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NAS RK is pleased to announce that Bulletin of NAS RK scientific journal has been accepted 
for indexing in the Emerging Sources Citation Index, a new edition of Web of Science. Content 
in this index is under consideration by Clarivate Analytics to be accepted in the Science Citation 
Index Expanded, the Social Sciences Citation Index, and the Arts & Humanities Citation Index. 
The quality and depth of content Web of Science offers to researchers, authors, publishers, and 
institutions sets it apart from other research databases. The inclusion of Bulletin of NAS RK in the 
Emerging Sources Citation Index demonstrates our dedication to providing the most relevant and 
influential multidiscipline content to our community.

Қазақстан Республикасы Ұлттық ғылым академиясы «ҚР ҰҒА Хабаршысы» ғылыми 
журналының Web of Science-тің жаңаланған нұсқасы Emerging Sources Citation Index-те 
индекстелуге қабылданғанын хабарлайды. Бұл индекстелу барысында Clarivate Analytics 
компаниясы журналды одан әрі the Science Citation Index Expanded, the Social Sciences 
Citation Index және the Arts & Humanities Citation Index-ке қабылдау мәселесін қарастыруда. 
Web of Science зерттеушілер, авторлар, баспашылар мен мекемелерге контент 
тереңдігі мен сапасын ұсынады. ҚР ҰҒА Хабаршысының Emerging Sources Citation Index-
ке енуі біздің қоғамдастық үшін ең өзекті және беделді мультидисциплинарлы контентке 
адалдығымызды білдіреді. 

НАН РК сообщает, что научный журнал «Вестник НАН РК» был принят для 
индексирования в Emerging Sources CitationIndex, обновленной версии Web of Science. 
Содержание в этом индексировании находится в стадии рассмотрения компанией 
Clarivate Analytics для дальнейшего принятия журнала в the Science Citation Index Expanded, 
the Social Sciences Citation Index и the Arts & Humanities Citation Index. Web of Science 
предлагает качество и глубину контента для исследователей, авторов, издателей и 
учреждений. Включение Вестника НАН РК в Emerging Sources Citation Index демонстрирует 
нашу приверженность к наиболее актуальному и влиятельному мультидисциплинарному 
контенту для нашего сообщества.
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THEORETICAL AND LEGAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE GENESIS OF THE GENDER 

MOVEMENT AND FEATURES OF THE FORMATION OF THE THEORY OF FEMINISM 

 

Abstract: аfter gaining sovereignty, the Republic of Kazakhstan pays close attention to the problem 

of ensuring women’s rights. The ongoing processes of the democratization of our society, socio-cultural and 

political transformations in the CIS countries have created both new opportunities and certain obstacles to 

achieving gender equality. From the point of view of the international law, gender policy has the interest as 

theory of gender equality that underlies the women’s liberation movement. Already in the late 70-th in the 

twentieth century, feminist movements in the civilized countries of Europe became widespread. Feminism, 

inspired by socialist ideals, has its main goal as the fight against all forms of exploitation, including the 

exploitation of women, understood in the broad sense. Now an important and necessary condition for building 

the democratic state, governed by the rule of law, is the formation and development of sustainable non-

governmental sector that will ensure, along with state bodies, the free and real participation of the citizens in 

decision-making and management of social processes, thereby strengthening civil society. It is an axiom that 

women’s non-governmental organizations play the special role in the development of the civil society; today 

they are the real social force that can influence the legal policy of our country. In this regard, we need strong 

international legal framework and stable legislation that allows women’s organizations to develop 

independently and participate in the political life of the state, society and the world community. 

Key words: feminism, transformative politics, global feminism, inequality, subordination of women, 

gender equality theory, feminist social theory, gender differences, women’s identity, feminist philosophy. 

 

The relevance of the topic. Theoretical and 

legal analysis of the Genesis of the global women’s 

movement allows us to conclude that in the 

twentieth century the feminist theory of sex equality 

and the movement for women’s liberation turned 

into phenomenon, civilizational scale with 

expanded philosophical concept based on the 

developed methodological basis and legal ideas of 

gender equality. The thesis substantiates the concept 

of “gender equality” as the granting of equal rights 

to men and women. At the same time, this provision 

is based on the differentiation of rights and 

freedoms based on gender, granting special, specific 

rights to women. With this approach, it is possible 

to better ensure the right to personal integrity and 

freedom of women, political and other rights, as 

well as their social protection [1, P.7]. This article 

reveals the international legal features of the 

interaction of women’s international organizations 

for the protection of women’s rights in open society, 

as well as the active strengthening of the role of the 

women’s movement, which together caused the 

birth of new relations. 

