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THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE 
STUDY OF INCOMES OF THE POPULATION AND THEIR FORMATION
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Аbstract. The article is related to the theoretical and methodological foundations 
of the study of incomes of the population and the process of their formation. The 
study of the income of the population is important for understanding the socio-
economic situation of people, as well as for developing effective policies and 
programs aimed at improving the well-being of the population. The article discusses 
various approaches and methods of studying the incomes of the population, as well 
as the main sources of information used for their analysis. Special attention is paid 
to theoretical models that help explain the processes of income formation of the 
population, such as the human capital model, the income inequality model and 
others. The article also discusses factors affecting the formation of incomes of the 
population, such as education, employment, market conditions, social programs and 
others. The causes and consequences of income inequality are investigated, as well 
as measures taken by the government and other stakeholders to reduce it. The main 
results of the study can be used to develop policies and programs aimed at increasing 
the level of income of the population, reducing income inequality and ensuring a 
more equitable distribution of income in society.

Keywords:labor income, income of the population, formation of income of the 
population, wages, labor market and employment
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Аннотация. Мақала халықтың табыстары мен олардың қалыптасу 
процесін зерттеудің теориялық және әдістемелік негіздерімен байланысты. 
Халықтың табысын зерттеу адамдардың әлеуметтік-экономикалық жағдайын 
түсіну үшін, сондай-ақ халықтың әл-ауқатын арттыруға бағытталған тиімді 
саясат пен бағдарламаларды әзірлеу үшін маңызды. Мақалада халықтың 
кірістерін зерттеудің әртүрлі тәсілдері мен әдістері, сондай-ақ оларды талдау 
үшін пайдаланылатын негізгі ақпарат көздері қарастырылады. Адами капитал 
моделі, табыс теңсіздігі моделі және т.б. сияқты халық табысының қалыптасу 
процестерін түсіндіруге көмектесетін теориялық модельдерге ерекше назар 
аударылады. Сондай-ақ мақалада халықтың табысының қалыптасуына әсер 
ететін факторлар, мәселен, білім, жұмыспен қамту, нарық жағдайы, әлеуметтік 
бағдарламалар және т.б. Табыс теңсіздігінің себептері мен салдары, сондай-ақ 
оны азайту үшін үкімет пен басқа да мүдделі тараптар қабылдаған шаралар 
зерттеледі. Зерттеудің негізгі нәтижелерін халықтың табыс деңгейін арттыруға, 
табыс теңсіздігін төмендетуге және қоғамда табысты неғұрлым әділ бөлуді 
қамтамасыз етуге бағытталған саясаттар мен бағдарламаларды әзірлеу үшін 
пайдалануға болады.

Түйін сөздер: еңбек табысы, халықтың табысы, халықтың табысының 
қалыптасуы, жалақы, еңбек нарығы және жұмыспен қамту
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Аннотация. Статья связана с теоретико-методологическими основами 
исследования доходов населения и процессом их формирования. Исследование 
доходов населения имеет важное значение для понимания социально-
экономического положения людей, а также для разработки эффективных 
политик и программ, направленных на улучшение благосостояния населения. 
В статье рассматриваются различные подходы и методы исследования доходов 
населения, а также основные источники информации, используемые для их 
анализа. Особое внимание уделяется теоретическим моделям, которые помогают 
объяснить процессы формирования доходов населения, такие как модель 
человеческого капитала, модель доходового неравенства и другие. В  статье 
также обсуждаются факторы, влияющие на формирование доходов населения, 
такие как образование, занятость, рыночные условия, социальные программы 
и другие. Исследуются причины и последствия доходового неравенства, а 
также меры, принимаемые правительством и другими заинтересованными 
сторонами для его снижения. Основные результаты исследования могут 
быть использованы для разработки политик и программ, направленных на 
повышение уровня доходов населения, уменьшение доходового неравенства и 
обеспечение более справедливого распределения доходов в обществе. 

