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KAZAKH ELITE AND MUSIC (1920-1930)

Abstract: The article discusses specific period in development of the Kazakh music in the XX century
and the tasks of its adequate scientific interpretation. In the new development of the stage of the 1920s-1930s.
the formulation of a complex of historical and theoretical problems is proposed, which corresponds to the
modern level of musicology and related disciplines. This approach is aimed at filling the “white spots” in the
culture of Kazakhstan, which are still numerous. In this context, exploring the selfless activity of the national
intelligentsia of that time, who made special contribution to the preservation of traditional art, is relevant. The
creative figures of musicians-performers, including eminent and, for some reasons, unknown ones in broad
and professional circles, will be shown not only through various components of their artistic individuality,
but also in connection with problems that go back to anthropological, worldview, psychological and other
research aspects. On this basis, through the enrichment of factual base, it is planned to generalize their

experience to ensure continuity and inviolability of spiritual priorities and values.
Key word: kazakh music, national spirit, historical process, critical and educational direction, traditional

art, composing, hermeneutics.

Introduction. The main idea of the research is to
reveal the significance of the experience of national
intelligentsia and representatives of the arts (spiritual
and creative elite) of 1920-1930s of the XX century,
who made a special contribution to the preservation
of Kazakh traditional music, fought for national
interests and strengthened the spiritual potential, who
were actively involved in social and cultural life,
striving in the mainstream of the historical process
to unite folk art and introduction of the Soviet
system, ensuring the continuity of tradition and
innovation. Using the spiritual and cultural heritage
of representatives of this period, take as a model
their high assessment of national values, selfless
service to art, selfless efforts to strengthen national
consciousness, present them as a worthy example for
the younger generation to understand.

Having determined the contribution of the
national intelligentsia and outstanding art figures of
the 1920-1930s of the XX century — on a historical
break, in contradictory trends, in creative conflicts —
in the development of Kazakh society and culture,
through the analysis of their creativity, principles,
research, performing interpretations aimed to fill the
“white pages” of the history of Kazakh music.

To achieve the set goals in the research, the
following tasks are selected:

- to carry out a historical and theoretical study
of the works of the national intelligentsia of 1920-
1930s XX century, including along with information

about Kazakh traditions, songs and kuy, dastans and
zhyr, critical and educational articles revealing the
significance of the socio-political contribution to art,
the preservation of folklore patterns, determining
the value and degree of professionalism of folk
and traditional singers and kuyshi, their first steps
in a new direction in the desire to unite folk art
and innovations of the Soviet period, to ensure the
continuity of traditions and innovation;

- to study the issues of the “creative laboratory”
that turned out to be without due attention,
determining who of the famous representatives of
art and performers, for various reasons remained
unknown, from whom exactly they took over this
work, from whom they studied, which version or
type (version) they retained.

Methods. Scientific novelty of the researches
can be determined by comparison with domestic and
foreign researches. Since the topic has not previously
been the research subject, it is possible to indicate
only indirect connection with previous research.
Presenting what was created by representatives
of national intelligentsia in 1920-1930 years of
XX century in the context of civilizational ideas,
having analyzed spiritual and cultural problems,
basic principles and searches in the works, first of
all, A. Bukeikhan, A. Baitursynov, M. Dulatuly,
J. Aimautuly, M. Zhumabaev, K. Zhubanov, A.
Margulan, K. Satpayev, M. Auezov and others, we
need to explore them in scientific aspects. At the same
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time — show the variety of aspects that determined
the approach of prominent representatives of the
intelligentsia and art, who experienced consequences
of colonialism, to the spiritual values of the Kazakh
people, to issues of national interests.

It is impossible to show connection with previous
studies in the field of art history because of the absence
of works in which, in historical and theoretical terms,
significance of contribution of national intelligentsia
to art, folklore patterns preserved by them, the
value and level of professionalism of traditional
singers-composers and kuyshi-composers would be
clearly presented. However, research on national
intelligentsia of this period can be taken from other
branches of science. For example, historians M.
Koigeldiev [1], Kh. Abzhanov [2], A. Azmukhanov
[3] and others, literary scholars S. Kirabaev [4], A.
Ismakova [5] and others.

