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GREAT SILK ROAD LEGENDS AND MYTHS:
“FORTY LEGENDARY GIRL”

Abstract. The article deals with the importance of studying the immortal legendary prose examples of legen-
dary stories about the monuments onthe adjacent territories of Turkestan regionalong Great Silk Road. Looking at
mythical stories within this legendary prose, it is thought of how ancient the human consciousness, the degree of
thinking, the way of life were. As world myths become the main topic of scientific research and are comparable to
historical comparisons, myths also have different levels of social development, historical levels, types and thematic
areas. One of such models is compared to several versions of the legend about “Forty Girls” in Kazakh, Uzbek and
Kyrgyz folklore. This article discusses the tragic fate of the forty girls and the smell of the national consciousness,
the high spirit in the hearts of girls who wanted to remain in their own country instead of living the in the hands of
enemy. Forty Girls monument — an old natural mountain hills wherenature has long been regarded as a sacred
monument.

There are many similarities in variants of thislegendamong Turkic peoples. Everywhere it is said that the tragic
fate of forty girls and the end of the legend are similar. In any country, the stone sculpture “Forty Girl” has become a
great place for travelers. Locals treasure and sanctify this holy place.

Key Words: Great Silk Road, Turkic people, Forty Girls, Mythic Prose, Myth.

Introduction. One of the ways where science space flies is the process of continuity, the dynamics of
diverse changes are in the direction of progress and unity, and in current globalization every nation, states
and regions will not be able to stay out of it. The wisdom, one of the most noble qualities that human
beings have in the world is now being pursued for good purposes. The art of adventurism, which has
become a spiritual treasure for humanity, originated from the earliest history of the world, and became the
treasure of its own worldview of folk wisdom. The wisdom of people led to the spiritual heritage of the
national traditions and customs of the ancestors, which has passed from generation to generation. In turn,
the long-established lifestyle, spiritual heritage of any nation is a testimony to the survival of the nation.
One of these lifetimes is the Great Silk Road, and its main direction in modern Kazakhstan is its main
artery. It has contributed to the trade of developed countries, the development of science, the formation of
religious and cultural traditions. Studying the continuity of this cultural and spiritual heritage today is
based on history, literature,philosophy in science and so on.

Materials and methods. In today’s globalization, every combination of cross-over and intercourse in
cultures leads to a need for a real historical analysis. We can never abandon the best of our minds,
samples, the achievements of human civilization; self-respect, success, happiness are beyond the daily life,
and beyond and beyond, because there is no progress beyond that. It does not matter to the people who
return to the history of the long history, to their business, to the exhausted, or to the ordinary life, whether
in the East, in the West, or even where they live.

Definition of the first centers of civilizations, their classification theory are well-known in the works
of scientists as Toynbee, O. Spengler, N. Ya. Danilevsky and others. There is no clearly defined set of
civilizations and no obvious beginning and the end. People can do their job differently. As a result, the
composition and form of civilization change over time. People’s cultures is interconnected with each other
[1]. S. You can fully agree with Huntington’s opinion. Because of the change of social, economic and
political relations in the Middle Ages, trade, culture, and social thought were rapidly developing
throughout the Great Silk Road and had a great impact on the entire East and West, Europe and Asia.
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There was also the Muslim Renaissance along the Great Silk Road. The culture and philosophy developed
by Eastern thinkers, specific sciences and scientific discoveries have given a true picture of prosperity,
civilization. The eastern nature of the East was even more dominant than the Renaissance, and east news
for the western survivors of the Middle Ages nowadays became a huge treasure, an inexhaustible treasure.
They built their philosophy for themselves, passing through the oriental knowledge of their own filters
with their own temptations.

Humanity and civic identity are the traditions of these ancestors. Today's young wave, the spirit of
our nation, which is a source of strength for the new generation, not only for business, talent, but also for
the nation’s lover, who is worthy of being the future of the people, has widespread the national field. No
doubt, through spiritual exploration and historical ties, our nation’s centuries-old history is reflected in its
historical roots.

