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В 2016 году для развития и улучшения качества жизни казахстанцев 
был создан частный Благотворительный фонд «Халык». За годы своей 
деятельности на реализацию благотворительных проектов в областях 
образования и науки, социальной защиты, культуры, здравоохранения и 
спорта, Фонд выделил более 45 миллиардов тенге.

 Особое внимание Благотворительный фонд «Халык» уделяет 
образовательным программам, считая это направление одним из ключевых 
в своей деятельности. Оказывая поддержку отечественному образованию, 
Фонд вносит свой посильный вклад в развитие качественного образования 
в Казахстане. Тем самым способствуя росту числа людей, способных 
менять жизнь в стране к лучшему – профессионалов в различных 
сферах, потенциальных лидеров и «великих умов». Одной из значимых 
инициатив фонда «Халык» в образовательной сфере стал проект Ozgeris 
powered by Halyk Fund – первый в стране бизнес-инкубатор для учащихся 
9-11 классов, который помогает развивать необходимые в современном 
мире предпринимательские навыки. Так, на содействие малому бизнесу 
школьников было выделено более 200 грантов. Для поддержки талантливых 
и мотивированных детей Фонд неоднократно выделял гранты на обучение 
в Международной школе «Мирас» и в Astana IT University, а также помог 
казахстанским школьникам принять участие в престижном конкурсе «USTEM 
Robotics» в США. Авторские работы в рамках проекта «Тәлімгер», которому 
Фонд оказал поддержку, легли в основу учебной программы, учебников и 
учебно-методических книг по предмету «Основы предпринимательства и 
бизнеса», преподаваемого в 10-11 классах казахстанских школ и колледжей. 

 Помимо помощи школьникам, учащимся колледжей и студентам Фонд 
считает важным внести свой вклад в повышение квалификации педагогов, 
совершенствование их знаний и навыков, поскольку именно они являются 
проводниками знаний будущих поколений казахстанцев. При поддержке 
Фонда «Халык» в южной столице был организован ежегодный городской 
конкурс педагогов «Almaty Digital Ustaz. 

 Важной инициативой стал реализуемый проект по обучению основам 
финансовой грамотности преподавателей из восьми областей Казахстана, 
что должно оказать существенное влияние на воспитание финансовой 
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грамотности и предпринимательского мышления у нового поколения 
граждан страны. 

 Необходимую помощь Фонд «Халык» оказывает и тем, кто особенно 
остро в ней нуждается. В рамках социальной защиты населения активно 
проводится работа по поддержке детей, оставшихся без родителей, детей и 
взрослых из социально уязвимых слоев населения, людей с ограниченными 
возможностями, а также обеспечению нуждающихся социальным жильем, 
строительству социально важных объектов, таких как детские сады, детские 
площадки и физкультурно-оздоровительные комплексы. 

 В копилку добрых дел Фонда «Халык» можно добавить оказание помощи 
детскому спорту, куда относится поддержка в развитии детского футбола и 
карате в нашей стране. Жизненно важную помощь Благотворительный фонд 
«Халык» оказал нашим соотечественникам во время  недавней пандемии 
COVID-19. Тогда, в разгар тяжелой борьбы с коронавирусной инфекцией 
Фонд выделил свыше 11 миллиардов тенге на приобретение необходимого 
медицинского оборудования и дорогостоящих медицинских препаратов, 
автомобилей скорой медицинской помощи и средств защиты, адресную 
материальную помощь социально уязвимым слоям населения и денежные 
выплаты медицинским работникам.

В 2023 году наряду с другими проектами, нацеленными на повышение 
благосостояния казахстанских граждан Фонд решил уделить особое 
внимание науке, поскольку она является частью общественной культуры, а 
уровень ее развития определяет уровень развития государства. 

Поддержка Фондом выпуска журналов Национальной Академии наук 
Республики Казахстан, которые входят в международные фонды Scopus и 
Wos и в которых публикуются статьи отечественных ученых, докторантов 
и магистрантов, а также научных сотрудников высших учебных заведений 
и научно-исследовательских институтов нашей страны является не менее 
значимым вкладом Фонда в развитие казахстанского общества.