Materials and methods of research. The 

methodological basis of our article is: dialectical 

approach to the consideration of the problem with 

the use of general, particular and special methods of 

scientific knowledge - system, comparative legal, 

historical, formal legal, sociological and cultural. 

Research results. The article reveals the 

meaning and content of the main UN documents in 

the formation of the world women’s movement. An 

analysis of the activities of this international 

organization, as well as international documents 

adopted by the UN, allows us to conclude that today 

the world has made great progress in protecting and 

promoting women’s rights. The most important 

were the last thirty-five years, during which the 

main problematic areas of women’s rights were 

identified, international standards for achieving 

gender equality were developed and adopted, and 

international agreements were reached to achieve 

true equality between men and women [2, P.10]. 

The article analyzes the degree of activity of 

women’s non-governmental organizations in the 

formation and implementation of the state gender 
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policy, which is currently quite high in Kazakhstan. 

We believe it is possible to conclude that in their 

evolutionary development, women’s organizations 

have passed the number of stages from the 

formation, the choice of main tasks, to the status of 

lobbying NGOs. Women’s NGOs often accumulate 

vast knowledge of gender concepts and approaches, 

including international ones, which is not always 

available to state bodies. Women’s NGOs have 

reached the point, where they can act as both 

partners of the state and, if necessary, strong 

opponents. 

Historical analysis of the current legislation of 

Kazakhstan, regulating the development of the civil 

society allows us to conclude that at present, our 

country has in principle created an international 

legal framework for the development of women’s 

organizations that have the significant impact on 

solving socio-cultural and political problems [3, 

P.58]. However, there are the problems, related to 

the implementation of legal opportunities. First of 

all, this is due to the low level of legal awareness of 

women, especially those, living in rural areas, the 

presence of patriarchal, often discriminatory 

customs, and existing negative stereotypes about 

women, which significantly undermines the 

effectiveness of the state gender policy in our state. 

In this regard, we believe that the main directions of 

the development of women’s organizations should 

be related to improving the legal culture of women. 

The international legal analysis of the content 

of normative legal acts of Kazakhstan, regulating 

the issues of ensuring women’s rights suggests that 

Kazakhstan has higher level of social protection for 

women, high level of ensuring women’s access to 

education, effective state regulation and promotion 

of women’s involvement in entrepreneurship. 

Women’s political rights, which allow women to 

participate in decision-making at various levels of 

government, are the least effective in regulating 

state gender policy. In this regard, we consider it 

necessary to conduct gender expertise at the state 

level of the most important legislative acts related 

to the human rights. 

Beginning in the nineteenth century, women, 

who had been considered inferior throughout 

history, gradually began to win more and more legal 

rights and opportunities. In different civilizations of 

the world, women occupied very different social 

position. But men had much more rights, and 

considered themselves superior to women, the so-

called strong half of humanity [4, P.17]. 

The beginning of the first public debate about 

the properties, place, role and opportunities of 

women were mainly men (Plato, Aristotle, Thomas 

Aquinas, Agrippa of Nottingham), but since the XV 

century, women’s voices are beginning to be heard 

in the society. 

The woman, who first wrote about the rights 

and dignity of her sex, was probably the French 

Christina de Pisan (1364-1430). In her Book “On 

the city of women”, published in 1504, she defended 

women’s right to education and political influence. 

One of the earliest documents written in the spirit of 

feminist ideology is the “Declaration of the rights of 

women and citizens”, published by the French 

writer Olympia de Gouges in 1791 [5, P.67]. 

The classic text of feminism is considered to be 

the book of the English writer Mary Wollstonecraft 

“In defense of women’s rights”, published during 

the French revolution. However, it was only after 

the famous meeting of women in Seneca Falls (New 

York) in the United States in 1848, the publication 

of the “Declaration of feelings” and the number of 

resolutions on women’s rights that the actual 

feminist thought and organized women’s movement 

began to develop. The “Declaration of feelings” was 

published as the response to the previously 

proclaimed Declaration of Independence. 

It raised issues of women’s social, civil and 

religious rights and freedoms. The authors set out to 

bring the status of women, albeit belatedly, in line 

with the changes those were made in the lives of 

men by the generation of the liberating fathers. It 

was emphasized that the revolution in the United 

States gave women promises that were never 

realized [6, P.192]. 

