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INFLUENCE OF INCREASING THE MILK YIELD
FOR THE FIRST LACTATION OF THE LITHUANIAN
HEAVY DRAFT HORSES ON THEIR PRODUCTIVE LONGEVITY

Abstract. Horses are late-ripening animals with low fecundity and therefore should be used in dairy horse
breeding for a long time to ensure the profitability of the industry. In Central Russia, mare's milk is produced from
draft horse breeds, including Lithuanian heavy-draft horses. They are highly productive animals. With intensive
increasing the milk yield for the first lactation, the lifetime milk yield and the period of productive use may be de-
clined. Studies have shown that the optimal level of increased milk yield for Lithuanian draft mares is 3001-4000 kg
of milk. At this level, the mares give the highest possible lifetime yield of 24,403.66 and the highest amount of milk
fat and milk protein. If the increase in the milk yield for the first lactation reaches 6000 kg and above, then in mares
of the studied breed the period of productive use and the lifetime yield reduce.

Keywords: increase in the milk yield, lifetime yield, a period of economic use, productive longevity.

Introduction. In the dairy horse breeding, because of the low fertility and late ripeness of horses,
their period of economic use (PEU) is of great importance. In the central part of Russia, the most advanced
for milk production are heavy draft horse breeds, including the Lithuanian breed [1]. The milk produc-
tivity of the mare of the Lithuanian heavy draft breed enlarges in the process of ontogenesis from the first
through the fifth lactation [2]. A high level of milk yield per lactation preserves in animals of this breed till
10—12 lactations [2]. The increase in the milk productivity of mares and the extension of the terms of their
economic use depends including on the level of productivity of mares for the first lactation. Intensive
increasing the milk yield of mares for the first lactation may cause a reduction in the period of their
economic use due to heavy loads on the developing animal body that has not fully strengthened. To a
considerable degree, this applies to the Lithuanian heavy draft mares, which are world leaders in dairy
productivity among all horse breeds [3, 4]. Possessing a good milk-forming system, these highly produc-
tive animals often have to use the tissue reserves of their bodies to synthesize milk that can reduce their
period of economic use and lifetime milk yield in the future.

The aim of the research. The aim of our study was to determine such a level of increased milk yield
for the first lactation of the Lithuanian heavy draft mares that would not reduce their productive longevity.

Materials and methods of research. The dairy productivity of the mares was studied according to
the milk recording logs at the kumiss breeding complex of ZAO Semenovsky Breeding plant of the
Republic of Mari El. In total, data were taken into account for 166 mares of the Lithuanian heavy draft
breed, which left the dairy herd. Recording of milk yields from dairy mares was carried out by the method
of control milkings, conducted twice a month, the daily milk yield was determined by the I.A. Saygin
formula [5]. The period of economic use (PEU) of mares was determined from the moment of the first
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foaling to rejection from the broodstock or forced slaughter of the animal. The age of the studied mares in
lactation ranged from 1 to 21 lactation. Milk samples were taken according to GOST 26809-85. Fat mass
fraction (FMF) in milk was determined according to GOST 5867-90 - Milk and dairy products, protein
mass fraction (PMF) in mare's milk was determined according to GOST 23327-98 - Milk and dairy
products.

Research results. The average estimated yield of the Lithuanian heavy draft horses for the first
lactation, the average lifetime yield, the average period of economic use (PEU) of animals and the average
number of lactations are given in Table 1.

The investigations have shown that the Lithuanian mares can give milk up to the 21 lactation and
produce up to 88,138 kg of milk during their lifetime. According to such indicators as the period of
economic use, the number of lactations and lifetime milk yield, selection has not been carried out among
heavy draft breeds, therefore, according to these traits, there is a very high level of variability (74.52-
84.27%), especially in terms of lifetime milk yield (84.27%).

Table 1 — Calculated average milk yield for the first lactation, average lifetime milk yield, and PEU

Indicators M=+m Lim: min-max 6 C,, %
Calculated average milk yield for the first lactation, kg 3456.48+94.63 940-7479 1219.21 35.27
Average PEU, lactations 6.48+0.37 1-23 4.83 74.52
Average number of lactations 5.34+0.32 1-21 4.07 76.17
Average lifetime milk yield, kg 20970.52+1371.65 940-88138 17672.57 84.27

In our studies, it became clear that more than half of the mares were rejected after the first four
lactations - 53.01% - as a result of low dairy productivity and disturbances in the reproductive function.
After the first lactation, 18.67% of mares were rejected, after the second - 15.06%, after the third - 10.24%
and after the fourth - 9.04% of animals.

There was a slight positive correlation (r = +0.18) between the milk yield for the first lactation and
the lifetime milk yield in the studied population of mares. The inheritance of lifetime milk yield was very
low, almost zero.

In order to determine how the level of increased milk yield in mares affected their lifetime produc-
tivity, all animals were divided into six groups depending on the amount of milk yield for the first lacta-
tion: in the first group there were mares with milk yield from 1001 to 2000 kg, in the second group - from
2001 to 3000 kg, in the third group - from 3001 to 4000 kg, in the fourth group - from 4001 to 5000 kg, in
the fifth group - from 5001 to 6000 kg, in the sixth group - more than 6000 kg of milk.