С уважением, Благотворительный Фонд «Халык»!
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Abstract. Globalization is gaining momentum in all sectors and in all directions. 
Qualitative changes in the global economy only reinforce this trend. The pace of 
this process is very high. At the same time, there is a divergent vector, that is, an 
imbalance of territorial development. This justifies the relevance of the research 
topic. Regional self-sufficiency and competitiveness have always been the main 
indicators of the development of the country's economy as a whole. And today it is 
a determining factor for the development of Kazakhstan, an indicator of economic 
growth. Kazakhstan pays special attention to the issue of self-sufficiency of its 
regions, regional development, their competitiveness and, of course, interregional 
cooperation. In addition, it is necessary to understand that this is not only an 
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economic factor of development, but even more a social, political and demographic 
aspect. But our state has its own characteristics. There are regions with good 
dynamics and indicators of economic growth, but low population growth potential 
is demonstrated. Moreover, to assess competitiveness, the use of various indicators 
can give opposite results, that is, show incorrect data. The issue of accounting 
differentiation, which can show gaps in generalized data and make it possible to 
increase the level of competitiveness, is very important. The scientific hypothesis 
is the need to define a methodology for assessing the self-sufficiency of a particular 
region. This is necessary to reduce the risk of impact on the assessment. The use of 
scientific methods, such as statistical or expert analysis, to determine the appropriate 
indicators of competitiveness is significant and necessary for their normalization 
and generalization of conclusions. In practice, this study can assist in the use of this 
methodology, as well as the data obtained in assessing the level of competitiveness 
of the region by the government of the country, research circles that work in the field 
of territorial development.

Keywords: digitalization, competitive advantages regional economy, financial 
management, valuation techniques, investments
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Аннотация. Жаһандану барлық салаларда және барлық салаларда қарқын 
алуда. Әлемдік экономикадағы сапалы өзгерістер тек осы үрдісті күшейтеді. 
Бұл процестің қарқыны өте жоғары. Сонымен бірге, дивергентті вектор, яғни 
аумақтық дамудың теңгерімсіздігі байқалады. Бұл зерттеу тақырыбының 
өзектілігін негіздейді. Аймақтық өзін-өзі қамтамасыз ету, бәсекеге 
қабілеттілік әрқашан тұтастай алғанда ел экономикасының дамуының негізгі 
көрсеткіштері болды. Бүгінде бұл Қазақстанның дамуы үшін айқындаушы 
фактор, экономикалық өсу көрсеткіші. Қазақстан өз өңірлерінің өзін-өзі 
қамтамасыз ету мәселесіне, өңірлік дамуға, олардың бәсекеге қабілеттілігіне 
және, әрине, өңіраралық ынтымақтастыққа ерекше назар аударады. Сонымен 
қатар, бұл дамудың экономикалық факторы ғана емес, сонымен қатар саяси 
және демографиялық аспектілері бар әлеуметтік фактор екенін түсіну керек. 
Бірақ біздің мемлекетіміздің өзіне тән ерекшеліктері бар. Жақсы динамикасы 
мен экономикалық өсу қарқыны бар аймақтар бар, бірақ халық санының 
өсу әлеуеті төмен. Сонымен қатар, бәсекеге қабілеттілікті бағалау үшін 
әртүрлі көрсеткіштерді қолдану керісінше нәтиже бере алады, яғни дұрыс 
емес деректерді көрсете алады. Жалпыланған деректердегі олқылықтарды 
көрсете алатын және бәсекеге қабілеттілік деңгейін арттыруға мүмкіндік 
беретін бухгалтерлік есепті бөлу мәселесі өте маңызды. Ғылыми гипотеза 
белгілі бір аймақтың өзін-өзі қамтамасыз етуін бағалау әдістемесін анықтау 
қажеттілігінен тұрады. Бұл бағалауға әсер ету қаупін азайту үшін қажет. Бәсекеге 
қабілеттіліктің тиісті көрсеткіштерін анықтау үшін статистикалық немесе 
сараптамалық талдау сияқты ғылыми әдістерді қолдану оларды нормалау және 
қорытындыларды қорыту үшін маңызды және қажет. Іс жүзінде бұл зерттеу 
осы әдісті қолдануға, сондай-ақ ел Үкіметі, аумақтық даму саласында жұмыс 
істейтін ғылыми-зерттеу топтары аймақтың бәсекеге қабілеттілік деңгейін 
бағалау кезінде алынған мәліметтерге ықпал ете алады.