At the initial stage, feminists did not use the 

term “feminism”, but called themselves “defenders 

of women’s rights”. The word “feminism” by itself 

comes from the Latin “femina”, i.e. woman. It was 

introduced into scientific use by the French 

socialistic theorist Charles Fourier in the first half of 

the nineteenth century. He wrote about “new 

woman”, who would participate in changing social 

life, and at the same time change herself in the 

society, based on Association and reciprocity. 

Fourier was convinced that “women’s 

empowerment is the main source of social progress” 

[7, P.64]. 

In the scientific literature, it is generally 

accepted that the political language and goals of 

feminism originated in the era of the French 

revolution and the Enlightenment. Although many 

Anglo-American researchers discover the ideas of 

feminism in the seventeenth century and even in 

earlier history [8, P.169]. 

In historical development, women reformers 

and their sympathizers of the stronger sex became 

increasingly convinced that suffrage was of 

paramount importance and was the key to further 

progress [9, P.145]. 
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Relatively free from prejudice States (New 

Zealand, Australia, Finland, Norway) granted 

women the right to vote before the First World War. 

In other countries, the struggle grew. It acquired the 

special drama in England, where in 1903 militant 

wing of the suffragette movement was formed, led 

by Emmeline Pankhurst. Their apparent 

professional prowess crushed many arguments 

against the political equality, and in order to prevent 

the suffrage campaign from resuming, the British 

government granted women the right to vote. The 

example of the British was followed by the United 

States and many other countries. 

The problems caused by the difficulties of the 

Second World War and the subsequent restoration 

of the world economy pushed feminism into the 

background, although the feminists themselves did 

not disappear, they simply became invisible. The 

shock of the war and the shortage of men made the 

usual traditional relationships relevant. 

Until the mid-60s, problems related to the 

differences between the sexes in the society were 

not considered politically important. The different 

social, economic, and political roles of women and 

men were considered “natural” and inevitable in the 

socio-humanitarian literature. Traditional political 

theory has played the role in maintaining this kind 

of belief, generally ignoring differences between the 

sexes in theoretical analysis. 

The subsequent rapid development of the 

women’s movement and feminist thought since the 

late 60s contributed to the rethinking of many 

traditional theories that did not take into account the 

significance of gender (socio-gender) differences in 

society [10, P.5]. 

Well-known feminist theorists drew attention 

to the division of roles between the sexes, which is 

characteristic of all societies, modern and ancient, 

and showed the political significance of this 

division. In the twentieth century, feminism 

developed into the distinct ideology, offering 

concepts and theories that challenged many claims 

of traditional political thought. In particular, 

feminism pointed to the political nature of relations 

between the sexes, the dominance of men and the 

subordination of women in most or even all 

societies. Many male thinkers before the advent of 

feminism also noted the fact of gender inequality, 

but recognized it as an unchangeable and even 

desirable feature of the social life. On the contrary, 

feminism is characterized by the belief that social 

inequality of the sexes and the oppression of one sex 

by the other can and should be overcome. 

Nowadays, in modern science, there is no 

universal definition for such diverse and internally 

contradictory phenomenon as feminism. In the 

Oxford dictionary of sociology, feminism is defined 

as the theory of gender equality in society, as well 

as the social movement, aimed at achieving equality 

between the sexes, primarily by empowering 

women in all spheres of life. In Encyclopedia of 

Feminism, there are more than 300 definitions of 

“feminism”. The author notes that “currently there 

are only a lot of individual definitions of feminism, 

and its fundamental definition is still under 

discussion”. 

However, in Western European 

historiography, historical feminology has long been 

an independent scientific discipline. Its 

development is mainly in two directions: the study 

of changes in the social status and role functions of 

women in the society, and related issues of self-

identification and the search for ways of self-

actualization and socialization in the changing 

society, and the study of “women’s history”, i.e. 

history, written from the perspective of women’s 

experience. In Russian historiography, research in 

the field of feminology began to appear relatively 

recently - in the early 90’s. 

Unfortunately, by the end of the 80’s, and 

especially during the 90’s, the balance between the 

ideas of freedom, equality and justice was broken. 