Ключевые слова: трудовой доход, доходы населения, формирование 
доходов населения, заработная плата, рынок труда и занятость

Introduction
Employment income is the income of persons employed and the income of self-

employed persons. Employees receive income from the sale of their labor – wages, 
bonuses, commissions, tips, overtime and other forms of monetary remuneration. 
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Entrepreneurs receive income from the sale of another factor of production – 
entrepreneurial ability – and receive entrepreneurial income.

At the present stage, the problem of incomes of the population has become 
central, and the direction of further transformations and stability in society depend 
on its solution. Orientation to the market changes the nature, sources and structure 
of incomes of the population.

A retrospective analysis of the evolution of the views of economists on the problems 
of generating incomes of the population showed that for the first time, representatives 
of mercantilism raised questions related to the search for a source of income. At the 
same time, scientists of this direction associated the process of generating incomes 
of the population only with the sphere of circulation of commercial capital, and any 
production was considered only a means to ensure income. According to the theory 
of mercantilism, the income of the population and each individual is associated with 
the sale of goods (Atkinson, 2018).

The Physiocrats considered production as a source of wealth. However, the only 
kind of real income, in their opinion, was land rent, which was a gift of nature. All 
other income stemmed from it.

Table 1 - Theoretical and methodological rules for the situation of the population

Representatives 
of various 
economic schools

Methodological basis of the provision

classical political 
economy

They linked the problem of incomes and their distribution with the theory of 
value. Scientists have proposed a labor theory of value that derives the final 
basis of prices and the final source of income from labor costs in the production 
process.

Marxism The main thing in this theory is the substantiation of the essence of profit as a 
form of surplus value, which is created in the labor process. The surplus value 
created by hired labor is the source of income for all owners of the means of 
production. The creation of wealth and income is increasingly dependent on the 
general level of science and its technological application.

neoclassical Neoclassicists excluded from economic thought the question of the primacy of 
the sphere of production or consumption, for the first time announcing the close 
relationship of these areas through a single mechanism of interaction between 
supply and demand.

Keynesian used a macroeconomic approach in studying the income of the population. 
The problems of income and their distribution were considered by scientists in 
connection with the effective use of material, monetary and labor resources in 
society, the problem of employment.

institutionalism the process of income generation was interpreted with the help of non-economic 
factors and social elements were actively used. The formation of income in 
the sphere of production, scientists of this direction considered as the result of 
certain social functions - creation, management. The level of income, in their 
opinion, is the result of the balance of power between the agents of the economy 
and their groups. According to the theory of institutionalism, the market is not 
the only mechanism for generating income, and incomes are not always formed 
on the basis of marginal productivity.
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Thus, extensive knowledge has been accumulated in the field of income research. 
Modern theoretical developments of this problem have as a methodological basis 
the provisions developed by representatives of various economic schools: classical 
political economy, Marxism, neoclassical, Keynesian, institutionalism. These 
theoretical and methodological provisions, reflecting the evolution of views on the 
problems of generating incomes of the population, make it possible to clarify the role 
of the latter in improving well-being.

One of the shortcomings of the considered theories is the lack of a scientific 
apparatus that characterizes the essence and economic content of the population's 
income. Consideration of any economic category, including the category of "income 
of the population", involves the disclosure of such concepts as essence, content, form 
(Aleksandrova, 2020).

The essence of the category "income of the population" includes internal, 
common, the most important elements and connections that determine the content 
of this category and its nature as a whole. The essence expresses the specifics of the 
category, its place in the system of economic categories. In the essence of the category, 
its necessary aspects and relationships are fixed, therefore it is characterized by 
relative stability, static character, and qualitative certainty. The content of "income of 
the population" is a broader component in comparison with the essence, and is a set 
of elements that form it in their interconnection. These elements are embodied in real 
economic processes and are characterized by mobility and variability. Consequently, 
the content is based on the essence of the category, they are inextricably linked. You 
can say that the content of a category is its essence in dynamics, in development. 
Therefore, the content category is more specific than the essence.