Түйін сөздер: цифрландыру, өңірлік экономиканың бәсекелестік 
артықшылықтары, қаржылық менеджмент, бағалау әдістемелері, инвестициялар
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Аннотация. Глобализация набирает обороты во всех секторах и по 
всем направлениям. Качественные изменения в мировой экономике только 
усиливают эту тенденцию. Темпы данного процесса очень высокие. Вместе 
с тем наблюдается дивергентный вектор, то есть дисбаланс территориального 
развития. Этим обосновывается актуальность темы исследования. 
Региональная самодостаточность, конкурентоспособность всегда были 
основными показателями развития экономики страны. И сегодня это 
определяющий фактор для развития Казахстана, показатель экономического 
роста. Казахстан уделяет особое внимание вопросу самодостаточности его 
регионов, региональное развитие, их конкурентоспособность и конечно же 
межрегиональное сотрудничество. Кроме того, необходимо понимать, что это 
не только экономический фактор развития, а даже больше социальный, носящий 
политический характер и демографические аспекты. Но у нашего государства 
есть свои характерные особенности. Есть регионы с хорошей динамикой 
и показателями экономического роста, однако демонстрируется низкий 
потенциал прироста населения. Более того, для оценки конкурентоспособности 
применение различных показателей, может дать противоположные результаты, 
то есть показать неверные данные. Вопрос разграничения учета, который 
может показать пробелы в обобщенных данных и дать возможность повысить 
уровень конкурентоспособности, очень важен. Научная гипотеза заключается 
в необходимости определения методики оценки самодостаточности того или 
иного региона. Это нужно для снижения риска воздействия на проводимую 
оценку. Применение таких научных методов как, статистический, либо 
экспертный анализ, для определения соответствующих показателей 
конкурентоспособности значимо и необходимо для их нормирования и 
обобщения заключений. На практике это исследование может оказать 
содействие в использовании данной методики, а также данных, полученных 
при оценке уровня конкурентоспособности региона правительством 
страны, научно-исследовательскими кругами, которые работают в области 
территориального развития.

Ключевые слова: цифровизация, конкурентные преимущества 
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региональная экономика, финансовый менеджмент, методики оценки, 
инвестиции

Introduction
In modern conditions, signifi cant changes are taking place related to globalization, 

which manifests itself in almost all spheres of society, creates new conditions for 
the development of both the state as a whole and the regions in particular. In such 
conditions, regional competitiveness plays an important role, associated with entering 
the world market as independent subjects of the market economy, contributing to the 
growth of the country's economy as a whole. Trends in the development of regional 
competitiveness, changes in the competitive advantages of a particular region are the 
main drivers of the development of the economy of Kazakhstan.

Each region is a form of specifi c spatial organization of production based on the 
sectoral and territorial division of labor within the framework of the general national 
economy of the country. Each region is an economic whole, where the integrity will 
be higher, the more diverse the structure of the region will be diversifi ed and weak. 
The regional environment is a combination of competitive advantages that aff ect 
business performance in the region (Yasin, 2018). It should also be noted that the 
region specializes in certain types of activities and production, for which there are 
absolute or relative advantages each time, where absolute advantages are identifi ed 
from geographical, climatic and demographic conditions. Relative advantages are 
determined by the production potential, which makes it possible to implement cost 
reduction strategies (Uraltseva et al., 2017). 