Geographical science has the branch as mythography, ie the place of origin and distribution
geography of legends. This area of science is very old among the Kazakhs. And this science has a great
deal of humanity. I. Mitin believes: “It is easy to see just a few realities in one place. It is a multitude of
things — it’ s going to drift. Even if the name of a single or a place is already present, it hints at an infinite
number of times, which means that you can build up to the level that you want to build your own world (or
myth) and specify a specific operation - the banal geographical game scales. It is still unclear how much
you can do in a specific place where you can cope with the many realities as they move one to another and
come up with a friend [2, 12].

Results and discussions. The idea that something like this is a matter of fact, whether it is a legend
or not, gives a person a sense of spiritual prosperity and enhances the status of a native land. The nature of
the native land is one of the main conditions for the survival of the nation. Therefore, it is wise to use his
spiritual wealth. And one of these spiritual treasures is fairy-tales, their geographical distribution.

He studied the mythology, including many works. He says, “Mythology, myth is not an imaginary
imagination, it is an ancestor of the past who preserved the truth of the past. It is not a trap of delusional
mischief in the past, but a bogus of truth, which has not been found in the dust of the inevitable collapse of
truth and error, which has been repeatedly folded, returned” [3, 9].

“Linguistic” waste” in mythological consciousness is a natural phenomenon. Language not only
preserves such "waste" ("canned"), but also refreshes it, takes a cognitive point of view in a new way. As a
result, the long-term preservation of the language units in the history is a testimony to that. Gradually
opening the mythic layers, we can gradually open the frontiers of ancient worlds, and see the fathers'
lifespan with "our own eyes." [4, 13].

In the modern world, the restrictions on ideology are diminishing and modernization of integration
processes is expanding. This process sets new trends in the study of common phenomena and differences
in the Turkic peoples. It is lawful for peoples who have created their homeland and have the inheritance of
Turkic origin in order to identify their history, origin and development in the nation. Especially this
process does not dispute the fact that Turkic peoples share common literary vocabulary, including
legendary prose examples, such as myths, legends, traditions. «The phenomenon of cultural heritage is a
dynamic system of elements and levels of socio-cultural interaction. The components of this system
include: subject (object) and subject, preservation mechanisms and forms, functions, boundaries and
levels. Object of cultural heritage can be spiritual and material» [5].Legends about the monuments of the
Great Silk Road are examples of legendary prose examples.

Looking at mythical stories within this legendary prose, we are looking forward to the way in which
human consciousness and spirituality are shaped by the way we think and how we live. Since myths of the
peoples of the world have been the subject of research and historical comparative perspectives, myths also
have different levels of social social development, historical levels, types and thematic areas.

Myth is legendary stories about unnatural and “amazing” phenomena and phenomena. In these
legends, which are considered to be one of the common folklore literature, people have a common
understanding of the world around them. ... Myth is mostly based on ancient beliefs. Archaic myth is
thought to be imaginary when people perform their cognitive functions. The Kazakh folklore has a number
of ancient myths (“Kazygurt”, “Kok-ogiz”, “Korkyt” and others). Ancient heritage sites, including various
rock, ghosts, telling us that they were human beings in the early ages (“Forty Girl”, “Gynyshek
Mountains”, “Big Dipper” and others) [6].
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As one of these things, we may compareversions of ‘Forty Girl” legend. Forty girls is an ancient
historical monument. There are several versions of the legend about Forty Girls, one of them is told as
this:... Forty girls were swimming in the water of Karabuu without a shower, and the country was hit by
an enemy. Thus, forty girls were subjected to hostilities and expulsion. They prayed and wish that it would
be better for them to die than to die in the hand of the enemy, “Make us and the enemy a stone here. Forty
girls and a large number of people turned into a sculpture.

