations.

Ultimately, enhancing literary competence through active learning not only
deepens students’ understanding of narrative but also empowers them to become
more reflective, critical, and creative readers and writers—skills essential for
academic success and lifelong learning.
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