Recent years have been associated with radical changes in the factors of socio-
economic development of the regions. The dynamics of these changes are so 
signifi cant that it is becoming increasingly diffi  cult to track the changes in order 
to capture the causal relationships between individual elements. That is why the 
researchers have focused on information resources, economic knowledge and, 
in particular, innovations not only at the international or national level, but most 
often at the regional and local levels. Today, the regions are a key platform for the 
development and formation of economic and innovation policy. There are processes 
of creation, absorption and dissemination of innovations in the regions. Knowledge 
of the innovative potential of the region and the needs of the economy is a necessary 
condition for increasing its innovative potential. In order for these processes to take 
place, it is extremely important to develop mechanisms for assessing competitive 
advantages that would provide up-to-date information on the need for regional 
actors to adapt to changing conditions through the development of existing and new 
competencies, building network connections, etc.

The purpose of the study is to develop methodological foundations for analyzing 
the competitiveness of the region. The developed methodological approach makes it 
possible to obtain more statistically sound and therefore more reliable estimates of 
the level of competitiveness of the region.

Materials and methods
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Research methods:
- content analysis of scientifi c publications, normative documents on the subject 

of research; 
- critical analysis of existing approaches to the defi nition and research of the 

studied problems; 
- statistical analysis: the study of time series, calculation of averages and indicators 

of variation, generalizing indices, association indicators; 
- an expert survey. 
Results and discussion
Competitiveness is an economic category that defi nes a strategy and includes 

the basics of designing, producing, distributing and consuming economic activities. 
Competitiveness is a characteristic feature of all elements of the economic system 
that arise in the struggle, and the purpose of which is to redistribute the market in 
their favor.

The problem of competitiveness is complex. There is no single defi nition of 
competitiveness, since its specifi city directly depends on the type of object (subject) 
or subject.

In economic theory, it is customary to consider competitiveness at diff erent levels: 
at the level of an enterprise, industry, region and country as a whole (Figure 1). Let's 
look at each of the types of competitiveness in detail.

Figure 1 - The pyramid of competitiveness

The regions also have competitive advantages. The problems of competitiveness 
of enterprises and regions are increasingly being considered in the scientifi c literature 
today. The issues related to the development of regional competitiveness growth 
points are considered.

There is a fairly wide range of competitive advantages in the region, which have 
diff erent classifi cations in the scientifi c literature. Table 1 shows the classifi cations 
based on diff erent grounds.



488

Bulletin the National academy of sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Table 1 - Classification of the region's competitive advantages
Classification feature Classification groups
The sphere of origin - natural and climatic conditions

- socio-political
- technical and technological
- organizational and economic
- cultural
- information

The nature of the appearance - natural
- artificial

The sphere of manifestation - in R&D
- in material production
- in non-material production (service sector)
- in regional management
- in the infrastructure

The reason for the 
occurrence

- due to market conditions
- caused by state policy in the field of competition regulation and 
state regional policy
- conditioned by the functioning of competitors
- arising for reasons related to the functioning of the region itself

Level - the lower ones 
- higher

Types of manifestation - economic 
- social
- technical 
- management

The influence and formation 
of the competitiveness of 
the region – the formation 
of the ability to compete in 
economic power

- formation of the ability to compete in the speed of development, 
creation or activation of the use of regional resources and conditions
- - formation of the ability to compete in successful adaptation to 
changing conditions and the ability to establish compliance of the 
parameters of regional development with the conditions of competition
- formation of the ability to gain higher competitive positions

Market coverage - in a separate market segment
- in several market segments
- in the market as a whole

Readiness for 
implementation

- real
- potential

Significance - basic
- providing

Elements of the strategic 
management system

- strategic
- tactical

Validity period - short-term
- medium-term
- long-term

The source of the formation - external
- internal

Degree of stability - sustainable
- unstable

Relation to price - pricing
- non-price
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Connection with the 
integration process

- integration
- non-integration

The significance of 
the impact on the 
competitiveness of the 
region

- significant
- non-essential

The nature of the 
distribution 

- relatively common
- relatively rare
- unique

Relations to economic 
interests

- manifested in consistency within regional economic interests
- manifested in the coherence of inter - regional economic interests

Attitudes towards innovation - traditional
- innovative

Connection with the type of 
development of the region

- related to intensive development
- related to extensive development

Connection to the value 
chain 

- related to the creation of a major share of added value in the region
- related to the creation of the main share of value added outside the 
region

In the process of theoretical research, an analysis of scientific and research 
literature was carried out. The following four main problems of competitiveness 
have been identified, which are highlighted by the authors: 

- what is "self-sufficiency"?; 
- how to define the "self-sufficiency of the region"; 
- determination of the methodology for assessing the self-sufficiency of the 

region; 
- methods for calculating the self-sufficiency of the region.
The very concept of self-sufficiency differs from one job to another. In their 

works, E. Chamberlin and J. Robinson argued that self-sufficiency is not only to 
be stronger among others, but also to increase one's capabilities in all areas using 
innovations (Chamberlin, 2001; Robinson, 2002). 