Sertteu materials men adisteri
In the study of the population's income, it is methodologically important to define 

the categorical concept of income. Income is one of the most complex concepts in 
economics. Until now, there is no consensus in the literature regarding its definition. 
The definitions of income formed in scientific works have undergone significant 
changes. Our analysis of theoretical sources revealed that, depending on the goals of 
the analysis, the concept of income is defined differently.

Thus, the English economist J. Hicks noted the complex nature of the concept of 
income. In his opinion, the concept of income is only an approximation to reality, 
which is necessary to solve practical issues.

A.N. Dobrynin and L.S. Tarasevich define income as "inflow of money". We 
believe that the definition of the income of the population only through the inflow 
of money is incorrect, since it does not take into account their natural form. For 
any person, not only the growth of money is important, but also the most complete 
satisfaction of his needs for goods and services, and this can be ensured through 
non-monetary income. The rapid development of personal subsidiary plots of the 
population has led to the fact that most rural households and a significant part of 
urban households have a significant budget degree is focused on the flow of resources 
from this source. The role of in-kind forms of income from enterprises and the state 
is also great.
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According to another approach (Maslov et al.), the population can satisfy a 
number of their needs using the services of public health, education, culture and art 
institutions free of charge or at reduced prices. Commonly consumed goods form the 
income of a household, an individual.

In our opinion, subsidies and some state-paid services can improve living 
conditions. However, according to the System of National Accounts, various 
discounts and free services are not considered as income of citizens. However, at 
the level of an individual family, the use of free services and benefits increases their 
resources by saving the revenue side of the budget. Since any concept should reflect 
the essence of the object of study, in the interpretation of income only as an "inflow 
of money", in our opinion, it is not disclosed deeply enough (Bordeau, 2017).

The income of the population determines the satisfaction of human needs, its 
relationship with various sectors of the economy, economic behavior in various 
markets (labor, capital, goods and services, etc.). When characterizing income, in 
our opinion, it is necessary to use an integrated approach that would include its 
connection with consumption.

In our opinion, the definition of income proposed by J. Hicks is of interest: 
"income is the maximum amount of funds that he (an individual) can consume." 
Based on the concept of J. Hicks, the new System of National Accounts of 1993 
is based on the calculation of indicators, where income is defined as the maximum 
amount that can be spent on consumption over a certain period and at the same time 
save at the end of this period the capital that was at the beginning.

Another point of view is expressed by A.T. Zasukhin, who believes that “income 
... is characterized by utility and value. They are sold and bought (material goods 
and services – B.L.) at prices that fluctuate around the cost. There is another side of 
income - consumer, reflecting the vital unequal necessity, importance, urgency of 
various material goods and services. One cannot but agree that in the welfare system, 
not only the amount of income is important, but also the completeness of satisfaction 
of needs. The importance of the latter is noted by a number of scientists who are 
supporters of the "extended" concept of income.

A.A. Fedchenko defines the income of the population from the point of view of 
its reproduction, considering them as "a set of monetary and in-kind resources, as 
well as services correlated with the subsistence minimum and used to meet a variety 
of human needs in order to maintain an appropriate physical, moral, economic and 
intellectual level" (Sartanova, 2018).

We believe that the correlation of the income of the population with the subsistence 
minimum is important, since the latter is one of the indicators of the standard of 
living and allows you to determine the degree to which people are provided with 
life's benefits, means of subsistence, and their well-being.

It is important to determine the period for assessing income, although not all 
authors establish the frequency of its receipt. This issue is debatable. So, the shortest 
period for calculating income – a week – is adopted in the UK. The longest – is 
considered the length of the life of the individual. The latter is due to the fact that 
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income is influenced by the life cycle of a person. Throughout life, income is 
distributed more evenly than during the year. This is due to a change in the social 
status of a person. In our opinion, the shorter the period for assessing income, the 
stronger short-term fluctuations in their distribution will be. Based on this, in our 
opinion, the period of their evaluation should also be determined.