There are no special works about the
representatives of traditional music, information
about them can be found in publications dedicated
to the author of song or kuy performed by them, that
is, folk omposer. At the same time, for the person
who recorded them, it was important to find out
what informant knows, main attention was paid
to this fact, and how valuable was the information
about the performer himself, was forgotten. For
this reason, ethnographic “collections” serve as
basis for collecting the preserved information
about ethnophores. The data can be obtained from
collections of the first Kazakh scientist-ethnographer
in the field of art history A. Zataevich [6], in the works
of academician A. Zhubanov [7], B. Erzakovich [8§].

The main novelty of the topic is the study of
the creativity of representatives of the national
intelligentsia and art workers who disinterestedly
served society and culture from the point of view of
the unshakable (eternal) values that they displayed
in the conditions of historical cataclysms of valor —
from the point of view of the spiritual potential of the
nation.

In the CIS and other countries the issues of
the Kazakh intelligentsia haven't been considered,
but there are works related to their musical culture
in the 1920s-1930s. Among them are historians
L.V. Tolmatskaya [9], E.V. Sotnikova [10], art
critics — L.O. Ader [11], D. Yungblud [12] and
others. The conclusions of these scientists can
serve as a methodological basis for the researches
in understanding historical period, for comparative
analysis. This is due to the fact that there were no
similar works, but there are topics that are close on
certain issues.

In the comprehensive cognition of musical
culture of the Kazakh people in the 1920-1930s
of the XX century, the research work in historical
periods requires the study of continuity, and harmony
between generations.

To achieve the goals defined in the scientific
researches through the solution of the set objectives,

the following methods are wused: analysis,
comparative, problem-logical, typological-systemic,
generalization, etc. Based on the civilizational
characteristics of that time, general methodological,
scientifically objective, source study, system
approaches.

Results. In global era in the Kazakh music
development process, one can see rich variety of
different trends, styles and genres. The “Eternal
Source”, originating from orally disseminated
folk tunes, entrenched in the works of traditional
professional composers, at the beginning of the XX
century after the establishment of Soviet power (the
formation of Soviet State), expanded its channel in
the field of traditions of academic writing and music
for the general public. The significance of national
music that unites and shares these values is great.
1920-1930 of the XX century — period connecting
oral and written music in Kazakh culture. At the same
time, it is necessary to note the creative activity of
the Alashorda people, the national intelligentsia and
outstanding art figures who adopted the art of baksy,
sal-sere, the best kuyshi, great zhyrau and zhyrshi,
and their contemporaries — those who saw them in
person. If one looks at the history of Kazakh music,
it is noticeable that particularly during this period
many aspects are not discussed, not prescribed and
not studied (literally: dots). In the Soviet period, this
fact was not disclosed due to the “left” policy, but
in the period after independence this issue, although
presented in different contexts, in its main relevance
was not studied at the appropriate level. Only in
recent period people began speaking on contribution
to art and the role of Alashorda (writers, politicians)
and national intelligentsia, who paid special attention
to this direction (for example, K. Satpayev in
geology, A. Margulan in history and ethnography,
K. Zhubanov in linguistics). As for the performers
of that period, even today the names of talented
interpreters who have deeply mastered the culture
of national music are not always named. For various
reasons, until now the names of unknown persons are
not known not only in the general public, but even by
experts in the field of art. At the same time, even if
consider eminent musicians, the majority, as a rule,
do not know what particular work he saved in Time
(i.e., reported).

The relevance of the study is confirmed by the
fact that, within the framework of the scientific
researches, an analysis of the issue that made it
necessary to unite for the struggle a century ago and
is in demand today in the conditions of the period
of independence is presented in a timely manner.
Since the topic has never before been considered as
an object, the relevance of fundamental research is
evident.

The study of creativity, including positions and
research of the national intelligentsia and unique
creative figures who carried out activities important
for the development of Kazakh society and culture in
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the 1920s-1930s in the context of historical upheavals,
contradictory trends, creative conflicts - involves the
effective use of their experience to solve problems
related to spiritual and cultural transformations in
the global era. The main aim of the researches is to
restore the “white spots” of history of Kazakh music
of those years.