J. Schumpeter believed that the self-sufficiency of a subject can be understood 
through its ability to produce knowhow, generate new ideas (Schumpeter, 2008). In 
addition, self-sufficiency indicates the possibility of determining future actions, that 
is, forecasting the market for the future, taking into account existing competencies 
(Hammel, Prahalad, 2007). 

Thus, self–sufficiency is nothing but a multi-vector category. It contains elements 
such as public administration mechanisms, competition and monopoly.

The understanding of the competitiveness of the region is based on the following 
criteria: 

- ensuring a high standard of living for the population; 
- realization of the competitive potential of the region; 
Based on an extensive analysis of approaches to determining the competitiveness 

of territorial units, the author identifies 5 factors affecting the competitiveness of the 
region: 
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- National factors; 
- basic conditions;
- cluster portfolio;
- business climate; 
- effectiveness and strategic focus of the administration. 
In general, it can be noted that the issue of defining the concept of "regional 

competitiveness" remains controversial, due to the rapidly changing conditions 
in the globalized world economy, crisis phenomena in the economy and ongoing 
transformation processes. 

Today, the main issue is how companies make regional policy and influence 
economic development. For half a century, the development of economic geography 
and strategic management has been going on in parallel (Knight & Wójcik, 2017). For 
both of these areas, issues related to transnational organizations and entrepreneurial 
firms are relevant (Suire, 2019), as well as the environmental context that mobilizes 
the actions of both (Zhang, Jiang, & Cantwell, 2019). More recently, both fields have 
taken a dynamic turn, focusing on the fact that competitive advantage is a procedural 
phenomenon that develops and changes over time. 

Methodological issues of a comprehensive analysis of the competitiveness of 
the region are a rather controversial topic and are widely discussed in the works of 
many modern researchers. In addition, the opinions of the authors on this issue differ 
significantly. 

The OECD uses a very general concept of competitiveness, which is interpreted 
as "the ability of companies, industries, regions, nations or supranational regions to 
generate relatively high incomes and high levels of employment in the long term 
under conditions of international cooperation." This approach is of a resultant nature 
and is applicable to both companies and regions/countries. The disadvantage of 
this approach is that the assessment of a competitive position is static, rather than 
promising, which would allow taking into account trends and changes in the future.

Thus, at the regional level, socio-economic indicators are considered to assess 
competitiveness, as well as from which sources certain results are financed (Turok, 
2004). The sources of benefits are human capital, resources, technological capabilities, 
knowhow, as well as factors affecting the flow of these resources, namely government 
policies. A detailed analysis demonstrates that, in practice, the analysis of economic 
competitiveness is a specific approach to the analysis of economic growth. When 
considering the level of competitiveness of regions, their economic opportunity is 
considered in practice. Economic strength is measured by the size of the region's 
public income (Gorzelaka, 1997). Thus, the factors triggering competitiveness are 
the availability of communications, the know-how base, the diversification of the 
economic components of the region, the existing business institutions (Góralski, 
Lazarek, 2009).

Based on the above, we consider it advisable to place emphasis on the competitive 
advantages of the territorial unit. They are usually indicated in the strategic 
documents of the region. It contains a set of measures, and sometimes a roadmap for 
the transformation of the economy of a particular territorial unit, aimed at:
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- solving specifi c issues of the region through technological development,
- strengthening the advantages of the region, using its potential, 
- involvement of the private sector, introduction of technological production,
- full scaling of this process and encouragement of initiatives,
- building up the strengths of the region based on evidence-based policies and 

developing appropriate monitoring and evaluation systems. 
The concept of smart specialization fi rst appeared in the work of Forey et al. 