An analysis of various approaches to the concept of "income of the population" 
allows us to conclude that this category is most fully revealed by the understanding 
of income as a set of funds, material goods and services received by the population 
and individual citizens over a certain period of time from various sources, providing 
a certain level of satisfaction their needs.

Result and discussion
At the end of 2022, the average salary in the Republic of Kazakhstan amounted 

to 309,867 tenge, which is 23.8 % more than in 2021, in real terms, wages increased 
by 7.6 %.

From January 1, 2023, the minimum wage is set at 70,000 tenge.
The median salary in the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2022 was 204,149 tenge. 

Nominal wages increased by 23.1 % compared to 2021, up 8.7 % in real terms.
In 2022, in the regional context, the maximum average monthly nominal wage 

was set in the Atyrau region, which amounted to 523,210 tenge, in the Mangistau 
region – 459,953 tenge, in the city of Astana – 409,021 tenge.

The highest growth compared to last year was recorded in the Ulytau region – by 
36.9 %, the Mangistau region - by 31.6% and the Atyrau region – by 28.8 %.

The minimum wage is marked in the North Kazakhstan region – 227,021 tenge, 
Zhetysu region – 229,760 tenge, Zhambyl region – 234,526 tenge and Shymkent – 
234,729 tenge.

Table 2 - Number and average monthly wages of employees in the context of urban and rural 
areas by region

No. By region 1 toksan 2023 including
in an urban area in an urban area

average monthly 
nominal wage per 
employee, tenge

average monthly 
nominal wage per 
employee, tenge

average monthly 
nominal wage per 
employee, tenge

1 The Republic of Kazakhstan 340 636 357 466 291 399
2 Abai 282 665 281 383 285 560
3 Akmola 273 822 279 769 264 335
4 Aktobe 298 067 301 652 283 224
5 Almaty 277 721 252 894 288 393
6 Atyrau 618 420 603 819 663 186
7 Western Kazakhstan 292 400 326 270 229 829
8 Jambul 254 646 251 126 259 839
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9 Zhetysu 246 203 242 305 252 735
10 Karaganda 314 620 314 453 315 477
eleven Kostanay 274 646 290 285 237 959
12 Kyzylorda 293 498 295 569 290 548
13 Mangistau 509 818 581 367 296 794
14 Pavlodar 303 731 312 132 270 347
15 North Kazakhstan 241 102 254 155 226 187
16 Turkestan 257 874 233 214 270 126
17 Ulytau 450 889 478 526 269   042
18 East Kazakhstan 328 528 352 619 262 121
19 Astana 432 197 432 197 -
20 Almaty city 390 322 390 322 -
21 Shymkent 254 202 254 202 -

According to statistics, the salary of the city is higher than the salary of the 
village. Higher wages of workers are observed in Mangistau and Atyrau regions, the 
minimum wage is in Zhetysu and West Kazakhstan region.

 
Table 3 - Average monthly wages by main types of economic activity

No. By service area 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 
(January-
March)

Annual salary
1 Total 186 815 213 003 250 311 309 867 340 636
2 Agriculture, forestry and fisheries 115 371 130 178 150 705 190 086 179 388
3 Industry 260 538 285 521 327 090 418 811 474 938
4 Mining and quarrying 415 584 450 809 503 930 653 345 766 555
5 Manufacturing industry 209 406 234 496 276 544 349 930 391 999
6 Power supply, gas supply, steam supply 

and air conditioning 170 009 186 423 213 455 268 615 281 875
7 Water supply; sewerage, collection and 

control of waste distribution 123 377 131 072 154 587 189 274 201 884
8 Construction 243 293 252 504 300 887 416 940 472 084
9 Wholesale and retail trade; car and 