In another version, the only daughter in one familyhas been engaged from her early age. The day was
coming to that date, and the country begins to strangle the banquet. Girls were singing and boys playing
fight wrestlers and start to warm up. At one time, the village was buried in thick dust. The girl and her 40
coworkers wanted to meet the groom. Sadly, it is not a ghostly bridegroom, but a thick enemy. At that
moment, a group of horsemen came up to the roof of the hill, begging themselves to turn the enemy into a
rock until it was time to destroy my country. The wishes of the girls were tearful, and they all became
rock. Nowadays, the local people believe and are proud of it. [7]

Doctor of Philology, Kyzdarkhan Rysbergen in herarticle “Forty Females Have Fallen Stone”,
pointed out that the enemy was a rock in Karatas. Stone sculptures are located on the Akkum River in the
north-east of Turbat village. It is located near the waterfall in 5-6 kilometers from the village” [8]. The
second stone sculptures called “The Forty Girl” are located on the Ogem subsoil, on the slopes of the
Ogem River, on the Ogem River, at the foot of the eastern hill of the Kazygurt Mountains (“Orda
Mountaineer”). According to the legend, it is the image of forty girls who became the stone. Here, the time
of adventurism is also mentioned.

Picture 1 — The monument of Kyryk Kyz,
a stone sculpture on the bank of Ogem River in the Tolebi district of the Turkestan region

The following story about the forty girls tells aboutthe unexpected attack of enemies when they
celebrate wedding of the khan’s daughter. Girls prayed as “...let our bones stay in our country, stay in our
land and save our men from death”they asked to become stones instead of living with enemies. One
distinctive feature of this version is that there is a stone sculpture in the vicinity of these sculptures. There
exist two assumptions about it. In one of them it was groom, and the second one it was the motherlooking
for girls.

The most interesting thing is that the legend about “Qyryqqyz” is also existing in the neighboring
Kyrgyz and Uzbek folklore. Professor Sultangali Sadybaevich in his book named the legend about “Forty
Girls” as the “Muzart Mountain”. The name of the mountain in the Kyrgyz country is called as it, means
Ice Mountain. 1t is located in the middle of the Zhuzgal region and the mountain Koshkarata in the Naryn
region. The scientist writes that forty young girls are making a wedding in Koshkarata, whereas the
whistle blows the girls into ice[9]. And thebook, “Ipak YuliAfsonalari”’in Uzbek language which means
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Mpyths along the Great Silk Road,(Myths connected with the names of places) consists many stories along
the Silk Road. In this book there is a legend about the Kirk kiz rocky hill located in the Machay village in
Baysun, Surkhan-Darya Province: One day, through the fragrance of Zilal’s soul, it becomes a circle. The
whole valley is filled with wonder. From there some girls heard the sound of horses near them. In the
meanwhile, there was a tremendous downpour of stroke. The daughters of the women ran away to the
mountain. The adventure is closer to the grave. Unheard of gloves fall into the abyss and prefer to turn
into a stone, and beg the Sky until they find it. They say that these girls became stones[10].

In 1938, during the archaeological excavations on the territory of Khorezm, 27 km north fromBiruni
(Uzbekistan), the ancient settlement of Kyrk-kyz-Kala (I-VI centuries B.C.) was discovered. Scientists
agreed that it was a defensive fortress, which most likely entered the chain of fortifications to protect the
borders of the north-eastern part of ancient Khorezm. The name of the fortress is very interesting. "Kyrk-
kyz-Kala" literally translates as "Fortress of Forty Girls”. There are many legends and myths all over
Central Asia connected with these mysterious “forty virgins™: there is a fortress with the same name in the
Termez region (Uzbekistan), Merva (Turkmenistan), similar places are also found in Azerbaijan, northern
Afghanistan, and northern Iran.

And if we deeplygoto the etymology of the name “Kyrgyz” (“Kirk Kyz”), then again we see the
direct participation of the same “forty girls”. What kind of girls these were and why they played such a
significant role in the history of Central Asia, the versions of legends differ somewhat in these questions.
One group of folk tales asserts that it was in Kyrk-kyz-Kala that they found refuge after the painful
wanderings around Ustyurt, the female warriors of the Amazons (the Karakalpak epic “Kyrk Kyz”). This
also includes the legend of the brave queen Gulaim, who, together with her forty friends, bravely defended
the fortress from the invasion of strangers. Other legends tell about forty exiles who lived as recluses in
this fortress. In the mythology of many Turkic-speaking peoples of Central Asia, these “forty girls” are the
righteous who turned into stones in order to be saved from their pursuers, the “infidels” In other myths,
forty girls (childukhtaron) were venerated as good protecting spirits.