In the United States, Canada, England, and many 

other countries of Western Europe, and after the 

collapse of the socialist camp and in the countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe, the prevailing policy of 

neoliberalism and polarization of the society, 

violation of the principle of equality, not to mention 

justice. In the new shell, the once relatively 

progressive principle of liberal individualism 

underwent the significant transformation: the main 

thing was not the identification of true individuality, 

but freedom in the disposal of private property. 

The accumulated experience of the Western 

women’s movement has shown that only an 

independent strategy formulated by women and not 

for them, can really change the position of women 

in society and, thereby, makes society more 

humane. 

By the time of the collapse of the former Soviet 

Union in the early 1990s, women’s NGOs around 

the world had achieved much to change the 

established views of the society. The United Nations 

has played a huge role in this, and over the past three 

decades it has been Central driving force for 

promoting women’s rights and improving their 

situation in all countries of the world. Expanding the 

scope of the UN’s humanitarian activities has 

significantly brought its positions closer to the goals 

of international public (non-governmental) 

organizations and objectively expanded the base of 

cooperation between them in the field of 

international legal gender equality. 
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If we look at this problem in traditional Muslim 

States, in most Arab countries, Islam does not 

encourage Eastern women to seek education and 

participate in socially useful work. Women’s 

interests are still limited to their families and homes. 

However, more and more students are entering the 

women’s departments of Arab universities. It is 

significant that the representation of women in 

legislative and executive bodies in Asian countries 

has increased significantly in recent years. 

Conclusion. According to the current opinion 

of representatives of women’s organizations, 

complete victory is still far away. Thus, physical 

and sexual violence against women was one of the 

first problems of the early 1990s, while political and 

economic discrimination also remained the same. 

Negative changes have occurred in almost all areas 

of life support (nutrition, medical and household 

services, education, etc.) in many countries of the 

world, women are still deprived of basic rights, even 

the right to choose their own husband. 

UN statistics show that women make up more 

than 50% of the world’s population at the end of the 

twentieth century; their share in production is 2/3, 

while they receive only 10% of all income and own 

1% of all property. The “Human Development 

Report 2015”, prepared by the UN for the VII World 

Conference on Women (Beijing), notes that the 

differences between the sexes were the most 

persistent, despite the relentless struggle for equal 

opportunities for women and men. Women make up 

70% of the poor, 2/3 of the illiterate people in the 

world; they occupy only 14% of administrative and 

managerial positions, 6% in the Cabinet of 

Ministers, and no more than 11% of seats in 

parliaments. The problem of physical violence 

against women continues to be relevant. Despite 

certain achievements in ensuring equal rights and 

opportunities in the form of political and legislative 

measures, the process of achieving gender equality 

was researched in this article. 
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ГЕНДЕРЛІК ҚОЗҒАЛЫС ГЕНЕЗИСІНІҢ ТЕОРИЯЛЫҚ-ҚҰҚЫҚТЫҚ НЕГІЗДЕРІ  

ЖӘНЕ ФЕМИНИЗМ ТЕОРИЯСЫНЫҢ ҚАЛЫПТАСУ ЕРЕКШЕЛІКТЕРІ 

 

Аннотация: Қазақстан Республикасында егемендік алғаннан кейін әйелдердің құқықтарын 

қамтамасыз ету проблемасына жіті назар аударылады. Қоғамды демократияландыру үдерістері, ТМД 

елдеріндегі әлеуметтік-мәдени және саяси қайта құрулар гендерлік теңдікке қол жеткізу жолында жаңа 

мүмкіндіктер де, белгілі бір кедергілер де тудырды. Халықаралық құқық тұрғысынан гендерлік саясат 

әйелдердің азаттық қозғалысының негізін құрайтын гендерлік теңдік теориясы ретінде белгілі бір 

қызығушылық тудырады. 70-жылдардың соңында ХХ ғасыр Еуропаның өркениетті елдеріндегі 

феминистік қозғалыстар жаппай сипат алды. Социалистік идеалдардан шабыт алған Феминизм негізгі 

мақсат ретінде қанаудың барлық түрлерімен, соның ішінде әйелдерді қанаумен күресуді жариялайды. 