The activities of representatives of Alash, the
national intelligentsia of the considered period in the
development of the country, native land, customs,
language, mentality and religion are unprecedented,
and their contribution to the field of art, including
music is also great. First, along with articles and
research works written by them in the 1920-1930s
of XX century that include information related to
traditions and customs, songs and kuy, epic legends-
dastans, there are also critical and educational
articles [13]. The scientific heritage of the national
intelligentsia, who paid special attention to the
issues of spiritual revival of the people, contributes
to the strengthening of national spiritual potential,
and secondly, their concern for art in socio-political
aspect. It is planned to reveal the importance of
issues related to their support, art positions, active
participation in events, their proposal, organization
or information support.

professionalism of the creativity of folk and
traditional singers and kuyshi, folklore patterns
reported by them and published in A. Zataevich's
collections “1000 songs of the Kazakh people”
(1925) and “500 Kazakh songs and kuy” (1931).
Fourth, it is necessary to carry out historical and
theoretical study of the “steps” taken by the national
intelligentsia in new direction during the period
of historical cataclysms aimed to unite folk art and
culture of the Soviet period, to unite traditions and
innovation. During this period, when the first steps
were taken in formation of academic music, issues
of preserving national identity as one of the main
conditions were fulfilled.

843.Kapram-aylvm™
(Coer ovek monnl) Coofmaz Woyg-Fex Almayros

Tasacpspexoro 7.Banuoayabokoro p.

Tpo1A®mE0, HERKO,B XaPAKTEPS nac'ropm‘l’. J:u.

A. Zataevich's “1000 songs of the Kazakh people” (1925)
Semipalatinsk | Zhirma bes Karachaevo
province Abay Kok (IT) Mustafa Aksak ani
Aupildek Zhamal
Anifa-Zhanifa Baiyan sulu
Zhafanda Makpal
Kargam au (VII) | Akudadai
Balkhadisha (IT) Sarmoiyn
Sakyp Zhamal (II) | Sulu shash (II)
Aredash Karashygym
Ardak Saulemay
Yrgakty Song Madi
Kelinshek (II) Millay
Kaliya (II)) Song Karbaya
Sagyndym ainam
Abay (II)
Azamat Kozha

377. “Yusuf-Bek Aymautov (Zhusipbek Aymauytov), a
young Kazakh journalist and poet, a great connoisseur
and talented performer of Semipalatinsk songs. In his
performances these songs don't differ in any special
temperament or scope; they are devoid of pathos and
are coldish, but at the same time they are impeccably
correct and musical. In general, the pattern of his
messages is unusually clear and determined, so that
one can feel a firm knowledge of what is being sung
about, and in the very choice of songs and their
variants one can see the real taste and wide knowledge
of Semipalatinsk song literature. Due to all these
qualities this culture person is in the first place in the
Semipalatinsk group of this collection”.

Unique artists who lived in 1920-1930s of the XX

century, preserving the ancient heritage as the “apple
of an eye”, selecting the best (literally, “skimming
the cream”), carried out the "work™ in the Kazakh
musical culture that remains exemplary. In the
course of considering the issue of preservation and
transmission of traditional Kazakh music, relevance
of performing creativity is obvious. Each region has
its own place. For example, Mendygali Suleimenov
(1867-1942), Kali Baizhanov (1877-1966), Nausha
Bukeikhanov  (1870-1944), Amre Kashaubaev
(1888-1934), Mayra Shamshutdinova (1890-1927),
Orazgali Suinbekov (1889-1964), Makhambet
Bokeikhanov (1890-1937), Lukpan Mukhitov (1894-

Thirdly, to clarify the value and level of

1957), Okap Kabigozhin (1901-1942), Baktiyar
Kubaizhanov (1910-1954) and others — not everyone
knows whose traditions the followed, from whom
they studied, what contribution they made to the
history of music. The absence of particular works
devoted to the creativity of musicians from this
list indicates that is very much needed to study the
history of traditional art. Reason: as “golden bridge”
connecting two centuries through the creativity of
these artists, all this includes this historical period.
This period, which formed “white spots” in the
history of Kazakh music, involves the development
of theoretical problems of musicology. Among
relevant issues in modern traditional musical
environment is differentiation (separation) of
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performing options. In this regard, questions often
arise in whose performance the work (song, kuy,
zhyr) “reached” (survived), in which of variants,
in what form. By clarifying facts of biography and
creativity of performers, enriching the empirical base
of the research and opening up the possibilities of
theoretical generalization of the collected material,
analysis of works, it is important to consider their
worldview, musical abilities, psychology, and culture
of performance.

Based on the analysis of knowledge and
priorities in music, inherent to national intelligentsia
and unique art figures, as well as issues associated
with human musical anthropology, the facets of the
“creative laboratory” remaining in the “shadow” are
revealed. In addition, the role of spiritual culture
in society, development of historical and cultural
processes, origins of Kazakh spirituality, foundations
of traditional art, continuity of traditions and other
enduring values are taken into account.

