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NAS RK is pleased to announce that Bulletin of NAS RK scientific journal has been accepted 
for indexing in the Emerging Sources Citation Index, a new edition of Web of Science. Content 
in this index is under consideration by Clarivate Analytics to be accepted in the Science Citation 
Index Expanded, the Social Sciences Citation Index, and the Arts & Humanities Citation Index. 
The quality and depth of content Web of Science offers to researchers, authors, publishers, and 
institutions sets it apart from other research databases. The inclusion of Bulletin of NAS RK in the 
Emerging Sources Citation Index demonstrates our dedication to providing the most relevant and 
influential multidiscipline content to our community.

Қазақстан Республикасы Ұлттық ғылым академиясы «ҚР ҰҒА Хабаршысы» ғылыми 
журналының Web of Science-тің жаңаланған нұсқасы Emerging Sources Citation Index-те 
индекстелуге қабылданғанын хабарлайды. Бұл индекстелу барысында Clarivate Analytics 
компаниясы журналды одан әрі the Science Citation Index Expanded, the Social Sciences 
Citation Index және the Arts & Humanities Citation Index-ке қабылдау мәселесін қарастыруда. 
Web of Science зерттеушілер, авторлар, баспашылар мен мекемелерге контент 
тереңдігі мен сапасын ұсынады. ҚР ҰҒА Хабаршысының Emerging Sources Citation Index-
ке енуі біздің қоғамдастық үшін ең өзекті және беделді мультидисциплинарлы контентке 
адалдығымызды білдіреді. 

НАН РК сообщает, что научный журнал «Вестник НАН РК» был принят для 
индексирования в Emerging Sources CitationIndex, обновленной версии Web of Science. 
Содержание в этом индексировании находится в стадии рассмотрения компанией 
Clarivate Analytics для дальнейшего принятия журнала в the Science Citation Index Expanded, 
the Social Sciences Citation Index и the Arts & Humanities Citation Index. Web of Science 
предлагает качество и глубину контента для исследователей, авторов, издателей и 
учреждений. Включение Вестника НАН РК в Emerging Sources Citation Index демонстрирует 
нашу приверженность к наиболее актуальному и влиятельному мультидисциплинарному 
контенту для нашего сообщества.
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UNIVERSALISM OF CREATIVE PERSONALITY 

(ON THE EXAMPLE OF GULZHAN UZENBAYEVA) 

 

Abstract: аlthough the concept of universalism – a creative versatility of a person – is infrequently 

found in scholarlyliterature, as a phenomenon, it is inherent in many musicians of different national cultures 

and eras. At the beginning of the 21stcentury, different types of creative personalities have developed in a 

ramification of the composer tradition of Kazakhstan: composers oriented towards national culture, towards 

Western academicism, and authors of a mixed orientation. Many musicians harmoniously combine 

performing, composing, teaching, research, organizational, leadership, and other talents. Concerning the forms 

of creative activity, universalism seems to be an intrinsic property of a professional musician in any ethnic 

tradition, in mass art, and in Western music until the 18thcentury. In modern conditions, the self-realization of 

a musician in various qualities again becomes relevant. Expanding the field of creative self-expression, it gives 

impetus to the manifestation of innovative thinking. Based on the analysis of the multifaceted activities of the 

composer, pianist, and teacher GulzhanUzenbayeva, various aspects of the universalism of the creative 

personality are revealed. The combination of the artistic means of two traditions (ethnic and modern 

westernized composer) reflects the universalism of style. Multidimensional self-realization (composer-

performer-teacher) contributes to greater demand and a successful career as a musician. Both the style and the 

career of a musician combine the features of syncretic (characteristic of oral traditions) and synthetic 

(characteristic of art music) universalism. The musical culture of Kazakhstan is of significant interest in the 

light of this topic because this culture has preserved various types of universalism,and unique ‘bicultural’ 

approaches to the study of this phenomenon have been formed. 

Key words: universalism in creativity, creative versatility, composers of Kazakhstan, composer-

performer, GulzhanUzenbayeva. 

 

Introduction. Universalism as a phenomenon 

of musicians’ multifaceted self-realization has 

always existed and goes back to the syncretism of 

creative activity in traditional culture. A holistic 

understanding of this phenomenon is associated 

with a wide range of issues from such areas as 

musical professionalism (oral tradition and writing), 

the creative process of the musician, psychology, 

and sociology of music. 