Table 2 shows the data on the average lifetime milk yield, the calculated average milk yield for the
first and for the highest lactations of the Lithuanian heavy draft mares in each of the formed groups. When
analyzing the period of economic use of mares with different levels of intensity of increase in milk yield
for the first lactation, we took animals as control which yield for the first lactation was within 1001-
2000 kg of milk or the first group mares. According to the indicators of the highest milk yield for lactation
over the period of economic use in the studied livestock, it was established an advantage for mares with
over 6,000 kg of the increased milk yield for the first lactation.

Table 2 — Calculated milk yield on average for lactation and the highest lactation of the Lithuanian mares

Group n, Average lifetime milk yield, Average milk yield Aver.age milk yi?ld
animals kg for the first lactation, kg for the highest lactation, kg
1 17 10210.13+2100.01 1511.20+88.94 3595.33+501.91
2 45 20149.40+2371.52 2514.55+48.28 4067.00+191.65
3 47 24403.66+2508.56 3487.04+44.82 4739.66+156.37
4 42 23350.76+3264.32 4461.93+44.12 5121.50x145.04
5 10 14236.00+5100.78 5205.10+67.69 5432.40+135.41
6 5 23609.00+3977.68 6299.00+135.64 6299.00+135.64

—— Y4 ——
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They had the average milk yield for the highest lactation of 6299.00 kg, which is more than the milk
yield of all other groups. In turn, the indicators of lifetime milk yield were higher in mares with increased
milk yield for the first lactation from 3001 kg to 4000 kg of milk. In mares tried to obtain more milk from
4001 to 5000 kg and above 6000 kg, lifetime milk yield declined, respectively, by 1053 kg and 794 kg, or
by 4.31% and 3.25%. Mares with the increased milk yield for the first lactation from 5001 to 6000 kg, had
the reduced lifetime milk yield by 10,167.66 kg or 41.66%.

The fat mass fraction in milk of mares of the studied breed was 1.85%, the protein mass fraction -
2.03%. Analyzing the indices of the mass fraction of fat and protein in the milk of mares of the experi-
mental groups (table 3), it can be noted that the highest FMF was in animals with the increased milk yield
for the first lactation up to 2000 kg of milk - 3.88%, and PMF - in mares with increased milk yield to
3000 kg.

Table 3 — Fat mass fraction and the amount of milk fat obtained from mares
with different levels of the increased milk yield for the first lactation

Group n, Fat mass fraction, Protein mass fraction, Amount of milk fat, Amount of milk protein,
animals % % kg kg
1 17 1.88 2.03 191.95 207.26
2 45 1.87 2.04 376.79 411.05
3 47 1.85 2.03 451.47 495.39
4 42 1.84 2.02 429.65 471.68
5 10 1.81 2.02 257.67 287.57
6 5 1.80 2.01 424.96 474.54

At the same time, according to the amount of milk fat and milk protein produced by animals with
milk for the whole period of their economic use, mares with a milk yield of 3001 to 4000 kg for the first
lactation produced both fat and protein more than all other mares.

The period of economic use (PEU) of the Lithuanian heavy draft horses and the number of their
lactations are presented in table 4. The longest period of economic use of the Lithuanian mares was obser-
ved in animals with the increased milk yield for the first lactation from 3001 to 4000 kg. Animals of the
same group reliably milked longer than any other mare - 6.23 lactations.

Table 4 — Period of economic use of mares and the number of lactations, depending on the intensity of increasing the milk yield

Group n, animals PEU, years Number of lactations, lactations
1 17 4.53+0.74 3.67+0.64
2 45 6.71+0.68 5.64+0.58
3 47 7.42+0.73 6.23+0.61
4 42 6.69+0.86 5.36+0.71
5 10 3.40£1.16 2.90+1.07
6 5 7.25+1.03 5.00+0.91

The presented data on the intensity of increasing the milk yield for the first lactation indicate
significant differences in the longevity of animals of the compared groups. The shortest period of econo-
mic use of animals was observed in the group of mares with increased milk yield from 5001 to 6000 kg —
3.4 years and 2.9 lactations. And the highest period of productive use — 7.42 years and 6.23 lactations —
was recorded in animals with increased milk yield from 3001 to 4000 kg of milk. The investigations have
shown that animals given higher milk yield for the first lactation of more than 4001 kg to 6000 kg or
more, had a slightly reduced period of economic use.

A large amount of milk secreted in the mammary glands of high productive mares initiated in the
organism of these animals more intensive metabolic processes, for which their organisms, not strong
enough, were not ready. As a result, such mares are in specific economic conditions not adapted for long-
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term productive use, which leads to their premature reject from the broodstock. Their further stay in the
milking herd depends mostly on environmental factors since in the current feeding and keeping conditions
highly productive mares are susceptible to various diseases and disorders of the reproductive function
more often than animals with average productivity indicators [6].