(2015), where it was defi ned as an entrepreneurial process of identifying areas of 
science and technology from specialization in which the selected region can benefi t 
(Figure 2).

Figure 2 - R&D potential as an element determining competitive advantage

R&D is a key element in building innovation in the regions, assessing their 
potential and competitiveness. A region's competitive advantage is an area in which a 
region has a greater than average concentration of factors compared to other regions 
of the country or with other countries. 

In practice, we can see various criteria for assessing the self-suffi  ciency of 
territorial units. Let's say analysts from the United States group the indicators into 8 
positions, which include: human capital, the presence of special development zones, 
appropriate government policy, tax preferences, security, technology, infrastructure 
development, openness, environmental friendliness, etc. (Electron, 2018). 

The level of self-suffi  ciency of the region can be assessed using quantitative and 
qualitative indicators of socio-economic development.

Today, in the domestic and foreign economic literature, there are a large number 
of methods for assessing the self-suffi  ciency of the region. Most of them are based on 
an assessment of the investment attractiveness of a territorial unit, vital activity and 
resource effi  ciency. This approach suggests paying full attention to certain indicators, 
with which you can measure the self-suffi  ciency of a territorial unit and the changes 
that aff ect the situation in a particular region in comparison with others. 

The algorithm for assessing the self-suffi  ciency of a territorial unit, proposed by 
Yu.A. Friedman, G.N. Rechko and Yu.A. Pisarov, is based on the analysis of fi ve 
competitively signifi cant factors (Figure 3). According to the authors, it is these 
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factors that most reflect all current regional processes. Separate competitiveness 
indicators are allocated for each factor (a total of 26 indicators are involved in the 
analysis).

Figure 3 - Indicators of the algorithm for assessing the competitiveness of the region's economy

However, when assessing the features of this methodology, there is a certain 
subjectivity of scientists in choosing the main factors of competitiveness development.

A critical analysis of the most popular methods presented above allowed us to 
develop our own methodological approach to assessing the level of competitiveness 
of the region.

As noted earlier, the most important disadvantage of widely used methods for 
assessing the level of competitiveness of a region is the significant inconsistency 
of those ranking positions that attribute individual indicators to the region used for 
generalized assessment. The generalization of such indicators and their reduction 
into a single integral assessment leads to the fact that the region is assigned a certain 
abstract rank in terms of its competitiveness, which does not reflect the true state of 
affairs. 

Therefore, in order to obtain a valid assessment of the level of competitiveness 
of the region, it is necessary to coordinate the assessments that the region receives 
on the basis of each individual indicator. This means that the integral assessment 
of the level of competitiveness of the region should include only those indicators 
that consistently characterize this level. Such consistency can be estimated based on 
the values of the correlation coefficient. At the same time, since the regional spread 
of indicators characterizing particular aspects of a region's competitiveness can be 
large and atypical values may occur in the distribution, it would be advisable to use 
Spearman's rank correlation coefficient here. This is a nonparametric analogue of 
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the Pearson coeffi  cient widely used in economic research. The Spearman coeffi  cient 
allows for correlation analysis based on data that diff ers from the normal distribution 
law. Some observations that diff er from the main set of values also do not lead to a 
distortion of the estimates of the relationship. 

To calculate the Spearman coeffi  cient, each value of the studied indicator 
is assigned a rank. Based on the obtained ranks of indicators, their diff erence is 
calculated and the coeffi  cient itself is calculated (Electron, 2018):calculated and the coeffi  cient itself is calculated (Electron, 2018):

where, d is the diff erence of ranks,
n is the number of ranked pairs. 
The assessment of the degree of consistency of the estimates of the region 

obtained on the basis of individual indicators can be carried out on the basis of the 
following methodological provisions: 

- if the coeffi  cient turns out to be less than 0, then the relationship between the 
indicators is reversed (with an increase in the ranking positions of a region in one 
indicator, its ranking positions in another indicator will decrease), then the joint use of 
these indicators in a generalized integral assessment of the level of competitiveness 
of the region is impractical; it is necessary to select another set of indicators;

 - if the coeffi  cient turns out to be greater than 0, then the relationship between 
the indicators is direct (with an increase in the ranking positions of a region in one 
indicator, its ranking positions in another indicator will also increase), then both 
indicators can be taken into account when deriving an integral assessment of the 
level of competitiveness of the region.