Despite the prevalence of the phenomenon, 

universalism has not been studied as an independent 

phenomenon yet. To date, there are several studies 

devoted to the universalism of personality, where 

the phenomenon of versatile activity and creativity 

 
7Among the authors of these works are Yu. Berestennikov [1], 

N. Gavryushin [2], N. Goncharenko [3], V. Garpushkin [4], S. 

Markov [5], V. Semina [6], E. Sinitsyn, O. Sinitsyna [7], Yu. 

Tolkachev [8]; 
8Works by Yu. Kremlyov [9], A. Solovtsov [10], K. Zenkin 

[11], D. Zhitomirsky [12] and others; 

of representatives of the different culturesand eras 

is considered, and attempts are made to determine 

the types of universal genius7. At the same time, 

studies on the creative biographies of musicians 

explore specific aspects of and approaches to 

universalism8. This phenomenon appears in art 

history and philosophical works exploring the 

psychology of creative activity. However, the 

universalism issue, combining writing and 

performing, and research, pedagogical and 

organizational activities of composers is currently 

little studied in Russian9 and English-language 

scholar literature10. 

9 The dissertation by Qin Qin [13] is a rare example of this 

topic; 
10Researches of foreign authors – F. Richards [14], S. G. 

Shewbert [15], R. Frost [16]. 

https://doi.org/10.32014/2021.2518-1467.155
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The musical culture of Kazakhstan is of 

significant interest in the light of this topic because 

this culture has preserved various types of 

universalism, and unique ‘bicultural’ approaches to 

the study of this phenomenon have been formed. 

Methods. The study of this phenomenon 

assumes an integrated approach and has an 

interdisciplinary character in the combination of 

musicological, musical-sociological, and musical-

cultural methods. The methodology of this work is 

based on the established typology of traditions. The 

very history of the phenomenon dictates this 

approach. From ancient times to the 20th century, 

almost all composers combined the composition 

with music performance. In the last century, there 

has been a tendency to differentiate musicians into 

performers-interpreters and performers-creators. 

According to the just statement of L. Cardassi and 

G.G. Bertissolo, by the middle of the 19thcentury, a 

specific hierarchy of musical professions was 

formed: “From then on composers were placed 

hierarchically above the – much less heroic – 

performers. Indeed, despite the highly technical 

needs required to perform the new music being 

created, performers have been seen as ‘executors’ of 

a score, expected to reproduce it in the most 

transparent way possible, blocking any intention of 

creating on, or – in the composers’ minds, altering 

– the composer’s creation” [17, p.6]. However, 

universalism is preserved in different layers of 

culture, and, including in connection with the 

composer’s creativity, provides many advantages. It 

promotes universal self-realization in modern 

conditions, ensures the performance of works and 

satisfies demand from the public. 

Depending on the type of tradition (oral, 

written), there are different ways of combining 

creative activity. In the conditions of Kazakh art, the 

phenomenon of universalism has its national 

specificity since it is conditioned by ethnic thinking 

and worldview, a deep connection with oral 

professional traditions, for which syncretism is 

typical. In the context of oral culture, the definition 

of ‘syncretic universalism’ is applicable – the 

fundamental inseparability of writing and 

performing in the creative process. 

An essential aspect of universalism is the 

simultaneous possession of a complex means of 

artistic expression within both traditions: ethnic 

Kazakh and Kazakh westernized. Even brought up 

in the conditions of an academic tradition, 

composers in various ways study and implement the 

compositional features of Kazakh music in their 

work. A. Raimkulova notes that through the 

complication of the musical language of 

transcriptions and the combination of elements of 

folklore with new composer techniques of the 

20thcentury, the so-called ‘stylistic biculturalism’ is 

formed [18, p.78]. Thus, from the perspective of 

style, almost every composer of Kazakhstan is 

universal, and this universalism can be called 

‘bicultural’. 

Musical and sociological foundations of 

the universalism of Kazakhstani composers. 