motorcycle repair 175 387 186 243 217 783 268 469 293 442
10 Transport and storage 229 848 252 955 292 124 386 787 437 364
eleven Accommodation and meals 156 503 184 065 206 349 272 811 338 783
12 Information and communication 262 261 291 254 340 545 436 980 541 218
13 Financial and insurance services 368 339 387 471 465 580 560 459 602 114
14 Real estate transactions 166 223 183 468 188 520 228 393 234 366
15 Professional, scientific and technical 

service 331 287 342 408 378 797 458 832 468 905
16 Administrative and support services 231 360 220 253 243 518 308 465 359 965
17 Public administration and defense; 

compulsory social security 157 152 185 666 208 859 263 843 290 149
18 Education 126 132 165 292 205 183 248 575 261 077
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19 Health and social services 133 499 175 484 227 618 249 834 273 128
20 Arts, entertainment and recreation 149 241 162 480 160 499 185 040 203 031
21 Provision of other types of services 218 738 226 625 248 249 292 656 249 425

We observe that the size of the average monthly salary for the main types of 
economic activity increases from year to year. Currently, the mining industry shows 
high wages in the field of activity.

Growth of wages: One of the priorities of regulation is to ensure the growth of 
wages of employees. In an effort to improve the living conditions of the population 
and increase purchasing power, governments and private sector organizations can 
take steps to increase the wages of workers.

Income inequality: Income inequality is a serious problem and trend assessment 
and regulation should include measures to reduce this inequality. It is important to 
strive for a more equitable distribution of income and better social protection for the 
poorest segments of the population.

Labor Market and Employment: An analysis of labor income trends should 
also take into account the state of the labor market and the level of employment. 
Increasing the level of employment and creating quality jobs can contribute to the 
growth of labor incomes of the population.

Inflation and the cost of living: Estimates of earned income should take into 
account the impact of inflation and the cost of living. The regulation of labor income 
may include measures to curb inflation and ensure the availability of basic goods and 
services for the population.

Education and Skills: In light of the rapidly changing global labor market, it 
is also important to pay attention to the education and skills development of the 
population. Educational programs and trainings can help to improve professional 
opportunities and raise working incomes.

The obtained data on the incomes of the population are subjected to statistical 
analysis and interpretation.

Conclusion
Theoretical and methodological foundations for studying the incomes of the 

population and their formation play an important role in the analysis of socio-
economic processes. Understanding the theoretical concepts and methodology for 
studying the income of the population allows developing effective measures to 
reduce inequality, improve living standards and social justice in society.

The labor income of the population is one of the important factors determining 
the standard of living and well-being of people. In this article, an assessment of 
trends in changes in the labor income of the population was carried out and the issues 
and priorities for their regulation were considered.

An assessment of the trends showed that in recent years, the labor income of 
the population in many countries has been growing, but the growth is not always 
uniform and fair. Income inequality remains a pressing issue, and some population 
groups such as young workers, women and low-paid workers often face low incomes 
and job insecurity [Davis,2018].
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To regulate the labor income of the population, it is necessary to pay attention 
to several priority areas. First, it is important to ensure a fair determination of the 
minimum wage level, which should provide decent living conditions for workers. 
This may include setting a minimum wage and updating it regularly to reflect 
inflation and changes in the average wage.

Second, workers' access to quality education and training needs to be improved 
to improve their skills and competitiveness in the labor market. This will 
allow workers to get better paying jobs and expand their opportunities to raise 
incomes[Tumashev,2020].

Thirdly, attention should be paid to reducing income inequality, especially in 
relation to vulnerable groups of the population. This may include the introduction 
of a progressive taxation scale, the provision of social benefits and the protection of 
workers' rights.

In addition, it is important to develop a social protection system that provides a 
minimum level of income for those who cannot work or find themselves in a difficult 
life situation. Such measures will help reduce social inequalities and ensure
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