Conclusion. The researches related to
humanitarian sphere is also in demand in development
of modern society, economy, technology. Because
different countries in global world can be competitive
only thanks to their spiritual and cultural values.
The activities of the national intelligentsia, who
fought for the independence of the Kazakh people
in 1920-1930, on the eve of the 30th anniversary of
Independence, fully clarifies the important aspects
of our history, shortcomings and contradictions,
opening up opportunities for strengthening the
spiritual potential of the nation. At the same time, the
indicated by the President of State K.K. Tokayev in
his Address “Constructive public dialogue is the basis
of stability and prosperity in Kazakhstan” methods
— “In addition, necessary measures should be taken
to celebrate the 30th anniversary of Independence.
I am convinced that such significant events will
contribute to the upbringing of young generation
in the spirit of true patriotism” [14], leading to the
raising of questions corresponding to the increase in
the spiritual potential of nation, meet today's social,
political, cultural and spiritual needs.

The topic of the proposed researches, research,
results achieved in the process of implementation,
published editions will undoubtedly have an impact
on research work, the level of scientific and technical
potential. A prerequisite for scientific work in various
fields, for scientific and technical formation and
development is that national intelligentsia and art
workers, realizing that the worldview of nation is
in the wisdom of the people, in the conditions of
historical cataclysms, sought to unite folk art and
innovation. In this regard, the words of the scientist-
historian Kh. Abzhanov that “despite many obstacles
to creative activity under the colonial regime, the new
wave of the Kazakh intelligentsia, which grew up with
the original qualities and values of its people, played
a significant role in national culture. It demonstrated
social flexibility, adapting to the requirements and
challenges of alien civilization introduced by the
colonialists” [2, p.162] — make us think. Creativity,
traditions, searches and folk works left as a legacy
by the national intelligentsia and art workers who
adhered to the principle of “Dissemination of literacy
and knowledge — indicator of growth and cultural
development of the country” have an impact on
patriotic employees of scientific organizations and
their teams in the field of philosophy, cultural studies,
religious studies, philology, linguistics, literary
criticism, art history, partly (in interaction with
social sciences) in the field of history, psychology,
linguistics, ethnography.

It is assumed that the collective and three author's
monographs, two collections, issued on the basis
of a scientific researches, will take a worthy place
in the science of Kazakhstan as a fundamental
contribution. An example of patriotism of the national
intelligentsia and art workers, their adherence to
the principles of “increasing the nation's right to
self-government”, language, religion, mentality,
awakening patriotic feelings in young people, can
have an impact on strengthening unity, improving the
spiritual and socio-economic situation of the country
and clarification of the spiritual and cultural values
of the people will reveal a deep aesthetic, artistic,
scientific and pedagogical meaning for current and
future generations.
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KA3AK 3USAJIBIVIIAPBI ZKOHE MY3bIKA (1920-1930)

Annotauus: bip Facelp OypbIH epKiHAIK YIIiH )KYMBUTFaH KYPTTBIH PyXbIH, OYT1HT1 TOyeIci3 Ke3/iH 031
Tajan eTKeH OYJI MoCceleHi Jiep Ke3iHJIe capanTatybl 3epTTEY/IiH 03¢KTI €KeHIIT1H KOPCeTe/Ii.

XX raceipabiH 1920-1930 xbu1iapbliHaaFsl Ka3ak KOFaMbl MEH MOJICHUCTIHIH IaMYBIH/IA, iIIIIHApA TApUXH
yAepicTepe, KapaMa-KaHiibl ypaicTep/ie, MIBIFapMaIIbUIbIK KAKTHIFRICTAP1a MAHbI3/IbI KBI3MET aTKapFaH YT
3USUTBLIAPEI MEH Oiperell eHepra3iapliblH IIbIFAPMAIbUIBIFBIH, YCTAaHBIMAPhI MEH 137ICHICTEPIH 3epTTey
apKbUIBI ONApAbIH TIXipuOenepin xahaHIbIK Ioyipleri pyxaHH KOHE MOJCHU ©3TepicTepie KesIeceTiH
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Mocenenepi Menry YIIH THIMII naiianany Ke3aenreH. MakanaHblH MaKCcaThl — COJ JKbULAAPAAFhl Ka3ak
My3bIKa TAPUXBIHBIH aKTaHJaK OTTepiH KaJlblHA KEeNTipy.