The fundamental distinction of contemporary 

composers-performers is a fundamentally separate 

existence in these two hypostases. Only in mass 

art,the existence of ‘syncretically’ universal 

musicians is possible, and academic music 

presupposes the universalism of a ‘synthetic’ 

quality. The work of such Kazakhstani composers 

as N. Mendygaliyev, A. Isakova, S. Yerkimbekov, 

A. Raimkulova, G. Uzenbayeva, K. Onalbayeva 

makes it possible to reveal both the modern 

specifics of universalism and the objective reasons 

for its existence and study. Its ‘surge’ falls on the 

generation of composers whose creative activity 

began in the 1980s. It is due to the education of 

‘superprofessionals’in the mainstream of the ideal 

Soviet society. 

Secondly, by this time, a stable system of 

music education had formed in Kazakhstan, in 

which it became possible to study two specialities. 

GazizaZhubanova made a significant contribution 

to the teaching of this generation of composers. 

During the years of her leadership, the teachers’ 

qualification in the Almaty Conservatoire 

significantly increased. The necessary conditions 

have been created for the manifestation of the 

creative potential of young composers. 

Thirdly, the increased level of performing 

culture in Kazakhstan – opera performances, 

symphony concerts – stimulated young musicians to 

expand the range of creative activities. 

Finally, the universalism of the younger 

generation opened up new opportunities. It provided 

higher chances for self-realization in various areas 

of musical creativity, such as composition, concert 

activity and teaching (both composingand 

performing arts), rather than a narrow specialization 

in one of the aspects. 

The universalism of Gulzhan 

Uzenbayeva’s creativity. A clear example of 

universalism in style and self-realization is the 

Honored Worker of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 

composer, professor of the special piano department 

at Kurmangazy Kazakh National Conservatoire – 

Gulzhan Uzenbayeva. She belongs to the fourth 

generation of composers in Kazakhstan, who 

vividly represent their national composer school in 

the country and abroad. Her multifaceted creative 

activity is representative ofthe modern musical 

culture of Kazakhstan. As the musicologist 

T. Jumaliyevanotes: “She is a unique, actively 
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thinking composer who created her peculiar style, a 

deep brilliant performer, a thoughtful teacher” [19, 

p. 453]. 

The genre diversity distinguishes the creative 

heritage of G. Uzenbayeva: from transcriptions of 

Kazakh folk songs to concerts, chamber works, and 

single-movement symphonic works. The composer 

uses pre-classical genres – Prelude and Fugue, 

Toccata, Fantasy for Piano, Variations for Organ; 

classical – Sonata for violin and piano, Cello and 

Piano concertos, Piano trio GAsEsA; romantic – 

Poem for piano and orchestra GasyrYelesi, concert 

pieces Samgau, Zharys. 

Currently Gulzhan Uzenbayeva is actively 

giving concerts. Her extensive repertoire includes 

masterpieces of Western European and Russian 

music and works by composers of Kazakhstan, 

including her own, which allows us to speak of 

intensive educational work. Along with solo 

concerts, G. Uzenbayeva annually prepares a 

number of the most complex chamber repertoire 

programs. 

Her pedagogical work is inextricably linked 

with the concert and educational activities of the 

musician. Among her pupils are laureates of 

international competitions. It is noteworthy that 

some of G. Uzenbayeva’sstudents compose 

themselves in a raw. At the heart of her pedagogical 

method lies in revealing students’ creative potential 

in different directions, including teaching pianistic 

skills from the composer’s point of view, which, in 

her opinion, is one of the essential components in 

the performing process11. 

The development and formation of the facets of 

the musician’s talent proceeded in a different 

rhythm, forming a kind of polyphony in which 

performance, music composition, and pedagogy 

complemented each other. Successful self-

realization in all areas is a noteworthy example of 

universalism. Analysis of the mutual influence of 

G. Uzenbayeva’scomposing, and performing 

activities explains her success and recognition in the 

modern culture of Kazakhstan. 

Discussion. Activity as a concert performer 

has a significant impact on the creative image of 

G. Uzenbayeva, expressed both in style and in the 

genre palette of the composer. Of particular interest 

in the light of this topic are those works in which 

she is simultaneously a composer and a performer. 

Noting the unity of the two professions, researcher 

A. Nusupova writes: “The author subtly senses the 

procedural nature of performing art, the 

psychological and physiological aspects of which 

find a kind of expression in the score” [20, p.11]. 