Қазіргі кезде демократиялық құқықтық мемлекет құрудың маңызды және қажетті шарты мемлекеттік 

органдармен қатар азаматтардың әлеуметтік процесстерді шешу мен басқаруға еркін және нақты 

қатысуын қамтамасыз етуге, сол арқылы азаматтық қоғамды нығайтуға мүмкіндік беретін орнықты 

үкіметтік емес секторды қалыптастыру мен дамыту болып табылады. Аксиома – әйелдердің үкіметтік 

емес ұйымдарының азаматтық қоғамды дамытудағы ерекше рөлі; бүгінде олар еліміздің құқықтық 

саясатына әсер ете алатын нақты қоғамдық күш. Осыған байланысты әйелдер ұйымдарының дербес 

дамуына және мемлекеттің, қоғамның және әлемдік қоғамдастықтың саяси өміріне қатысуына 

мүмкіндік беретін берік халықаралық-құқықтық база, тұрақты заңнама қажет. Бұл мақалада 

халықаралық құқық тұрғысынан алғанда Қазақстандағы әйелдер қозғалысының қалыптасуы мен даму 

үдерісін ашып көрсету қажет. Қазақтардың көшпелі өркениетінің жарқын элементтерін алып жүретін, 

біздің елімізде қалыптасқан көпғасырлық мәдени-діни дәстүрлер, әдет-ғұрыптар, тұрмыстық 

жағдайлар батыстық өмір сүру жағдайларынан күрт ерекшеленеді, өз құқықтары мен бостандықтары 

үшін күресте әйелдер қозғалысының қалыптасуына өз таңбасын салды. Айта кету керек, КСРО 

ыдырағаннан кейін қалған ортақ мұра, халықаралық құқық пен құқықтық жүйені дамыту үшін тең 

«бастапқы» мүмкіндіктер, дегенмен, гендерлік саясатты жүргізу кезінде ТМД-ның әр мемлекеті 

гендерлік дамудың белгілі бір аспектілерін өздері үшін басым деп анықтай отырып, өз жолымен жүрді. 

Әлемдегі феминистік қозғалыстың жалпыланған тәжірибесі «әйел мәселесінің» әлі толық 

шешілмегенін айқын көрсетеді. 
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ТЕОРЕТИКО-ПРАВОВЫЕ ОСНОВЫ ГЕНЕЗИСА ГЕНДЕРНОГО ДВИЖЕНИЯ  

И ОСОБЕННОСТИ ФОРМИРОВАНИЯ ТЕОРИИ ФЕМИНИЗМА 

 

Аннотация: после обретения суверенитета в Республике Казахстан уделяется пристальное 

внимание проблеме обеспечения прав женщин. И это не случайно. Происходящие процессы 

демократизации общества, социо-культурные и политические преобразования в странах СНГ создали 

как новые возможности, так и определенные препятствия на пути достижения гендерного равенства. С 

точки зрения международного права, гендерная политика представляет определенный интерес как 

теория равенства полов, лежащая в основе движения женщин за освобождение. Сейчас важным и 

необходимым условием построения демократического правового государства является формирование 

и развитие устойчивого неправительственного сектора, который позволит обеспечить, наряду с 

государственными органами, свободное и реальное участие граждан в принятии решений и управлении 

социальными процессами, тем самым укрепляя гражданское общество. Аксиомой является особая роль 

женских неправительственных организаций в развитии гражданского общества; сегодня они являются 

реальной общественной силой, способной влиять на правовую политику нашей страны. В связи с этим 

необходима прочная международно-правовая база, стабильное законодательство, позволяющее 

женским организациям самостоятельно развиваться и участвовать в политической жизни государства, 

общества и мировом сообществе.  В данной статье, с точки зрения международного права, постараемся 

раскрыть процесс становления и развития женского движения в Казахстане. Отметим, что 

многовековые культурно-религиозные традиции, обычаи, нравы, бытовые условия, сложившиеся в 

нашей стране, несущие яркие элементы кочевой цивилизации казахов, резко отличаются от западных 

условий жизни, наложили свой отпечаток на формирование движения женщин в борьбе за свои права 

и свободы. Отметим, что общее наследие, оставленное после развала СССР, равные «стартовые» 

возможности для развития международного права и правовой системы, тем не менее, при проведении 

гендерной политики каждое из государств СНГ шло своим путем, определяя приоритетными для себя 

те или иные аспекты гендерного развития.  Обобщенный нами опыт феминистского движения в мире 

наглядно показывает нам, что «женский вопрос» окончательно еще не решен. Мы рассмотрим более 

подробно особенности становления теорий феминизма.  

Ключевые слова: феминизм, трансформативная политика, глобальный феминизм, 

неравенство, подчинение женщин, теория равенства полов, феминистская социальная теория, 

гендерные различия, женское самосознание, феминистская философия. 
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