The rating method is a ranking of objects according to a certain principle: the 
highest (or lowest) value of the indicator is assumed to be 1, followed by 2, and so 
on. The advantage of this method is its ease of use.

We will show the implementation of the presented author's methodological 
approach to assessing the level of competitiveness of the region. Based on the results 
of a comparative and critical analysis of methods for assessing the level of regional 
competitiveness, it was decided to off er experts indicators grouped into three groups 
for evaluation - indicators of the scale of the economy, economic effi  ciency and 
investment attractiveness and activity of the region. 

The indicators of the scale of the economy included: 
- gross regional product per capita; 
- the volume of retail turnover per capita; 
- the volume of consolidated budget revenues;
 - the number of people employed in the economy. 
Economic performance indicators: 
- industrial production index; 
- the absolute volume of production of goods and services per inhabitant; 
- the share of profi table enterprises. 
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Indicators of investment attractiveness and activity of the region: 
- investments in fixed assets; 
- investments for 1 tenge in GRP;
 - index of the physical volume of investments, %; 
- R&D costs.
According to the developed methodological approach, experts were asked to 

evaluate the listed indicators. The results of the expert assessment of the significance 
of indicators of the scale of the economy are presented in Table 2.

Table 2 – The results of the expert assessment of the significance of indicators of the scale of the 
economy

The name
of the indicator

Expert assessments The 
sum 

of the 
ranks

Signif-
icance 
factor

Coeffi-
cient of 
varia-

tion, %

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Gross regional 
product per capita

3 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 3 35 3,4 13,5

The volume of retail 
turnover per capita

4 4 3 3 3 4 4 3 3 4 35 3,4 13,5

The volume of 
consolidated budget 

revenues

1 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 16 1,5 30,5

The number of people 
employed in the 

economy

2 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 14 1,3 34,5

S = (35-100/4)2+(35-100/4)2+(16-100/4)2+(14-100/4)2= 402 
W = 12*402 / [102 (43 - 4)] = 0,804

The value of the concordance coefficient indicates a fairly high consistency of 
expert opinions regarding the significance of these indicators. In order to select those 
indicators that will be included in the calculation of the integral indicator of the level 
of competitiveness of the region, it is also necessary to assess the typicality of the 
average value, which represents the significance coefficient in our methodology. As 
mentioned earlier, it is necessary to select those indicators for which the coefficient 
of variation will not exceed 33 %. Based on the results of the expert assessment, it 
can be concluded that the most significant indicators in this group are: 

- gross regional product per capita; 
- the volume of retail turnover per capita. 
The results of the expert assessment of the importance of economic efficiency 

indicators are presented in Table 3.
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Table 3 – The results of the expert assessment of the importance of economic 
efficiency indicators

The name
of the indicator

Expert assessments The 
sum 

of the 
ranks

Signif-
icance 
factor

Co-
effi-
cient 

of 
vari-
ation, 

%

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Industrial production index 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 28 2,7 13,5
The volume of production 
of goods and services per 

inhabitant

1 1 3 3 2 2 1 2 1 1 18 1,7 41,5

The share of profitable 
enterprises

1 1 2 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 14 1,3 34,5

S = (28-60/3)2+(18-60/3)2+(11-60/3)2= 104 
W = 12*104 / [102 (33 - 3)] = 0,502

The value of the concordance coefficient indicates a sufficient (moderate) 
consistency of expert opinions regarding the significance of the above indicators. 
Calculations also showed that for only one indicator in this group, the coefficient of 
variation did not exceed 33 %. Based on the results presented in the table, it can be 
concluded that the most significant indicator in this group is the industrial production 
index. Next, we will analyze the results of an expert assessment of the significance 
of indicators of investment attractiveness and activity of the region. Its results are 
presented in table 4. 