 
11From a personal conversation with G. Uzenbayeva. 

 

Thus, the interpenetration of the two spheres of 

creativity contributes to the fundamental 

enrichment of both. 

G. Uzenbayeva’spiano style is diverse; its 

richness is due to active performing activity. In her 

piano compositions, the features of her pianism are 

manifested in entirely different ways. For example, 

in Toccata (1982), various types of sub-voice, 

contrast and imitation polyphony are involved in 

developingthe thematic material, which indicates 

the composer’s polyphonic thinking. In the Piano 

Concerto A minor (1987), in the carefully 

developed symphonic drama, strict logic and 

classical harmony of conception are noticeable. 

“The work, which is distinguished by the lyric-epic 

and dramatic perception of the world,” writes 

T. Jumalieva, “was created at the junction of two 

worlds and two musical cultures – East and West. 

G. Uzenbayeva was inspired by Kazakh folk music, 

concerts of her favourite composers-pianists – 

S. Rachmaninov, S. Prokofiev” [19, p. 455]. 

Performing chamber-instrumental compositions 

in an ensemble with outstanding musicians allowed 

G. Uzenbayeva to study the acoustic, technical and 

expressive capabilities of various instruments and 

feel ‘from the inside’ the specifics of chamber 

genre, the logic of thematic development and 

interaction ofparts. Deep knowledge of the subtlest 

nuances and secrets of performing skills became the 

basis of her composing ideas. For example, in the 

Sonata for Violin and Piano (1984), the pianist-

composer reveals the ensemble properties of her 

instrument – the ability to concede gently to a 

partner and co-intonate. Thus, both in solo and 

chamber works of G. Uzenbayeva, the features of 

the pianistic thinking of the composer-performer are 

captured, subtly feeling the nature of the piano 

sound, its beauty, and richness. 

According to the stylistic guidelines of 

creativity, G. Uzenbayeva can be characterized as a 

kind of ‘post-neoclassicist’. Romanticism, 

neoclassicism, impressionism, and modern 

compositional techniques are the spheres of the 

musician’sartistic interests and professional 

searches. Over the years, her style has evolved 

significantly. In her student years, the young 

composer applied an experimental approach to 

creativity, used original means of expression 

combined with strict constructive logic. “At the 

beginning of my career, my musical language was 

complicated, I was very fond of modern writing 

techniques, but I always tried to ensure that the 

musical text was ‘embedded’ in accessible forms 

and was understandable to listeners and performers” 
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[21, p. 87]. Currently fluent in the style palette of 

academic music, she tends mainly to music in a neo-

romantic vein. Despite her academic education, her 

creative biography and the style of her works speak 

of the firm rootedness of her composer’s talent in 

traditional culture through purposeful training and 

the development of national traditions. 

The uniqueness of G. Uzenbayeva’sstyle is 

associated with the ability to synthesize 

contemporary and conventional elements of the 

language organically. She does not tend to stay in 

one emotional state for a long time. For example, 

Fantasy for Piano (1997) attracts listeners with a 

mobile and dynamic change of images, 

improvisational development, the brevity of 

utterance – properties characteristic of national 

musical art. At the same time, the range of aesthetic 

and stylistic components of the European tradition, 

sensitively perceived and synthesized in pianistic 

and composing practice, is also extensive. On the 

one hand, her work is diverse and universal in terms 

of genre. 

On the other hand, she unites in her creative 

heritage an almost exclusive interest in instrumental 

music. “She has more of a penchant for instrumental 

music. From the very first lessons, she proved to be 

an erudite musician”, writes G. Zhubanova, “she 

knew a lot of modern music and had a bright, 

refined, expressive talent and to some extent 

confidently mastered the technique of instrumental 

writing associated with intellectual thinking ... 

Gulya is one of those, about which people say – 

there is a divine spark!” [22, p. 235]. 