Conclusion. The optimal level of increasing the milk yield for the first lactation of the Lithuanian
heavy draft horses is from 3001 to 4000 kg of milk. Intensive increasing the milk yield of mares for the
first lactation of the studied breed of more than 4000 kg of milk leads to a shortening in the period of the
economic use of animals and a decrease in their lifetime milk yield.

Suggestion to the production. The optimal level of increasing the milk yield of the Lithuanian heavy
draft horses for the first lactation should be in the range of 3001 to 4000 kg of milk.
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24403,66 xoHE ©TE KOFAPHI CYT MalBI )KoHE OEIOK aajbl.

Erepne 6ipinmi makranus nerreiiin 6000 kr keOelcTBe KBUIKBIHBIH OMip CYPY Y3aKTHIFBI MCH CaybIH Y3aKTHIFBI
TOMEHIEHTI.

Tyilin ce3aep: caybIH, OMIPIIK CaybIH, MIAPYaIIbIIBIK KOJJAHBICH], OHIMIUTIK Y3aKTHIFHI.

E. 1. IInpmnl, B.T. Cemenos?, JI. A. BaﬁMyRaHOB3, K. K. Hcxan®, T. C. P3adaes’, E. K. ’Kuknep®

'DenepanbHOE rocyIapCTBEHHOE GFOKETHOE 06Pa30BaTEIbHOE YUPEKICHHE
BEICIIEr0 0Opa3oBaHus « MapHiicKuii TOCYIapCTBEHHBI YHUBEPCUTETY,
Womkap-Oua, Pecrry6rika Mapuit i1, Pocens,
*deepanbHOE TOCYIAPCTBEHHOE BIOKETHOE 00Pa30BATENFHOE YUPEKICHHE
BhICIIEr0 0Opa3oBaHus «YyBamickas rocy1apcTBEHHAs CEIbCKOXO03sICTBEHHAsI akageMus», Yebokcapsl, Poccus,
3HeKOMMepqecme akuoHepHoe o0mecTBo «Ka3axckuii HAMOHAIBHBIA arpapHbIi YHUBEPCUTETY,
Anmartel, Kazaxcran,
*TOO «AKTIOOMHCKAS CENbCKOXO3SHCTBEHHAS OMBITHAS crannus», AkTio0e, Kazaxcram,
>KazaxcKuil rocyJapcTBeHHbIH arporexHuueckuii yausepcurer uM. C. Ceiipymmna, Acrana, Kazaxcran

_ BJIMSIHUE PA3/1051 3A IEPBYIO JIAKTAIIMIO KOBBLJI
JINTOBCKOM TSKEJOBO3HOMU ITOPOAbI HA UX ITPOJAYKTUBHOE JOJIT'OJIETHE

AnHoranus. Jlomagym — MO3THECTIENbIe JKAUBOTHBIE C HEBBICOKOW IUIOMOBHTOCTBIO W TOSTOMY IOJDKHBI HC-
MOJIF30BATHCS B MOJIOUHOM KOHEBOZACTBE MPOJOIDKHUTEIBHOE BpeMs, YTOOBI 00eCTIednBaTh PeHTa0eIbHOCTh OTPACIIH.
B nentpansHoii Poccnn k0OBITE MOJIOKO MTOMYYArOT OT TSXKEIIOBO3HBIX TOPOJ JIOMIAIESH, B TOM YHCIIE OT JINTOBCKHAX
TsOKe0B030B. OHU SABJISIFOTCA BBHICOKONPOAYKTUBHBIMU XKMBOTHBIME. [Ipr WHTEHCHBHOM pa3joe 1Mo MepBOU JaKTa-
UM Y HUX MOXXET COKPAINaThCS MOXKU3HEHHBIN yJIOW W CHIDKATHCS MPOIOIDKUTEIIFHOCTS MPOAYKTHBHOTO HCIIONb-
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30BaHus. MccnenoBaHus IOKa3and, YTO ONTHMAIBHBIM YPOBHEM pa3fosi ISl KOOBII JIMTOBCKOW TSKEIOBO3HON
mopogs! sisiercs 3001-4000 kxr monoka. [Ipu 3ToM ypoBHE pas3most OT KOOBUI MOTydar0T MakCHMAaJIbHO BBICOKHH
MOKU3HEHHBIH ynoi 24403,66 u HanOoMbIIee KOIMISCTBO MOJIOYHOTO JKHpa U MoyiouHoro Oenka. Ecimu pa3moit mo
nepBoi Jakranuu yBenuuuBaercs: 10 6000 Kr MooKa ¥ BbIIlIe, TO Y KOOI MCCIIEAyeMOW MOPOJbl YMEHBIIACTCS
BO3pacT MPOAYKTHBHOTO HCIIOIb30BaHUS U CHUKACTCS TIO)KU3HEHHBIN yI0M.

KiiroueBble c10Ba: pa3fnoi, NOKU3HEHHbBIN Y10, IPOAOKUTENBHOCTD XO35ICTBEHHOI'O MCIIOIb30BaHUsL, IIPO-
JIYKTUBHOE JIOJITOJIETHE.
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