Also on the territory of the ancient settlement of Kyrk-kyz-Kala were found Zoroastrian burials,
made in compliance with all the rules of the ceremony of ancient fire worshipers. The bones of people
were found in humabh - ceramic jugs, made in the shape of a female head.

For a long time the fortress Kyrk-kyz-Kala was one of the important trading points on the Great Silk
Road.

LT

Picture 2 — Kirk-kyz-town, Uzbekistan, (27 km from the city, located 27 km north from Biruni, (1-6 centuries B.C.)

Special attention should be paid to the Childuhtaron valley, located in the south of Tajikistan. Its
main attraction are unusual pyramidal rocks. They proudly rise above the valley, reminding proud slim
girls. The height of the rocks reaches 60 meters.

The name Childuhtaron valley is translated as the Valley of Forty Girls, with which is connected an
interesting legend. According to her, 40 stone blocks, towering over the valley, were once beautiful and
charming girls.

When the conquerors came to the valley and decided to make them their concubines, the inhabitants
of the mountains begged and asked Allah to turn themselves into silent stones.
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Picture 3 — Childuharoni plains, southern region of the Republic of Tajikistan

There is another legend among the locals, according to which the rocks grew on this place after a
fierce battle with Genghis Khan. Protecting their land, 40 young horsewomen blocked the way for
Genghis Khan himself. But the forces were unequal and the horsewomen died in battle. Huge stone blocks
that adorn the valley grew on this very spot [11].

The Kyrgyz people have another legend about “Forty Girls”. Whether it was or not, nobody knows.
One of the legends says that once in ancient times the Kyrgyz had a tradition to celebrate the Day of God.
On that day, everyone was having fun, fried lids of bread (bread baked in butter or fat), cooked shorpoo
(meat soup) and the families went to visit each other. Girls and boys, dressed in their best clothes, went to
visit the residents of other ayils scattered among the mountains. On one of these days, forty girls, dressed
in bright silk dresses, went to ayil, located behind the pass. It took them a long time to climb the steep
mountain trails to the pass. And finally, they reached that place. But then came the evening, and the girls
did not dare to continue the path. Suddenly, as often happens in the mountains, where the climate is very
harsh, the weather has changed.

Black clouds closed the sky, a thunderstorm raged over the pass, struck the girls with blinding flashes
of lightning and torrential rain. There was nowhere to run for girls, nowhere to hide. They had to stay in
place and wait for the morning to come. Meanwhile, their parents were alarmed in the village and went in
search. Only in the morning they reached the pass, the storm had subsided by then. They saw the bodies of
frozen girls. Only one girl was alive and told a terrible story. This girl was able to survive thanks to her
old, but warm fur coat and felt boots. She was from a poor family. Other girls were daughters of rich
people, and their expensive silk dresses could not protect them from bad weather. The girls were buried at
the place of their death. Since then, people have begun to call this pass the Forty Girl Pass - Kyrk-Kyz
Ashuu. You can still see forty graves there [12].

Visible or invisible links are established between today and the past. Turkish literature with the
adoption of Islam, Arab and Persian, brought by Westernizationas a result, Europe undergoes
transformation and change while being influenced by it, but it does not completely cut off its ties from oral
culture. It just makes your presence feel second. With the re-dominance of a literary yacht that dominated
national lines since the beginning of the 20™century, the concepts of legend, fairy tale and epic were re-
established. The reinterpretation of the legend about Forty Girls by two different writers is a result of this
mental environment by Omer Seyfettin and Ahmet Zuhuri rewritten in two different ways. Reproducing a
subject known in oral culture with written narrative forms means the evaluation of the past and enables the
transfer of cultural memory. The movement to return to essence, which started with the understanding of
National Literature, manifests itself in the interpretation of the legend of Forty Girls. The legend of the
Forty-Girls is an important myth that manages the birth of the Kyrgyz as well as the human-nature
connection[13].

Conclusion. Whatever version of the legendary stories about the Forty Girls is the tragic fate of the
forty girls. The desire of the girls to remain in own country as long as the enemy is in stock is reflected in
a sense of national consciousness, a high spirit.