A striking example of manifold universalism is 

the piano piece Tocca (2018), written for 

K. Onalbayeva. In this work, G. Uzenbayeva 

develops her specific version of national harmony, 

rhythm, expands the range of the piano sound space 

due to sonoristic-colour effects, in the spirit of the 

ethnic sound image S. Utegaliyeva associates with 

the concept of ‘ethnic sound ideal’ [23]. It merges 

the features of the improvisational beginning of the 

European toccata, and at the same time, in harmony, 

the meter-rhythm features characteristic of Kazakh 

music emerge.An example is an initial theme 

(Figure 1). The modal intonation cell built on the 

pentatonic scale sounds, which is a synthesis of 

ancient baroque and Kazakh music, serves as the 

material for the thematic development. The 

dominance of the thematic core, or the so-called 

‘small cell’, organizes various levels of the musical 

texture and forms its integrity. 

 

Figure 1. G. Uzenbayeva. Tocca (2018) 

 
 

 

It is noteworthy that G. Uzenbayeva appears in 

this work, first of all, as a modern composer-pianist. 

This was reflected in musical space’s expansion, 

despite the miniature genre, the strengthening of 

chamberness (piano predominance), the 

combination of various timbre colours, the rhythmic 

complication (polyrhythm), the deviation of the 

tonal principle towards the modal (pentatonic). At 

the same time, the imitation of dombyra12 sound, the 

use of ‘ethnic sound ideal’13 (F. Bose’s term) in the 

middle part of the work, the improvisational 

development, inherent in traditional music,are the 

stylistic elements of the composition. An intimate, 

confessional tone distinguishes the Tocca. 

Everything is built on the colour of the piano sound. 

Such qualities of G. Uzenbayeva’sperforming and 

composing style as spiritual concentration and 

utmost brevity are manifested in it. 

 
12Kazakh traditional two-stringed lute chordophone. 
13S. Utegaliyeva defines it as "the timbre-register model of 

sound represented as an image, the concentrated expression of 

Thus, the artistic manner and 

G. Uzenbayeva’sstyle became the embodiment of 

the peculiarities of her versatile creative nature, 

characterized by the richness of musical 

imagination, ingenuity, a sense of inner freedom, 

and a desire for novelty. Her stylistic universalism 

is manifested in the pianistic richness, the 

combination of ethnic and universal. 

G. Uzenbayeva, brought up in academic conditions 

but firmly rooted in traditional culture through 

purposeful training and mastering national 

traditions, made a significant contribution to the 

development of Kazakhstani pianism. 

Conclusion. Using the example of 

G. Uzenbayeva’screativity, it becomes evident that 

the skills acquired in performing, pedagogical and 

social work had a beneficial effect on her 

composer’s activity. The universalism of the 

sound nations of the Turkic People, its transformation - from 

throat sound to instrumental ‘voice’ [24, p. 517]. 
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composer-pianist finds various manifestations, on 

the one hand, in a style where bicultural style 

guidelines are visible: the oral traditions of the 

Kazakh people and academic music. On the other 

hand, in creative self-realization, the synthetic type 

characteristic of written traditions is revealed. Thus, 

universalism contributes to more successful self-

realization in modern conditions, ensures the 

performance of works, and often is associated with 

the peculiarities of upbringing and the specifics of 

the ethnic Kazakh culture. 

This material does not exhaust the whole 

variety of universalism manifestations in the 

musical culture of Kazakhstan. For a complete 

panorama of the universal and nationally specific in 

this phenomenon, it is necessary to study the 

creative biographies and works of composers of the 

current generation, self-actualizing in this way, and 

trace the parallels between composers’, traditional, 

and mass music. However, these problems are the 

subject of independent research beyond the scope of 

this article. 

These days, musicians are required to be 

flexible and versatile in their professional activities. 

They have a specific motivation that distinguishes 

them from the first and modern generations. 

Composers-instrumentalists performing on the 

current concert stage develop and expand the 

repertoire, engage in educational activities, promote 

national art outside Kazakhstan. Further study of the 

phenomenon of universalism can influence the 

transformation of educational programs for the 

training of composers and performers. 