Table 4 – Results of an expert assessment of the significance of indicators of investment 
attractiveness and activity of the region

The name
of the indicator

Expert assessments The 
sum 

of the 
ranks

Signif-
icance 
factor

Coeffi-
cient of 
varia-

tion, %

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Investments in fixed 
assets

4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 3 36 3,5 13,5

Investments for 1 tenge 
in GRP

1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 14 1,3 34,5

Index of the physical 
volume of investments

2 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 16 1,5 30,5

R&D costs 3 4 3 3 3 4 4 3 3 4 34 3,3 13,5
S = (36-100/4)2+(14-100/4)2+(16-100/4)2+(34-100/4)2= 404 

W = 12*404 / [102 (43 - 4)] = 0,808

Based on the results of the expert assessment, the following were identified as the 
most significant indicators in this group: - R&D costs; -investments in fixed assets. 
This conclusion was made based on the fact that these indicators have a coefficient 
of variation of no more than 33%, and the coefficient of concordance for the entire 
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set of indicators was 0.808, which indicates a high consistency of expert opinions 
regarding the significance of these indicators. Thus, in the process of implementing 
the first stage of the developed methodological approach, based on the results of an 
expert assessment, the following indicators were selected as the most significant 
for assessing the level of competitiveness of the region: - gross regional product 
per capita; - retail turnover per capita; - industrial production index; - R&D costs; - 
investments in fixed assets. It should be noted that the selected indicators reflect the 
state of the economic rather than social spheres of development of the region to a 
greater extent. 

The practical significance of the study lies in the possibility of practical use of both 
the developed methodological approach and the assessments of the competitiveness 
of the region obtained on its basis by authorities of various levels, analytical centers 
and research institutes dealing with issues of territorial development. Further research 
will be associated with an increase in indicators and sample size in order to obtain 
a more complete assessment of the level of competitiveness of the region. At the 
same time, we primarily associate the expansion of the composition of the indicators 
taken into account with the inclusion of digitalization indicators in the analysis - an 
important trend in the development of modern society.

In order for the proposed scale to provide as complete and objective a description 
of the level of competitiveness of the region as possible, it is necessary to collect 
a sufficiently large pool of empirical research on this topic. which will allow us to 
more accurately characterize the level of competitiveness of the region.

Conclusion
Thus, the theoretical study presented by us allows us to draw the following 

conclusions. Firstly, economic theory has not developed a single definition of 
the term "competitiveness". At the same time, different types are distinguished: 
the competitiveness of the product, enterprise, industry, region and country as a 
whole. There is a close relationship and interdependence between these concepts 
of competitiveness at different levels. Secondly, the competitiveness of a region is 
the ability of a region to produce goods and services that meet the requirements of 
domestic and global markets, as well as create conditions for increasing regional 
resources in order to ensure rapid growth in the competitiveness of business potential. 
Sustainable GDP growth rates and the quality of life of the region's population at the 
global level provide values. Thirdly, a fairly wide range of competitive advantages 
can be formed in the region. The real use of such advantages is an essential condition 
for ensuring the competitiveness of the region. There are several classifications of 
competitive advantages in the literature, for various reasons, their different types are 
distinguished.

The article describes the concept of determining the competitiveness of the 
region, which should include, first of all, data and statistics, as well as indicators. 
Currently, it is difficult to identify the sources of the region's competitive advantages 
without data on its endogenous potential included in statistical information. The 
presented considerations on the competitiveness of the regions indicate that this 
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is a complex and multifaceted structure in which relying only on statistical data 
is not enough. Identifying the sources of the region's competitive advantages also 
requires effective interpretation and expert apparatus, the role of which is played by 
the processes of entrepreneurial discovery. Information about the region, provided in 
the form of factual data, is processed by heuristic methods into perspective visions of 
regional development. Growth and development of competitiveness is an important 
task of regional policy and the country. However, it should be remembered that this 
is also one of the intermediate goals. Its implementation, to the necessary extent, 
will provide a path to achieving the ultimate goals of the regional development 
policy. Consequently, regional policy becomes part of social policy, which, in 
turn, is a priority in building a high quality of life in the region and increasing its 
competitiveness.
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