As we mentioned above, there is a sphere of geographical science, such as the mythography, the
origin and geographical distribution of myths. This science field has a lot to offer. According to I.Mitin’s
opinion that one must understand that several truths coexist with one another, and that these few truths go
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to one another and coincide and in contrast, the legend of “Forty Girls”, we believe that the result of a
comprehensive study of common framework that combines geographical and geographical spheres will
continue to produce fruitful products in the future, comparing the coexistence of one and the same reality
in several points.

ARTICLE AR05132474 Modernization of the cultural heritage of the Great Silk Road (based on the
Turkestan region) on the basis of a complex study of cultural monuments, was sponsored by the Ministry
of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

A.Y. Beckemmuposa', A. 0. baara6aesa', Hamxune MpLianiz?

K. A. Slcaym atbinaarsl XanblKapaliblk Ka3ak-Typik yausepcuteti, Typkicran, KaszakcraH,
Ta3n ynusepcuteti, Ankapa, Typkus

YJIBI )KIBEK 7KOJIbI AHBI3-OHT'TMEJIEPI —
«KBIPBIK KbI3» AHBI3BI

Annoranusa. Maxkamaga ¥mel JKiGex jkoimbl OOMBIHIAFBI ECKEPTKIMI-KOIIrepiiepre KaTBHICTHI €I apachblHIa
TapaiaFaH aHBI3-OHTIMENEpIiH TaNThIPMac aHBI3ABIK IIpO3a YIATUIEPiH 3epTTEYAiH MaHBI3IBUIBIFBI TYpajbl Cco3
Ko3ranaabl. OChl aHBI3IBIK MTPO3aHBIH IMIiHAETT MUQTIK SHrIMeepre YHIE OTHIPHII, €XEIICH afam3aT caHaChl MEH
pyXaHH IYHHECi, oijyay AOpeikeci, eMip Cypy canThl KaHOall OONFaHABIFBI Typaibl KapacThIpbUIaabl. JIyHHEKYy3i
XaIIBIKTAPBIHBIH MUQPTEPi FEUTBIMA 3€PTTEYICPAiH HETi3T1 TaKbIPHIOBIHA afHANBII, TAPUXH CATBICTEIPMAIBl TYPFBIIaH
KapacTHIPBUTFANEl Oepi MUQTEpHiH A€ TYPIIi-Typii KOFAMABIK SJIEYMETTIK JaMy CaThUIaphbl, TapUXH ACHrewiepi,
TYpJepi MEH TaKBIPBIITHIK aschl OONMATHIHBI Oaiikanansl. OckiHAal yarinepai 0ipi «KpIpBIK KbI3» Typaibl aHBI3IBIH
Ka3aK, 030eK KoHe KbIPFBI3 (DOJIBKIOPEIH/IA Ke3AEeCeTiH OipHelIe HYCKataphl CalbICTRIPhLUIA 3epaeieHeni. KeIphIk KbI3
Typaibl aHBI3-OHTIMENEpiH Kail HYCKachl OOMMachlH OopiHIE KBIPHIK KBI3IBIH AsSHBIITHl TaFIBIPHl TYypaibl co3
aNTBUIBIN, XKay KOJBIHAA KOp OONFaHINa ©3 eliMie CYHeriM KaJChIH JETeH KbI3NapIblH TUIETiHAE eNiK CaHAHBIH,
OmiK pyXTBHIH HWici OalKaJIaTBIHBI Typajbl OCHl Makalaia KapacTeIpsUIansl. KeIpelk K3 — KeHe Tapuxu, TaOWFu
eckeptkim. Ken 3amangapaan O6epi TaOUFATTHIH 031 KapaTKaH KHeJli eCKePTKII OOJIBIIT caHaIa b,

Typki XanbIKTapbIHBIHEI aHBI3-o()caHaIapbIHIa OCBIHIAW KON YKCACTHIKTap Keneceni. bapiblk xxepae KeIpbIK
KBI3IBIH asTHBIIITHI TaFABIPEI MEH aHBI3IBIH COHBI Oip-OipiHe YKcac eKeHiri Typaisl aiiTeuiansl. Kaii enme 6ommachiH
«KBIpBIK KbI3» TaC MYCiHI casxaTIIbLIapbIH KOl KeJIeTiH OpHbIHA aliHaiFaH. En ocbl apaHbl KaCHETTi OpBIHFA CaHall,
KacTepJIer XKypei.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Yo JKiGek >K0IbI, TYpKi XanbIKTap, KBIPBIK KbI3, aHBI3ABIK IIP03a, MUQ.