 

 

Калибаева А.С. 
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ШЫҒАРМАШЫЛЫҚ ТҰЛҒАНЫҢ ӘМБЕБАПТЫҒЫ 

(ГҮЛЖАН УЗЕНБАЕВАНЫҢ МЫСАЛЫНДА) 

 

Аннотация: "әмбебаптылық" ұғымы арнайы әдебиеттерде іс жүзінде кездеспесе де, құбылыс 

ретінде ол әртүрлі ұлттық мәдениеттер мен дәуірлердегі көптеген музыканттарға тән. ХХІ ғасырдың 

басында Қазақстанның тармақталған композиторлық дәстүрінде әр түрлі шығармашылық тұлғалар 

қалыптасты. Олар: ұлттық мәдениетке, батыс академизміне бағдар алған композиторлар және де 

аралас бағытты ұстанған авторлар. Бұл авторлардың арасында орындаушылық, композиторлық, 

педагогтық, зерттеушілік, ұйымдастырушылық, басқарушылық және де басқада қырынан үйлесім таба 

білетін музыканттар аз емес. Шығармашылық қызмет түрлеріне қатысты әмбебаптылық кез-келген 

этникалық дәстүрде, бұқаралық өнерде, сондай-ақ XVIII ғасырға дейінгі батыс музыкасында кәсіби 

музыканттың имманентті қасиеті болып көрінеді. Қазіргі жағдайда музыканттың әр қырынан өзін-өзі 

танытуы,  қайтадан өзекті бола бастады. Шығармашылық  қарымын кеңейте отырып, ол тың 

инновациялық ойлардан серпіліс табады. Композитор, пианист және педагог Гүлжан Узенбаеваның 

санқырлы қайраткерлік қасиетін талдау негізінде шығармашылық тұлғаның әмбебапты түрлі 

аспектілері ашылады. Екі дәстүрдің (этникалық және жаңа еуропалық композиторлық) көркемдік 

бейнелеу құралдарының үйлесімі стильдің әмбебаптығын көрсетеді. Жан-жақты өзін-өзі шыңдау 

(композитор-орындаушы-педагог) музыканттың үлкен сұранысқа ие болуына, табысты болуына ықпал 

етеді. Музыканттың стилінде, мансабында, синкретикалық (ауызша дәстүрлерге тән) және 

синтетикалық (академиялық өнерге тән) типтегі әмбебаптылық белгілері біріктірілген. Қазақстанның 

музыкалық мәдениеті осы тақырып бойынша айтарлықтай қызығушылық танытады, өйткені бүгінге 

дейін әмбебаптықтың әртүрлі типтері сақталып, осы феноменді зерттеуге ерекше "бикультуралық" 

тәсілдер қалыптастырылды. 

Түйін сөздер: шығармашылықтағы әмбебаптық, Қазақстан композиторлары, композитор-

орындаушы, Гүлжан Узенбаева. 
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Аннотация: хотя понятие «универсализм» практически не встречается в специальной 

литературе, как явление он присущ многим музыкантам разных национальных культур и эпох.На 

начало ХХI века в разветвленной композиторской традиции Казахстана сложились разные типы 

творческих личностей: композиторы, ориентированные на национальную культуру, на западный 

академизм, авторы смешанной направленности. Среди них немало музыкантов, гармонично 

сочетающих исполнительские, композиторские, педагогические, исследовательские, организаторские, 

руководительские и другие таланты. В отношении форм творческой деятельности универсализм 

представляется имманентным свойством музыканта-профессионала в любой этнической традиции, в 

массовом искусстве, а также в западной музыке до XVIII века. В современных условиях 

самореализация музыканта в различных качествах снова становится актуальной. Расширяя поле 

творческого самовыражения, она дает импульс к проявлению новаторского мышления. На основе 

анализа многогранной деятельности композитора, пианистки и педагога ГульжанУзенбаевой 

раскрываются различные аспекты универсализма творческой личности. Совмещение средств 

художественной выразительности двух традиций (этнической и новоевропейской композиторской) 

отражает присущий ей универсализм стиля. Многоплановая самореализация (композитор-

исполнитель-педагог) способствует большей востребованности и успешной карьере музыканта. И в 

стиле, и в карьере музыканта совмещаются черты универсализма синкретического (свойственные 

устным традициям) и синтетического (характерные для академического искусства) типа. Музыкальная 

культура Казахстана представляет существенный интерес в свете данной тематики, поскольку до 

нашего времени сохраняются разные типы универсализма и сформированы особые «бикультурные» 

подходы к изучению данного феномена.  

Ключевые слова: универсализм в творчестве, композиторы Казахстана, композитор-

исполнитель, Гульжан Узенбаева. 
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