XX raceiprpi 1920-1930 sxpuimapbiina eMip cypren Oipereil eHepnasnap KeHe MypaHbIH KaiMarbIH
Oy30aii, Ke3iHIH KapallbIFBIHIAN CaKTal, JKeTKi3il, Ka3aK My3blKa MOJICHHUETIHIE YNl TYTapiblK eHOeK
arkapabl. Ka3akThlH JoCTYpPIIi My3bIKACHIHBIH CaKTaybl MEH JKETKi31Tyl MOceNeCiH KapacThIpy OapbIChIH/IA
OPBIH/IAYIIIBI IIBIFAPMAIIBUIBIFEIHBIH ©3€KTUIIr alfiKbIH aHFapbhUIaJbl. Op aiMaK eHepra3IapbIHbIH O31HIIIK
OpHBI Oap.

Tyiiin ce3mep: Ka3ak My3bIKachl, YITTBHIK PyX, TAPUXU YAEPIC, CBIHU-aFAPTYIIBUIBIK OAFbIT, TOCTYPIi
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KA3AXCKASA 2JIMTA U MY3bIKA (1920-1930)

AnHoTamus: B mporiecce pa3BHTHS Ka3aXCKOM My3BIKM B YCIOBHSIX TIJIOOAM3alliUd  OYEBHIIHO
pasHooOpasue HampaBIeHUH W TedeHuH, cTuiaei u sxkanpoB. 1920-1930 rr. XX B. — 3rtam, Korga ycTHas U
MMMChMEHHAS TPAJIUIK B KYJIbType OKa3allUCh COBMEIIEHHBIMU. MIMEHHO C 3TUM TIEpHOIOM CBsI3aHBI HE
00TrOBOpEHHBIE, HE TIPOIIMCAHHBIC U HE HCCIIEIOBAHHBIC ACTIEKTHI.

AKTyallbHOCTh HWCCIIEIIOBAaHUS TIOATBEPIKIACTCS TEM, YTO CBOEBPEMEHHO NPEACTABICH aHAIW3 TOTO
BOTIPOCA, KOTOPBIH CTOJIETHE HA3a][ 3aCTaBUII OOBbEMHHUTHCS JUIsl 0OOPBHOBI 1 BOCTPEOOBAH CETOTHS B YCIOBHUSIX
reprosia He3aBUCUMOCTH. M3ydeHne TBOpYECTBa, B TOM YHCIE TMO3WIMH M W3BICKAHWN HAIIMOHAIBHOW
WHTEJUIUTCHIIUY U YHUKAIbHBIX JIeATeaei nckyccTa, ocymecTBsIBIINX B 1920-1930 rr. XX B. BakHYO 175
Pa3BHUTHS OOIIECTBA U KYJIBTYPHI ACSITETHHOCTh B CIOKHBIX 00CTOATENHCTBAX UCTOPHUECKUX TIEPEBOPOTOB,
MTPOTHUBOPEUUBBIX TEHACHIINH, TBOPYECKUX KOH(IIMKTOB, TpeanonaraeT 3pQPeKTUBHOE HCIIOIB30BaHUE WX
OTTBITA JIJIS PEIIEHUS TPOOIIEM, BCTPEUAIOIITIXCS B CHTYaIINH C Ty XOBHBIMHU H KYJIBTY PHBIMU ITPE00Opa30BaHUSIMU
B II00aNbHY0 3110XYy. Llenh — BoccTaHOBIEHHE «OCIBIX MATEH» UCTOPHH Ka3aXCKOM MY3bIKH TEX JIET.

YHUKaNBHEIE TTPeCTaBUTENN HAIUH, )xuBiue B 1920-1930 ronax XX Beka, o0eperas ApeBHEe HACIIEHE
KaK «3EHUILy OKa», OTOMpast Jydlliee, OCYIECTBIIIA B MY3bIKaJIbHON KYJIBTYPE «TPYH», KOTOPBIA OCTaeTCs
00pa3roBEIM. B Xo1e paccMOTpeHusT BOIIpOca COXpaHEHHsS U Tepeiadn TPAIUIIMOHHON Ka3aXCKOW MY3BIKA
OYEBHJICH aKTYaJIUTET UCIIOIHUTEIHCKOTO TBOpUYeCTBa. Kax /bl pernoH nMeeT CBOe MECTO.
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