A.Y. Beckemmuposa', A. 0. Baara6aesa', Hamxue Mpriabiz?

"MexnyHapoHbIi Ka3axCKO-Typenkuil yuusepcuteT uM. X. A. Slcasu, Typkecran, Kasaxcran,
2YVuusepcurer ['asu, Aukapa, Typuus

JIET'EH/IbI BEJIMKOI'O HIEJIKOBOI'O ITYTH —
JET'EHJA O « COPOKA JJEBYHIKAX»

AHHOTanusi. B crathe paccMmaTpuBaeTcsi BaXHOCTh WM3YYEHHMS NAMATHHKOB KyJIbTYPHI, OCHOBAaHHBIX Ha
JereHaax 1 Mudax, nepeAaroIuxcs U3 MOKOJICHUs B IIOKOJIEHHE, PACIIONoXKEeHHbBIX 110 Bennkomy IllenkoBomy myTH.
B or10il nerengapHoi MO3ME MOKHO YBUAETh WU OLLYTUTh JYXOBHBIA MHUpP JIPEBHETO YEIOBEYECKOTO CO3HAHMA,
CTETICHb MBIIIICHUs, 00pa3 kxu3HH. [TockonbKy MH(BI HAPOIOB MHUpPA CTAIN IPEIMETOM HAyUHBIX UCCIIEOBAHUHN H C
MOMEHTa H3y4YEHHUS] UX C HCTOPHKO-CPAaBHHUTEIBHON TOYKHM 3PEHMS, MBI OIpENENsieM, YTO MHU(]BI TaKkKe HMEIOT
pas3HbIE 3Tanbl CONMAIBLHOTO Pa3BUTHS, UCTOPUUYECKNE YPOBHH, THIBI M TeMaTHdeckue obnacth. OmHON M3 TaKuX
JIETeH]], BCTPEYAIOIIMXCSl B Ka3aXCKOM, Y30€KCKOM M KBIPTBI3CKOM (ponbkiiope, sBisercs jereHnga o «Copoka
JIEBYIIKaX», 0 KOTOPOH MOMIET peub B CTaThe B CPABHUTEIHLHOM BapHAHTE C HECKOJIBKUMH BEpCHSAMH. B kaxmon n3
HIDKCTIPUBEICHHBIX BEPCHI JIETEHAA PAcCKas3blBA€T O TParMuecKoil cyapde copoka AEBYHmIEK W 00 OCO3HaHHOM
JKEJIaHWH, BBICOKOM OyXe AEBYLIEK OCTaThCsi Ha POJMHE AaXe B BHIC KAMEHHOTO MaMATHWKA, JIMIIb Obl HE
HaXOJUTHCS B pyKax Bpara. «COpoK AEBYIIEK» — JIPEBHUH MCTOPHUYECKUH, TPUPOJHBIM MAMATHUK. DTOT MaMSITHUK
Ha MPOTSHKEHNH MHOTHX BEKOB CUMTAETCS CBAIICHHBIM TAMATHUKOM, KOTOPBIH CO3/1a1a cama Iprupoa.
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B nerenmax TIOPKCKHX HapoxOB €CTh MHOroO oOmiero. Bee siereHapl TIOPKOS3BIYHBIX HApOJOB IOCBAIICHHBIE
«Copoka JIeByIIKaM» ¢ TParndeckuM M CXOXXUM KOHLOM. B mo6oii cTpaHe kameHHas ctarys «Copoka IeBYLICK»
CTajla OTJIMYHBIM MECTOM IS ITOCCIICHUs ITyTeIIECTBEHHUKOB W KajpKas CTpaHa, IZie HaXOIUTCS 3TOT IaMATHHK
0JI1arOCIIOBIICH 3THM CBSIICHHBIM MECTOM.

KiroueBsie ciioBa: Benukwuii LllenxoBelii myTh, TIOpKCcKkue Hapoasl, COPOK AEBYIIEK, MI(HIIecKas mpo3a, Mudp.
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